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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 150 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 
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Sunday Readings 
July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Wis 12:13, 16–19 
There is no god besides you who have the care of all, 
that you need show you have not unjustly condemned. 
For your might is the source of justice; 
your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. 
For you show your might when the perfection 
of your power is disbelieved; 
and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity. 
But though you are master of might, 
you judge with clemency, 
and with much lenience you govern us; 
for power, whenever you will, attends you. 
And you taught your people, by these deeds, 
that those who are just must be kind; 
and you gave your children good ground for hope 
that you would permit repentance for their sins. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 86:5–6, 9–10, 15–16 
R. (5a) Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my pleading. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
All the nations you have made shall come 
and worship you, O LORD, 
and glorify your name. 
For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; 
you alone are God. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; 
give your strength to your servant. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 8:26–27 
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows 
what is the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the holy 
ones according to God’s will. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 13:24–43 or Mt 13:24–30 
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all 
through the wheat, and then went off. When the crop grew and bore 
fruit, the weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder came to 
him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where 

have the weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 
His slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He 
replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along 
with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I 
will say to the harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bun-
dles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 
 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
A Mighty God 
The first reading says that God's might is the basis for divine justice. We 
might take this to mean that God uses mighty power to punish sinners, in 
the legal sense of justice. But the reading also talks about God's lenience 
and clemency. So maybe God's power is so great that punishment is not 
necessary. Sinners can be forgiven. After all, we usually punish those we 
fear will hurt us again. But God is too powerful to be injured by our sins. 
God can afford to wait for us to repent. That is the point of the parable of 
the wheat and the weeds. 
 
We are used to expecting swift justice. We like TV shows in which the 
bad guy is caught and convicted in an hour. The idea of God giving sin-
ners until the end of time to repent is almost un-American--at least, until 
we realize that we are sinners, too. "But my sins are so minor." Even the 
smallest sin says that we know better than God what is right. Yet God is 
still willing to wait for all of us to repent. 
 
On the other hand, we hear people who say they don't deserve to be for-
given. True, but no one could ever deserve forgiveness. That is the won-
der of God's love, that God's Son came to die for sinners, even before we 
sinned. As we experience that forgiveness, we learn the depth of God's 
love for us. Hopefully, we also learn to share that love with others. 
 
Of course, that means that we also share forgiveness with others. If God 
waits till "the end of the age" before burning the weeds, shouldn't we be 
willing to forgive those who hurt us? The Church encourages us to cele-
brate the sacrament of reconciliation often. Many people today wait till 
they have a lot of sins, or at least one whopper, to confess. But the more 
often we go, the more we are reminded of God's love and forgiveness. 
Those reminders can help us to be more willing to show mercy our-
selves. Let us ask God for the courage to seek forgiveness and the 
strength to forgive.  
 
                                              Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.    
 

 This information is current as of 07/13/2020 bulletin publication date.   
 

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time.  9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm (Spanish).   
Reservations are required through SignUp Genius.  Link and information can be found on the parish website (thestmaryparish.org) 

Please continue to check the parish website for up to date information including updated Mass times. 
If you would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office employees are working with limited office hours. 

Readings for the Week 
  
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;  
 Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-11; Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13; Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 
 127-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 [44-46]  
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St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.   
Glenn Moser (glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. 
Irene Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—A group of women who participate 
in social and charitable activities. Meetings are the second Tuesday of 
the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia Rossi, 
Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – The Altar Guild prepares the altar table for 
Mass (linens, candles), replenishes side altar candles, cleans and re-
plenishes main entrance/side door holy water bowls.  Contact: Simone 
Amato at 762-5491 (ext. 113). 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
Visit our webpage at stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  The group offers volunteering opportuni-
ties.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato at ext. 129. 

Parish Ministries 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for additional COVID-19 responses 
and resources for Mass, faith at home, school at home and giving 

opportunities.  Below are some online resources: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocese of Raleigh parishes streaming Mass 
Mass in English 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral:  Daily Mass on Facebook, Monday-
Friday, 6:00 pm and Saturday, 9:00 am; Holy Hour and adoration, 
Tuesdays preceding Daily Mass. Sunday Masses on YouTube: Span-
ish  8:30 am; English 10:00 am Link to Worship aids and more infor-
mation 
All Saints, Hampstead  On website and Facebook, Sunday, 10:00 am; 
Tuesday-Friday, 11:00 am. 
All Souls, Columbia Saturday 7:00 pm. 
Duke Catholic Center On YouTube, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Holy Family, Hillsborough on YouTube and Facebook, Sundays 9:45 
am. 
Holy Infant, Durham On parish website, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham On Facebook, Sunday, 9:30 am. 
Newman Catholic Student Center Parish On Facebook, Sundays, 11:00 
am. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Newton Grove On Facebook, Mon., Tue., 
Thurs., 7:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Raleigh Homilies only 
 

