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Bulletin Editor, Ms. Sandy O'Leary……………………bulletin@thestmaryparish.org 
St. Mary School Principal, Ms. Joyce Price……………………….…………..ext. 153 
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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
9:00 am in English 

12:00 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

8:30 am in English 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
For information………...910-754-8544                                                           

 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your 
wedding. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

January 31, 2021 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 01/25 bulletin publication date.   

Masses include Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am (English) 
and 12:00 pm (Spanish) with required reservations through SignUp 

Genius. Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass will be available Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 am with no reservation required.  
Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 4:00—4:45 pm.  
Please continue to check the parish website for information includ-
ing updated Mass times.  To reschedule your Mass Intention, please 

contact the Parish Office at 762-5491.   
St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.  

St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 

 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Thunderbolts and Lightning 
 

One of the most difficult duties of a disciple is to follow the command of 
Jesus to spread the gospel to all nations. (Lk 24:47, Mk 116:15, Mt 
28:19) I think one reason may be that we don't feel we have the authority 
to tell someone else what to believe. Most of us don't think we know the 
gospel well enough to preach it. Or we are so afraid of offending athe-
ists, that we use that fear as an excuse to say nothing. But being a disci-
ple means following Jesus. The gospel this Sunday mentions twice that 
Jesus taught with more authority than any of religious leaders of Israel. 
So how can we get such authority? 
 

First, Jesus didn't get his authority from winning a Messiah election. And 
he didn't threaten people with thunderbolts and lightning. He certainly 
didn't impress people by saying what they wanted to hear. He spoke the 
truth that he heard from his Father. His two main actions in his ministry 
were curing and forgiving people. Since the Jews thought sickness was a 
punishment for sins, by curing the sick and forgiving sins, Jesus showed 
that God loves even sinners. And those actions showed that Jesus got 
authority from his Father. 
 

"But you still haven't answered the question: How do we get that author-
ity?" We get it from the Holy Spirit, in Baptism and Confirmation. And 
like an athlete, who may be born with strength and abilities, yet has to 
work-out and practice to be any good, we still need to grow in that au-
thority. One way is to read the scriptures and pray with them, so that we 
get to know God through his Word and begin to listen to him in our 
prayers. We can consciously decide to see God in other people, not just 
those we love, but everyone, even the ones who annoy us. (And especial-
ly the ones who challenge us to be more loving, patient and forgiving.) 
Most parishes have programs that encourage sharing your faith, such as 
RCIA, Christ Renews his Parish, etc. And of course, the Eucharist and 
other sacraments strengthen God's life in us. You'll know you have that 
authority when you can talk about your faith with confidence instead of 
hesitation, because you will be speaking from experience, not second 
hand knowledge.  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
  

 

                                             Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11; Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; Ps 147:1-6; 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23; Mk 1:29-39  
 
 

You may find the readings at bible.usccb.org 

Saturday, January 30 
   5:00 pm      Mass— †  Richard Poisson 
       Offered by The Poisson Family 
Sunday, January 31 
     9:00 am     Mass— †  Maria and David Chavez 
       Offered by Gloria and Hoan Than 
  12:00 pm    Mass— †  Gloria Miller Jones 
       Offered by David, Jennifer, Zachary and Alyssa Altman 
Monday, February 1 
    8:30 am    Mass— † Charles Chera 
       Offered by Kathleen Hilley 
Wednesday, February 3 
    8:30 am    Mass— † Laura Fleming 
       Offered by Kathleen Hilley 
Friday, February 5 
    8:30 am     Mass— † Ann Leadem 
       Offered by Arlene Fishburn 
Saturday, February 6 
    5:00 pm    Mass— † James Primavera 
       Offered by Pat and Tom DeBello 
Sunday, February 7 
    9:00 am     Mass— † Alba Gibbs 
       Offered by Anne Boyle 
  12:00 pm    Mass— † Rod Springer 
       Offered by Steve and Linda Ebbing 

Mass Intentions 
Check website for any changes in Mass days/times 

Prayer List  
If you would like a name added to prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

 

Isabella Calamusa 
Baby Nico Ronan 

Baby Ozzie 
Bob Flavin 

Shirley Fleming 
Dr. Tim Ford 

Ted Fry 
 

 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
Phillip Hatcher 

Larry Hite 
Cliff Jones  

Nancy Lange 
Kenny Levy  
Sue Reilly 

Kathy Sheppard 

 

Bob Slavin 
Ned Underhill 

Rich Vangorder 
Lynne Vanstory 

Jim Ward 
Mary Fran Watson 

Karen Woomer   
 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 
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Parish Information 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers—Parish Office at 
762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) - David 
Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass for 
one hour. 
Camillus Ministers — Barbara Russ at (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Mose
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  Claudia Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-
1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  Monica Winters at 910-520-0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
claire@brettburkhart.com 
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program—Dé Corbett, Direc-
tor, (910) 232-2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden—Contact parish 
office to schedule a meeting. 
 

