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JENNIFER ALTMAN 
 
I am a proud Mom of two beautiful children which I home school, and wife to my 
wonderful husband David.   
 
I enjoy spending time with my family, sewing, crafting and cooking.  My work 
background prior to having children consists of many different positions within 
the customer service industry.   
 
I enjoy helping people in every way I can and continuing to learn more about the 
Catholic faith through my life journey. 
I feel I am a kind, caring and thoughtful person who can help Father, the church 
and the community grow.  My creative side may help when we need to think 
outside of the box for a new outlook.  When my help is needed, I will work 
tirelessly with my God-given talents to complete the task at hand. 
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CLAIRE BURKHART 
 
I have a deep fondness for the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary because this is where 
my journey to Catholicism began. I went through the RCIA program here at St. 
Mary when I was in high school, resulting in my baptism and confirmation, was 
eventually married here, and have since had two of my four children baptized 
here.  
 
After high school, I earned my BA in French and International Studies from UNC 
Chapel Hill, and then pursued a career in finance, followed by a PhD in French 
Literature at the University of Texas at Austin. My husband and I returned to 
Wilmington two years ago to be closer to family. I am currently staying home to 
raise our four children, three of whom attend St. Mary Catholic School. 
 
I am excited about the opportunity to serve on St. Mary’s pastoral council 
because I have lots of ideas for our friendly, diverse and generous community – 
ideas for spiritual enrichment and fellowship. I am very active here at St. Mary 
through Eucharistic Ministry, the Catholic Book Club, the Young Families Group, 
and the St. Mary School. Through these activities I get to interact with a wide 
variety of parishioners and learn from them what they love about St. Mary and 
where they feel we can continue to improve and grow as a parish. I am friendly, 
organized, and enthusiastic about seeking meaningful ways to live our beautiful 
faith. 
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JIM LARAIA 
 

My wife and I have been married for 25 years and we have 5 children.   
 
I am an active member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and the Knights of Columbus.   
I have had the honor of serving in various KofC leadership roles such as Grand Knight, 
Faithful Navigator and State Chairman for LAMB.   
 
I am currently the President of a local family owned business, an Officer and Board 
member for the LAMB Foundation of NC and the President of St Jude Radio Association.  
St James says that faith without works is dead (James 2:26).  I feel a calling to help our 
parish and I believe my leadership style will contribute to our Parish achieving its goals. 
Serving on the Parish Council is one way I can give back to our parish.  I have been 
fortunate to learn many skills while helping start-ups to medium sized businesses expand 
to the next level.  Some of these skills such as project management, budgeting and 
business development can be useful to help our church community.  My leadership skills 
have improved tremendously through volunteer work for Non-profit & Charitable 
organizations.  In the Non-Profit arena, I have learned that one has to take on 
responsibility for a project/job/task, roll up their sleeves and do the work – then the 
volunteers will follow.  Delegating is for business…actual hands on work and leading the 
way is how to get others motivated to help.   
 
My ability to listen, evaluate and when appropriate provide insight will position me as a 
good team member on the Parish Council.   
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BOB MACALUSO 
 

My wife, of 43 years, Virginia “Ginger” and I retired to North Carolina in June, 
2007 from Westchester County in New York.  We have two married children and 
are currently awaiting the birth of our third grandchild.   
 
Both my wife and I were very active in our parish in NY.  We served as 
Eucharistic Ministers, members of the Activities Committee and CCD Instructors 
for over 25 years.  In addition, I served on the Parish Council for several years, 
being involved with the hiring of a DRE, Capital Campaign planning and parish 
finances.    Since moving to NC, I joined the Knights of Columbus where I just 
completed two years as the Grand Knight for Wilmington Council 1074 and was 
recently appointed by the Knights as State Chairman for Habitat for Humanity. 
 
In my life I have been blessed with many gifts from God, including a wonderful 
family and many friends.  I believe that we all have God-given talents that need 
to be shared to help those that are less fortunate and to work to strengthen the 
church and community.  Those that know me, know that I do not make a 
commitment that I cannot give my all to.  Hopefully, I can improve my 
contributions to The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary and the community by serving on 
the Parish Council. 
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JEFF MARTIN 

 
 
I am married to my very special wife Kim who attended RCIA at St Mary's and joined the 
Catholic Church in 2000.     My wife and I were married at St. Mary's in 1999.    
 
I have been a parishioner at the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary's since we moved to 
Wilmington from Ohio in 1998.    We left for Immaculate Conception church for a few 
years but returned once our children began attending St. Mary's School.    Sam is 
currently in the 7th grade and Sarah is in the 5th grade.  

 
I am a Physician Assistant and currently working for Dosher Hospital in Southport.    I 
keep busy mostly with work and my kids’ activities and every once in a while working on 
projects around the home.    I am a member of Knights of Columbus but have yet to 
achieve 3rd degree, but plan on doing so at the first good opportunity.  

 
I was nominated for Parish Council by my wife.    I guess she feels I have some qualities 
that may be helpful for the Council.    I believe myself to be very level headed and take a 
common sense approach to most issues.    I may not be the best at communicating my 
ideas but I usually can recognize a good idea or opportunity when I see one and I like to 
listen to all sides of an argument.     I believe that I can offer sound judgment and good 
insight in regards to Parish issues and activities. 
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CHARLOTTE MERCER 

 
I am married with two children, who attended St. Mary from 2000 to 2007. We 
had been attending Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Southport until we became 
St. Mary parishioners in 2007.  
 