Parish devotional services and resources 
Wednesday Audience with Denelle Ryan (Director of Evangelization) 
at Holy Family, Hillsborough - These short YouTube videos are inter-
esting and fun topics of our faith to discuss in your home and are ap-
propriate for youth, young adults and adults alike. 
Family Film Friday at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
Something for Saturdays - Ideas for How to Take a Break with Your 
Family each week at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
 

Online events 
Project Youth Ministry Sundays, 800pm. 
 

Other devotional resources 
USCCB COVID -19 Resources 
St. Francis of Assisi, Raleigh - On Facebook, Lunch with Mr. Jim, 
weekdays, 12:00 pm.; Virtual Evening Prayer, weekdays, 7:00 pm. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham, Daily Gospel Reflection (bilingual) 
 

Around the world 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
St. Patrick's Cathedral - Sunday, 10:15 am. 
Sirius XM Catholic Channel - Sunday, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, 7 p.m. and 
8:30 a.m. 
Catholic TV - Sunday, 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
EWTN - Sunday, 8 a.m. 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 07/13 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office employees are  
working with limited office hours. 

We thank each of you for the many ways you 
support our parish and ask that you please 
continue to support the Basilica Shrine of  
St. Mary as you are able.   
 
We would also like to extend a thank you to 
our parishioners who currently use EFT to 
financially support our parish. For those who 
are not using EFT but wish to continue their 
charitable support (see below).   
 
And finally, thank you in advance for your continued support of our 
parish during this unprecedented time. 
 
 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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Ramphis G. Abraham 
Andrea Baker 

Abigail Beadore 
Amanda Bennet 

Hazel Black 
James Bozeman 

Rachel Doushman Brack 
Meredith Brackett 
Dorothy Bresciano 
Alexandra Brigantti 

Juanita Burst 
Holly Chapman 
Mary Coleman 

Joan Collier 
Tom Crafton 
Jeanne Davis 

Frances Deabenderfer 
Frances Denig 
Jimmy Dixon 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Abraham Joseph Ermold 

Pam Ference 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
 

William Christopher Fowler  
Mildred Friday 
Ivey Gaskill, Jr. 

Alba Gibbs 
Brendan Gilmartin 

J. D. Grainger & Family 
Chuck Gucciardo 

Philip Hatcher 
Jim Heinl  
Larry Hite 
Billy Hoyt 

Mike Hubbell 
Anne Hughes 

Joseph Johnson 
Karen Kearns  
James Kroeger  
Mark Kroeger  
Michael Leta 

Elton Wayne Lewis 
Joseph Patrick Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Anthony Lioy 
Lisa Loos  

Gayle Holloway MacNutt 
Edward McCormick 

Jim Meyer 
 

Victoria Minor 
Dorothy Montori  

Max Morin 
Connie Moser 
Molly Offstein 

Barbara J. O’Rourke 
Barbara M. O’Rourke 

Baby Ozzie 
Geddes Paulsen 

John Thomas Porter 
Raymond Lee Porter 

William Raymond Porter 
Eevie Rose Richardson 

Diane Sheppard 
 Chris Sepich 

Kathy Sheppard 
Daphne Spivey 

Stanislaw Szuttenbach 
Susan Tomecsko 
Lynne Vanstory 

Matt Vaughn 
Sherry Vaughn 
Delbert Wagner 

Jim Ward 
Mary Fran Watson 
 Deana Wetherill 

Prayer List  
All names will be removed on July 26th.  If you would like name to stay or to 

add a name to the prayer list, please email: bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

While most of us are not farmers, we all bene-
fit greatly from the hard work that they  are 
engaged in every day. The readings of this 
weekend's liturgy focus our attention on the 
world of growing things. The farms that sur-
round us demonstrate the slow miracle unfold-
ing from seeds to harvest and Jesus uses this 

image to tell us about life and how there is good and evil around us 
and that God will sort it all out at the end. When we can, we weed the 
garden to show off all the beauty of nature and its diversity as long as 
we can recognize which plants are the weeds! and then of course, there 
is the importance of time and patience in awaiting the fruit of 
our labors. Let's help our Lord,the great and patient farmer, to grow a 
garden of peace and justice. 
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

 
 

Please welcome  
our  

new members!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit WWW.Kofc.org/joinus. and see what the Knights are all 
about.  Contact for Knights of Columbus Council 1074 Grand 
Knight, Ralph Maggio: grandknight1074@gmail.com 

The Sister Isaac Center will remain 
closed until further notice and is not 
receiving donations.  If you need im-
mediate help, please contact Catholic 
Charities at 910-251-8130.         