Guidelines for the Basilica can be found on the website 
(www.thestmaryparish.org).  Guidelines were prepared for your pro-
tection at our beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When chang-
es occur they will be posted on the website. 

  
Our ‘curb service’ is still working well.  We are still keeping the num-
ber of active volunteers to a minimum in the interest of safety.  If you 
are looking for other volunteer opportunity, I’ve been asked to share a 
request from two groups we work with.  The Vintage Values Resale 
Shops are sorely in need of volunteers, since many of their older vol-
unteers have been unable to work.   
 

Another group in need of volunteers is “2 share”.  This group, headed 
by Don Arabian, picks up gently used furniture and distributes it in 
town.  They particularly focus on single moms that live in poor neigh-
borhoods.  They do pickups and delivers a few Saturdays each month.  
He is in need of volunteers (with muscles) as well as donations of 
furniture.  You can contact him at 703-220-0762. 

Mary Ann 
 

We have decided to continue with an at home Faith Formation pro-
gram until the end of this school year.  Please contact Deacon John 
Walsh for more information.  

 

 

The Knights  of Columbus council 1074, one of 
the oldest continuous councils in North Carolina, 
will be celebrating 115 years as a council in Wil-
mington.  The Knights will be celebrating with 
different events throughout the year. We wel-
come all of our community and parishioners to 
celebrate with us. Future events will be made 
public as they become available. We thank all of our 300 Broth-
er  members, the community and parishioners for always helping our 
many causes and making it possible for us to do the work our founder 
Father McGivney started in 1882. 
 

We invite you to contact our Grand Knight at grandknight1074@gmail 
for further information. 

 
 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Take the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Contact bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble register-
ing your email.   

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

Saturday, February 6 and Sunday, February 7 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve at any of the 
regularly scheduled masses:  Saturday 5:00 pm or  

Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 
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To our faithful One Cup of Tea supporters, 
 

Thank you for your past support and at-
tendance at the One Cup of Tea fundraiser 
to benefit Salud Hondu.  Due to COVID-
19 concerns, we will not be hosting our 
annual event, yet it is vital that we continue 
to financially support the healthcare so 
needed in impoverished Hondu-
ras.  Towards that end, we are happy to 
introduce Wishes for Health and Well-
ness.  
 

While supplies last, every $50 tax deducti-
ble donation will be acknowledged with a Wishes for Health and 
Wellness Thank You Gift Set.  This beautifully packaged gift set 
consists of a vintage teacup and saucer, a stainless steel, gold-plated 
sugar spoon, Tea Forte tea, a swizzle sugar stick, and Milano dark 
chocolate cookies.  (Patterns will vary.)  
 

Click this link to make a $50 or more donation via saludhondu.org. 
Once your donation has been made, you will receive an email response 
to begin your communication with our committee to finalize the de-
tails of your thank you gift set. 
 

Contact Penny Cromer (pcromer@ec.rr.com or 910 264-4500) for 
information on available levels of support.  Health and Wellness to 
each of you from the Board of Directors of  
SaludHondu. 
 

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English) 
 
What is the Vocation 
Mark 1:14-20 
When the first four disci-
ples heard the call of Jesus, 
they left nets, boats and 
family.  What are you will-
ing to give up to follow 
Jesus? 
 

Jesus claims that God has fulfilled the promises made in the old testa-
ment with two statements; The time (kairos) is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand. The decisive moment has arrived. The 
Israelites of Jesus’ day thought of God’s kingdom as a restoration of 
the power and glory that Israel enjoyed during David’s reign; but the 
kingdom proclaimed by Jesus is different.  Jesus’ first coming, but 
which will be fully manifested only in his Second Coming. 
 

“Repent, and believe in the good news”. The appropriate response to 
the coming of the kingdom is twofold: repentance and faith.  We tend 
to think of repentance as feeling guilty, but it is really a change of 
mind or direction, seeing things from a different perspective. The faith 
that Jesus asks of us is to believe in the Good News (euangelion). The 
Greek word euangelion combines the words eu (good) 
and angellos (to proclaim). In the New Testament, euangelion  is usu-
ally the good news of Jesus Christ and the salvation that he offers. In 
this case, the good news of God. 
 