I serve St. Mary as a lector and Camillus minister and currently organize the 
bread pickup from Atlanta Bread for the Tileston outreach. I led an adult faith 
formation class for three years and am currently participating in the St. Mary 
parish book club. I am a professed member of the Southern Province of the 
Dominican Order.  
 
I was honored to be nominated to the Pastoral Council and would be honored 
and blessed to serve the parish in this way as well.  I have been active in various 
ministries throughout my life in the church at each parish where I was a 
member.     I have taught faith formation to second and fifth grade students as 
well as high school students preparing for confirmation. Each of these 
experiences, as well as serving on a liturgy committee, gives me a good 
background to draw on as an advisor to Father Bob and our faith community at 
large. 
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CHUCK NINOS 
 

Chuck Ninos has been a member of St. Mary’s parish for the past 8 yrs.  He and 
his wife Ruth currently reside in Westport in Brunswick County.   
 
Chuck is a graduate of Duquesne University and the University of Pittsburgh 
where he earned his Master’s Degree in education.   
 
He is a volunteer with the St. Mary’s Outreach program, Phoenix /Hometown 
Ministries and WARM.   
Chuck is also a Member of the Christian Motorcyclist’s Association.   
 
He believes that he would be a good person for the Parish Council because he is 
a strong advocate for providing Laity input and guidance into the governance 
issues facing the Catholic Church today specifically here in Wilmington and SE 
North Carolina. 
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JOSH RAMMEL 
 

I am blessed to be both a husband and the father of two children. 
 
I and have been an active member of St. Mary Parish since 2011, where I am 
currently involved in the Young Families Group.   
 
I hold a Religious Studies degree from the University of Dayton, and have 
previously been involved in missions work in both Haiti and Appalachia. I 
currently work for Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity where I am a Neighborhood 
Revitalization Coordinator and chairman of the Faith Relations Committee, and 
have helped to steer projects like the Pope Francis House, the Interfaith Build 
Day and Ecumenical Build Houses. 
  
I would like to serve on the Parish Council because I feel that I could offer a very 
unique perspective as a young father and a servant in the community.   I have a 
solid foundation of Pastoral policy and am confident that my experiences in 
missions work and organizational development could help our wonderful parish 
to grow in faith and service. 
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TIM PFLAUM 
 
 

Married to Justine Pflaum for 44 years. We have three children and six 
grandchildren.  
 
Moved to Leland, NC in June 2014 from Olney, Maryland. 
 
Retired after 40 year career in National Nuclear Security Administration of Dept. 
of Energy.   
 
Served on Parish Council and taught CCD (Confirmation Class) at St. Peters Parish 
in Olney, MD. 
Member of the Knights of Columbus Council #1074 at St. Mary’s.   
 
I believe that we are all called to lifelong stewardship - to use our God-given 
abilities to love and to serve others in our families, in our parish and in our 
communities. 
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HANS WESTERMARK 
 
 

Born in Sweden in 1948 where everyone at the time was stamped on their butt 
“Lutheran” after the first cry. Immigrated with my parents to the USA in 1961 at 
the age of 12.  
 
After college served in the US Navy for 9 years on nuclear submarines operating 
the nuclear reactor.  
Retired from Duke Energy after working at the Brunswick Nuclear Plant for 34 
years as a reactor engineer.   
 
My wife and I have attended services at St. Mary since 1978 and I came into the 
church in 1982.  
 
The church is my home.  I am proud for its diversity and all the support it 
provides in our community. I will use my life experience to best guide our 
wonderful parish. 
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STEVE WILLIAMS 
 

My wife is Patty and our children are Ryan and Lauren. 
 
I am a retired Music Educator with New Hanover County Schools.   
 
I came into the church in 1988.  I have been involved with our music ministry, 
youth ministry, and social ministry.  I also participate in the book group with Sr. 
Issac.   
 
Our mission to serve God by serving others is promoted and assisted in large 
part by the work of the parish council.  In order for our parish to grow spiritually 
we must strive to do God's work and meet the needs of our people in the 
present as well as make plans for the future.  
 
I share this vision.  I have the time to give and the willingness to serve.  I have 
the knowledge and experience in purposeful worship and other areas of a 
thriving parish community. 
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TERRI YOUNG 
 

I have been married for 41 years and have 2 sons ages 29 and 26.   
 
I am a retired Fairfax County Public School employee.   
 
For the 30 years I lived in Alexandria, Virginia I was a parishioner of St. Mary's 
Catholic Church, where I was a Eucharistic Minister for 12 years and was in 
charge of the Children's Mass for 4 years.   
For the past 2 years that I have been attending The Basilica Shrine of St. Mary, I 
have been a Eucharistic Minister.  
 
I want to be on the Pastoral Council because I want to continue to support the 
mission of the church and also provide support to our priest.  I also want to help 
to develop new ministries to bring the church and community closer together.  I 
feel I would be an asset for the council because I am open to ideas and work well 
with others to help make them become a reality. 

 