Blessings, Mary Ann 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

First Holy Communion 
Please check the website or with Deacon John Walsh (ext. 114) for 
further information about First Communion dates and times. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
 

The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
Classes meet Sundays from 10:45 am to 12:15 pm.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-2745 for any 
questions.  ESL Instructors and Volunteers are needed and always 
welcome!  
 

St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please schedule a time for a one-on-one meeting.  
Contact Parish Office. 

Parish Happenings 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, July 25 and Sunday, July 26 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Saturday 
5:00 pm 

 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

Sunday 
11:00 am 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?   
Take the following steps: 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 

 

Please email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble regis-
tering your email and I will be glad to help you.   

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Last Sunday our church became a spiritual 
home for Sonya. She was baptised, con-
firmed and received her first communion in 
our beloved basilica.  On our behalf I wel-
come her with great joy to the Catholic 
Church and our parish. As the Body of 
Christ we are enriched by her faith and pres-
ence. May the Lord Jesus always bless her. 
Our prayers are with Sonya and her family. 
Congratulations! 
 

During a pandemic we pray for doctors and 
medical personnel but we need to include in our supplications the 
dentists and their staff.  They take a great  health risk while working 
on patients' as the virus is transmitted through the mouth and nose. 
With healthy teeth our body remains healthy, too. 
 

Long live the dentists, doctors and each of us. 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Ryszard  

From Father Ryszard 

From Bishop Zarama 

We know it by heart. We say it. We recite it: "In God we trust," and 
“God bless America," and "… one Nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all." Liberty and justice for all? Really? Why  
don’t we live this liberty or see this justice? A society that lives in fear 
of violence and inequality is not free. Neither is a society that reduces 
God to a few simple, pretty sounding phrases – it doesn’t allow God to 
make his love effective. 
 

God created us equal, with the same dignity, and gave us the com-
mandment of love as the law by which to live in peace: to love God 
above all things and your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22, 34-40). 
When we keep God out of the life of our country – that is, when he no 
longer is the point of reference – a void appears. This void leads each 
person to create one’s own truth, one’s own law, where equality disap-
pears and is replaced by discrimination and racism. How can that void 
be filled? By living the commandment of love. 
 

Faced with heinous acts of racism – which make our country tremble 
because the dignity of the human person is trampled – we react, we 
attend demonstrations, and we seek solutions to help eradicate the 
inequality, abuse, discrimination and death that exist in our culture. 
Looking for solutions to that pain is essential, as long as it doesn’t 
degenerate into a source of destruction. 
 

How can this virus that is stifling our culture be eradicated? We cannot 
simply act or create laws as a reaction against the sad and painful 
events of racism. All this does is to put racism in a state of 
“hibernation” – to "lower" its temperature, so to speak – and give the 
impression that it is possible to continue living as if that virus no long-
er existed. This is a mistake. 
 

The solution comes via a process of transformation in the heart of each 
person. When we turn our gaze toward God, who is love and mercy, 
there is a conversion from sin to repentance, from lukewarmness to 
fervor, from doubt to faith, from error to seeking truth. Mercy and love 
are the key to combating and eradicating the destructive and harmful 
virus of racism and discrimination. 
 

This process can only happen in freedom – as the Bill of Rights pro-
claims – where there is true and unrestricted space for expression, 
where sincere dialogue can take place, where all voices are respected, 
and where – by truly listening – the common elements with which to 
transform society and refine its laws, can be found. Thus, we will pro-
claim from the depths of our heart, by word and by action, the respect 
for the dignity of the person. 
 

The Bill of Rights, which protects freedom of expression, brings with 
it a big challenge: the challenge to live with humility. Why? Humility 
is necessary to learn to listen with respect; if one doesn't listen in this 
manner there is no dialogue, but a monologue that imposes silence on 
the other. That is, there is no true freedom of expression. 
No matter how many laws are created to protect the dignity of the 
human person, to protect life, and to abolish racism, these will never 
take effect, nor will they change reality unless they spring first from 
within the heart and are expressed in a sincere and free dialogue, with 
God as principal point of reference. 
 

We’re all called to a conversion of heart so that, through a free and 
sincere dialogue, with God at its center, we may again see each other 
as he created us: equal, where differences are respected and our daily 
living in community enriches each other. 
 

Without God there is no love, without love there is no respect, without 
respect there is no dignity. 
 