Then Jesus calls four disciples. Why does Jesus call these four disci-
ples? Why do they follow? Nothing in the text fully answers either of 
these questions. These men did not seek to become Jesus’ disciples. 
Their attention is focused on the task at hand—casting their net—
hoping for a good catch. Jesus chooses his disciples rather than wait-
ing to be sought out by them. Jesus’ call is also different in that he 
calls them, not to follow the Torah, but to follow himself. Apparently 
the four men see something compelling in Jesus, something that caus-
es them to walk away from that which is precious to follow him. For 
Simon and Andrew, the sacrifice is leaving their nets. For James and 
John, it is leaving their father. 
 

~Fr. Chesco 

 

RCIA is a process for welcoming seekers to become part of the Catho-
lic family. For those not baptized in any tradition, this would lead to 
initiation at Easter, while those already baptized in other traditions, 
this would be a path to full participation in the sacraments of Confir-
mation and Eucharist. May new beginnings, including 2021, be 
blessed, and RCIA will begin again after the summer. 
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 
 

Until further notice, Catholic Daughters meetings will be held via 
Zoom. 
 

Catholic Daughters is a wonderful organization to help women devel-
op the gifts God has given to each of us.  Consider joining us. For 
more information contact Claudia Rossi at 910.599.2843  
 
 
 

One Cup of Tea 

From Father Chesco 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Catholic Daughters 
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Employment Opportunities 
Visit the Diocese of Raleigh Employment Opportunities page for 
current job listings at diocesan offices, parishes and schools, as well 
as some regional positions: dioceseofraleigh.org/employment.  
 

UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry 
Mass Schedule:  Our Sunday evening mass time is 4:30 pm.  The 
mass is held on the back lawn of the campus ministry building and is 
live streamed on UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry Facebook.  If it 
rains, we will live stream from the chapel and there will be limited 
seating in the living room.  Wednesday mass is at 6:00 pm and Fri-
day mass is at 12:15 pm. No tickets or sign-up are required. 
 

UNCW Hawk’s Harvest Food Pantry 
Due to the pandemic, the number of students who are experiencing 
food insecurity has risen.  Catholic Campus Ministry, which houses 
the food pantry, is available to current UNCW students with a valid 
student ID card and is open on Thursdays from 3:00-5:00 or by 
appointment.  For more information call Sr. Rose at (910) 792-0507. 
 

Hospital and Hospice Sick Calls during the Covid-19 Pandemic  
Due to the pandemic, there is a protocol in place for emergency de-
partment patients and in-patients at NHRMC who desire to be 
anointed.  If you or your loved one wants to receive the sacrament you 
need to tell the nurse.  The nurse will get the medical clearance and 
will contact the chaplain who will in tern contact Fr. Greg Anatuanya.  
Father will follow all safety protocols before, during, and after the 
visit.  Fr. Greg is the only priest allowed in the hospital for the pur-
pose of administering the Sacrament of the Sick.    
 

If you or your loved one is an in-patient at Lower Cape Fear LifeC-
are and you need a priest let a staff member know and they will make 
the arrangements.   
 

All other sick calls for parishioner’s at home should be directed to 
their parish. 
 

Safe Environment Training 
Click link for available dates 
Registration Link: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4682501575742673420 
This webinar is for both initial safe environment training and for re-
newal. The session will be just over 2 hours long with one short break. 
The format of this event does not work well on a phone, please use 
another device. 
 

Once you complete this session you will receive a certificate, which 
you must give to your ministry site as part of your Level C certifica-
tion. Please be prompt for the session. Registration includes some pre-
session questions that will be part of the presentation. 
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the webinar. 
 

Brought to you by GoToWebinar® 
 
 

Vintage Values Resale Shops 

Vintage Values Resale Shops, owned and operated by Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter and Services, Inc., are in need of volunteer support! The 
stores rely on volunteers to keep our doors open and sadly, many of 
volunteers have not been able to return due to COVID 19. 
 

The stores have implemented safety procedures that are strictly fol-
lowed. Face masks are required by anyone entering the store. 
 

Your help would be greatly appreciated and is very much needed. 
 

Locations : 
 

Vintage Values on Castle                                
609 Castle Street 
 

Vintage Values on College 
413 S. College Road 
University Landing 
 

Vintage Values at Monkey Junction 
 5226 S. College Road 
 (in front of Wal Mart) 910.350.8918 
 

Wedding Anniversary 
Couples wanting to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering 
at: https://raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass 
intention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacra-
mentality of marriage. 
 

Youth Ministers Networking Session 
Come and join Youth Ministers from around the Dioceses of Raleigh 
in a Networking Session to talk about best practices.  Our meetings 
will be once a month.  https://dioceseofraleigh.org/events/Adult%
20Faith%20Formation  
 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic talks to Dr. Stacy Trasancos, executive director 
of Children of God for Life 
For our first show in February, we will chat with Dr. Stacy Trasancos 
who is now heading the pro-life ministry, Children of God for Life, 
whose goal is to end the use of fetal tissue in scientific research and 
manufacturing including vaccines. Dr. Trasancos has her doctorate in 
chemistry and Master's in dogmatic theology, and she is the mother of 
seven children and an adjunct professor at both Seton Hall University 
and Holy Apostles College and Seminary.  She is an author and edu-
cator on faith and science and the executive director of St. Philip Insti-
tute of Catechesis and Evangelization under Bishop Strickland. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 
FM, 93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in South-
port on Saturday, February 6th and 13th at 11:00 am, and Sun-
day, February 7th and 14th at 6:00 pm. This show is also available 
via live-stream or on our website at wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and 
we thank you for listening to and your support of Catholic radio. 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass and Distribution of Ashes 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
12:00 pm - 01:00 pm 
Bishop Zarama will celebrate Mass and distribute ashes at Holy Name 
of Jesus Cathedral beginning at 12noon. 
 

 

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an  

event has been canceled or will be offered online. 
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Priesthood Discernment Group Meeting 
Saturday, February 20, 2021 
Saturday, March 20, 2021—9:00 am—12:30 pm 
The monthly priesthood discernment group meeting is a great oppor-
tunity to meet other guys who are in discernment and learn about the 
process. The meeting begins at 9am with Mass and then moves to 
have a conversation on specified topic. We will conclude at 11:45 
with Midday prayer followed by lunch. Fr. Jim Magee will lead the 
meeting. Mass and Meeting will take place at the Catholic Center 
(7200 Stonehenge Drive, Raleigh, NC  27613) 
 

Mass with NCSU Campus Ministry 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Bishop Zarama will celebrate Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
with the members of the NCSU Catholic Campus Ministry. Mass will 
be held at Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral. 
 

NC Catholics Volunteer  
Join NC Catholics Volunteer in 2021 to repair and rebuild homes 
damaged by Hurricane Florence here in the Cape Fear Deanery. Trips 
are scheduled for: March 27th, April 24th, May 29th, and June 26th.  
 

Over 2 years after Hurricane Florence, many families still have not 
returned to their homes. All experience levels are welcome to join in 
helping rebuild our neighbor’s homes. Contact: Daniel Altenau at 
Daniel.Altenau@raldioc.org or at (919) 821 - 9767.  Spots are limited 
so sign up now! www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/NCCV  
 

Diocesan One Day Marriage Preparation Workshop 
Catholic Center, Raleigh 
April 17, 2021 
May 14, 2021 
June 21, 2021 
July 10, 2021 
8:30 am - 04:00 pm 
Cost—$100 
Registration Link: 
http://raldioc.configio.com/go/mpw2021 
The Diocesan Marriage Preparation One 
Day Workshop presents topics that deal 
with important issues regarding mar-
riage. These Marriage Preparation 
workshops are designed for couples to 
attend together. If for some reason be-
yond your control you are not able to 
attend together (such as military deployment), please contact Married 
Life Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org .  
For more information on the workshop, please visit: 
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/marriage-and-family-life/engaged-couple-
workshops-programs 
 

10th Annual  
Catholic Charities Gala 
Friday, April 23, 2021 
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Hosted by the Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama and the Catholic 
Charities Board of Directors 
 

Includes:  Reception * Dinner * Remarks * Raffle * Dancing 
 

For more information about tickets and sponsorship packages, please 
contact Katey Fithian, Director of Development, at 919-821-8142 
or Katey.Fithian@raldioc.org. 
 