God bless America! 
  

In God We Trust 
Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama 
 

In these recent months we’ve been 
facing events that have changed 
our way of living, our expecta-
tions, and our way of seeing our 
existence. 
 

First came a virus that paralyzed the world. That virus now forces us 
to stay at home and wear masks so that we do not infect or become 
infected. 
 

More recently, an event revived another virus that sickens society and 
can make it crumble. That virus is racism, and it destroys human dig-
nity! 
 

It’s sad and painful to witness the reality of discrimination, of racism, 
when we live in a country where – with patriotic pride – we proclaim: 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to 
the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” Where we also affirm: “In God we 
trust,” and where very often “God bless America” is recited at the end 
of speeches. 
 

We mention God, but I wonder: Where is our faith in that God to 
whom we so often implore as a country? Living a Christian life be-
hind closed doors – as something private – doesn’t give us the space 
nor the ability to influence the life of our republic. 
 

I repeat, the evil of racism destroys the dignity of the person. In rac-
ism one group, who believes itself superior, sees others as mere ob-
jects. In racism, one group silences another because of color, culture 
or language. 
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Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making slow but steady progress in meeting our parish goal of 
$164,590.  As of July 9th, $ 150,804 has been pledged by 497 families 
(85% of goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to 
the link below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount 
over a period of time for up to 6 months. We would love to have 
100% of the registered families participate in helping us make our 
goal.  All money collected above our goal will come back to the Ba-
silica.  If you should need help in making an on-line pledge, please 
contact the parish office. GIVETOBAA.ORG 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful parish. 
 

You are invited to learn more at DioceseOfRaleigh.org. 
 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

Instruments of God's Love:    
Reflect, Pray, Serve 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

From Father Chesco 

Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English) 
 

Matthew 13:1-9 
Jesus goes to the sea boards a boat and tells 
us the story about a sower of seeds that 
goes to sow a seed in four kinds of terrain. 
 

The farmer scattered the seeds with his 
hand as he walked across the land. The first 
terrain he encounters are the roads that cut 
through the fields. On the second terrain, seeds fell to the ground 
amidst the stones. This caused the seeds to sprout rapidly, but they 
dried quickly in the sun. The third terrain is fields infested with thorns 
and weeds that drown the good seeds; and the fourth terrain the seeds 
fall on good, fertile soil and bore fruit, one hundred, another sixty, 
another thirty: There is a clear contrast between the lost seeds (13, 4-7) 
and the abundant fruit (13.8). 
 

I want to invite you to see this parable as a direct invitation from Jesus 
to receive his word as a seed and allow it to germinate. 
 

The parable of the sower is itself a seed that Jesus sows in us today. 
It is necessary to avoid two dangers. The first is to consider that the 
land on the road is the group of non-believers and that the other ter-
rains are the believers. No, the seed is the divine word and the four 
grounds are you, and I, and all the believers, because we in some way 
have an interest in Jesus. You and I can be a land on the road when we 
do not pay attention to His word, when we do not seek to understand 
His message, when we have no interest in knowing what God wants 
from us. 
 

The second danger is to believe that we are already the good ground 
that is bearing fruit. I wish it were true, but it is better to think that we 
can be the four fields. You are a land on the road when we do not pay 
attention to the gospel, when even though you love it you are not inter-
ested in its word. You are stony ground when the difficulties, prejudic-
es and the opinion of others weigh more than the love you have for 
Jesus and his word. You are weedy land when things, people and oc-
cupations remove Jesus from the center of your life and you are good 
land when you hear the word  , you try every day to understand it and 
seek to produce the expected fruits and learn from Him. 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  

 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU EVER ASKED SOMEONE you know who has left 
the church to come back?  It’s not as hard as you may think.   

Please try it.  You may be their only link to returning. 
 
 

For more information contact Simone Amato—762-5491 Ext. 129 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

Human Life and Dignity Networking Gathering 
August 19, 2020 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
An opportunity to connect with ministers and organizations that sup-
port human life and dignity. Presentation from 11:00 – 11:30. Light 
refreshments served; no RSVP required.  St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 
Greenville, NC.  Event Contact:  Joshua Klickman 
Joshua.Klickman@raldioc.org 
 