 
 

$3,000 in Scholarships for Future Saints 
The local Knights of Columbus Msgr. Christopher Dennen Assembly 
2017 will be awarding $2,000 first place and $1,000 second place 
scholarships to practicing Catholics enrolling for the first time in a 
college or university beginning 2021.  The student must demonstrate 
strong school academic achievement, service to church/community as 
well as some financial need. The winners will be discerned by the 
Assembly Scholarship Committee members.  To apply for the scholar-
ship a student must fill out the  application, write a minimum 500 
word essay on the life of an American Saint (canonized person who 
served American population or Blessed person) and provide the re-
quested biographical information.  For additional application instruc-
tions email: Scholarship Chairman at 2021scholarship@ec.rr.com.  
Deadline for submitting application is April 30, 2021. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

During the last week in January, the 
Church throughout the United States 
recognizes Catholic Schools Week. This 
is a chance to gratefully acknowledge the 
gift that our Catholic Schools are to our 
country, state, diocese, and local commu-
nities. 
 

The national theme is again Catholic 
Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service. I 
am pleased that our schools, preschools, and early childhood centers 
indeed not only capture but demonstrate the spirit of this theme. Dur-
ing this special week, we celebrate our parishes, communities, stu-
dents, nation, vocations, educators, volunteers, and families. 
Our Catholic schools, preschools, and early childhood centers will be 
hosting numerous events and activities that will give people a chance 
to virtually engage with their schools. If you currently have children 
in one of our Catholic schools, I encourage you to become involved in 
some of the activities that are being planned. If you are thinking about 
enrolling your children in a Catholic school, this is a good time to plan 
a virtual visit and observe all that we do. 
 

I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the pastors and educators who 
work so diligently to make our schools the quality, faith-filled institu-
tions that they are. Catholic identity remains strong, and our young 
people are given every opportunity to let their God-given talents 
shine. I also want to thank the parents of our students for having the 
faith, trust, and confidence in our schools to enter into this special 
partnership. There is no doubt that our students will continue to model 
the theme Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service. in very visi-
ble ways throughout the Diocese of Raleigh. 
 

May Our Lord Jesus continue to bless our Catholic schools now and 
forever. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
+Luis Rafael Zarama, J.C.L. 
Bishop of Raleigh 
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Faithful celebrate the life of Father Watts 
 

WILMINGTON – Family members, friends and 
brother priests of Father Trent Watts, who died 
Jan. 17 from COVID-19, gathered Jan. 21 for his 
funeral Mass at St. Mark Church. 
 

The Mass was streamed live so that the faithful 
would be able to watch from home and keep in-
person attendance low due to the pandemic. 
 

He was born Aug. 20, 1953 in Roswell, New Mexico to Mack and 
Elise Watts, who were both from North Carolina. He grew up in east-
ern North Carolina and went to New Hanover High School. He attend-
ed the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Science and graduated in 1987. 
 

He was not raised Catholic but was welcomed into the Church March 
28, 1983 at St. Mary Church in Wilmington. He later attended St. 
Mary Seminary in Baltimore and graduated with a master’s degree in 
Divinity in 1992. 
 

He was ordained to the priesthood Jan. 30, 1993 at St. Mary, the same 
church where he was confirmed. According to an article in the NC 

Catholic newspaper, the ceremony featured a Gospel choir and “old-
time hymns” and was “an ancient ritual with overtones of Father 
Watts’ adopted South.” 
 

As a priest he served at Good Shepherd in Hope Mills, St. Thomas 
More (Chapel Hill), St. Patrick (Fayetteville), Sacred Heart (Dunn), St. 
Therese (Wilson), Sacred Heart (Southport) and St. Therese 
(Wrightsville Beach.) 
 

During his homily at the funeral Mass, Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama 
talked about Father Watts’ journey to the Church and the priesthood. 
“He listened to the Lord … to see the breaking of the bread and say 
‘I’d like to become Catholic.’ And it was not enough to become Cath-
olic. He was to become a priest … that is a beautiful thing to see the 
process of growing in faith.” 
 

The bishop went on to speak of Father Watts’ vocation and how his 
dedication to the celebration of the Mass brought Jesus to others. 
“Saying goodbye is not easy. It is difficult,” the bishop said. “But it’s 
the way we trust completely to the Lord, our brother. Now he has the 
complete revelation of that beautiful mystery of love.” 
 

According to his obituary, Father Watts is survived by his sister, Ce-
leste (Watts) Byrd, his niece, JoBeth Byrd Riker (Justin), a nephew, 
Alexander Byrd (Hannah), extended family members and special 
friends Pat Ciemnicki and Joe Baiunco. 
 
 

 Faithful celebrate the life of Father Watts 

 God’s Word for Children 
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 Faith. Knowledge. Service 
Discover and Celebrate #CSW2021 

 
What is National Catholic Schools Week? 
Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is 
the annual celebration of Catholic education in 

the United States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all 
week, which in 2021 is January 31 – February 6. The theme for Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week 2021 is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excel-
lence. Service.” Schools typically observe the annual celebration week 
with Masses, open houses and other activities for students, families, 
parishioners and community members. Through these events, schools 
focus on the value Catholic education provides to young people and its 
contributions to our church, our communities and our nation. 
 

Due to Covid restrictions, our Catholic Schools Week events will be 
only open to current St. Mary School students.  Virtual Open 
House available on our website:  thestmaryschool.org 
 

RE-ENROLLMENT - It's that time! 
Mrs. Linn has sent an email to our present families with an online 
packet to be filled out and returned. She has included directions for 
you to follow. Should you have any questions regarding the process, 
please contact her in the main office (910-762-5491 x140 or email her 
at linns@thestmaryparish.org. The completion of this process will 
secure your child’s seat for the 2021-2022 school year.  
 

Looking Ahead 
We are planning fun times for Catholic Schools Week and Mardi Gras. 
As we have so many traditional events to enjoy here each year, we are 
doing our best to plan fun times considering the health and safety 
guidelines. More later! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR PEACE AND GOOD HEALTH! 
 

JANUARY 2021 
I know that the majority of our parents and students like to have us 
open five days a week. That is what my staff and I want as well. 
Here’s how we can accomplish that goal. 
 

Wear masks when not with people you live with in your household. 
Wash hands or use hand sanitizer more than you ever have. 
Stay 6’ apart from others. 
 

The CDC and NCDHHS have tightened up COVID guidelines for 
January.  these are just some of the changes we have needed to make. 
The number of cases are on the rise and are anticipated to be more. To 
keep us well and open, here are some of the newest changes. 
 

All students 5 years of age or older need to wear masks at all times on 
campus. This will include PreK students who turn 5 years old during 

their PreK year. 
P.E. plans will not include strenuous activity as all students must 
wear masks during P.E. I have already met with Coach G. who will 
make that happen. 
Masks must be worn by teachers and students while at recess if not 
able to maintain 6’ distancing consistently. 
Teachers may not wear face shields without masks. No students or 
teachers may remove their masks to be heard better during class. Simp-
ly speak louder and clearer. 
We will post the updated “Screen for COVID-19 Chart. 
 

January/Feburuary 2021 Calendar 
January 31 - Catholic Schools Week Begins 
First Week of February—Promotion of “Dance Fit”  
February 5—Noon Dismissal (afternoon Teacher Work Day) 
February 15—Presidents’ Day (No School) 
February 16—Mardi Gras 
February 17—Ash Wednesday 
 

Changes in Calendar 
After meeting with all of the teachers this month, the following 
dates for NOON DISMISSALS will be needed in order for the 
teachers to plan, grade, and complete professional work. 
 

Fri., 2/5 
Fri., 3/12 
Fri., 4/16 
Fri., 5/14 
 

Spirit Day - 3rd Thursday 
Coach G. has a new Spirit Wear order in!  Contact Coach G. if you are 
interested in making a purchase:  grossc@thestmaryparish.org 
 

Hope4NC 
For those who are suf-
fering excessive stress, 
we have been given the 
following hotlines that 
you may call for assis-
tance.  211 or 
HOPE4NC Helpline 
(855-587-3463) 
 

Facebook 
Make sure you check 
our Facebook page for 
more pictures. 
 

Lunch Options 
We have lunch options 
available through 
MyHotLunch program 
on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thurs-

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 

Grateful to the Knights of Columbus, 
whose donation will help cover the cost of 
our annual Mardi Gras celebration!! Here 

Mrs. Price is with Ralph Maggio,  
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus  

Council 1074. 
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Established 1949
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NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
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FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
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1423 S. 3rd St. • 763-1607

Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass
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BREAKFAST BUFFET

9am-1pm

THURSDAY
TRIVIA - 8:30pm
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LIVE MUSIC
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• One Free Month
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blake@mmc2100.com
www.mmc2100.com
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Investment Management ◆ Distribution Strategies ◆ Risk Management
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Retirement Planning ◆ Education Planning ◆ Business Planning

R. Blake Moore is a registered representative and offers securities and investment advisory services through MML Investors
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(919) 755-3100 MMC Financial Group is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies
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delivered by

email - for FREE!
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IMMIGRATION
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FAMILY VISAS
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Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress
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bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 
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and then . . . .
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believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
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