Catholic Committee on Scouting Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 - 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
The Raleigh Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting is open to all 
adult Scouters working with Catholic and non-Catholic sponsored 
Scouting Units in the Diocese. This includes Cub Pack, Webelos, 
Scout BSA Troops, Venture Crews, Girl Scout and Brownie Troops. 
Topics discussed include assisting Catholic parishes & organizations in 
sponsoring/chartering new units, promoting religious emblem pro-
grams, training, the annual Catholic Camporee & Scout Sunday activi-
ties, the St. George Trek at Philmont, & providing fellowship among 
Catholic Scouters. 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Details to come! 
For additional information about this event, please contact Married 
Life Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 
919-821-9753. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and oth-
ers involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the 
role of Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity 
for the building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-
care workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be 
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please 
visit the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more infor-
mation.  Registration is now available! 
 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a unique form of fertility educa-
tion. This information then helps married couples plan to achieve or 
postpone a pregnancy. To learn more about Natural Family Planning in 
the Raleigh Diocese, please visit:  
 

2020 Diocesan One-Day Marriage Preparation Workshop  
Inviting all engaged couples who are preparing for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony to attend a One-Day Diocesan Marriage Preparation Work-
shop. Remember to talk with your pastor before signing up. Registra-
tion and a list of dates and locations can be found at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/mpw2020. Additional details:  
Rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 919-821-9753. 
 

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

Ricci Yohana González Sevilla,  
Reitoca, F.M., Honduras  

 
This is Ricci Yohana González Sevilla, the 

Pharmacy Technician in  
Farmacia San Francisco de Asís in  

Reitoca, F.M., Honduras.   
Ms. González is a native of Reitoca. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Father Bob’s new website and blog has 
debuted.  It is called missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.   
 

Hope you like it! 

Carolina Catholic and the George Floyd case 
Due to an illness, there will be no second July Carolina Catholic show.   
Shows will continue in August. 
 

These shows can also be heard on our website 
at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for your 
prayers and support of Catholic radio. 
 

Drive Out Hunger Golf Outing (New Date) 
Join Catholic Charities for our 3rd Annual “Drive Out Hunger” Golf 
Outing at Prestonwood Country Club in Cary on Monday, July 27, 
2020. Proceeds will support the 5 Catholic Charities food pantries 
across the diocese, which distribute nearly 3 million pounds of food 
each year. For more information and to register, please vis-
it www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/golf-2020. For questions please 
contact Katey Fithian, Development Director, 
at Katey.Fithian@raldioc.org or by phone at (919) 821-8142. 
 
2020 Ultimate Seminarian Invitational  
Join high school students from around the diocese in the 2020 Ulti-
mate Seminarian Invitational at the Our Lady of Lourdes fields on 
July 24 at 3:00 pm. Due to the coronavirus, we will observe the pre-
scriptions for separation and interaction as suggested by the CDC, as 
well as the NC state mask mandate.  Dinner will be provided by the 
Knights of Columbus. It is a fun-filled afternoon where good friend-
ships are made with our seminarians. Please RSVP by July 22 by 
emailing: officeofvocations@raldioc.org. 
 

Train the Trainer 
Saturday, August 8, 2020 - 01:30 pm - 04:00 pm 
Have you already attended a Safe Environment Training class? Would 
you like to be trained to facilitate these sessions that help adults gain 
the capacity to recognize and report child abuse and neglect? Attend 
this "Train the Trainer" session. To register, contact:  Anai Olivares at 
253-946-2941 or momchurchnc@gmail.com; or Deacon Ramon Ferrer 
at ramon.ferrer@raldioc.org or 919-821-8155. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
  
Since the last time I wrote to you we have cele-
brated July 4th without many of our traditions, 
joining the list of  Lent, Easter, graduations, and 
all the Spring traditions at school. I have recently 

lost a week of work with a fever for several days which prompted a 
COVID test. Thank God, after waiting for 3 days, the result was nega-
tive.  
 

The summer work is different this summer as it usually consists of inter-
views, tours, ordering of books, etc. Added to the usual has been school 
planning regarding the COVID-19 situation. 
 

There have been many meetings with the superintendent’s office and 
principals. I have taken part in two diocesan meetings regarding the lat-
est guidelines for schools from NC DHHS and the DOR CSO (Diocese 
of Raleigh Catholic Schools Office). We discussed the latest guidelines 
that were sent to us. 
 

I have also created a Task Force of medical, legal, research, and educa-
tion professionals to help create plans for the A, B, and C scenarios from 
DHHS. Once these plans are created we will be sending them to you. 
The goal of our diocesan schools is to be in-person teaching at the end of 
August at this time. As I have mentioned before, all of these plans are 
being made for what is a moving target. Our goal is to create plans ac-
cording to the guidelines that will provide a healthy and safe school en-
vironment for students, teachers and staff, and parents. Governor Cooper 
will be making an announcement regarding schools soon. 
 

Survey - By now you should have received the school survey. We hope 
that you can completed the short survey so that our committee can use 
the results for some of the planning. We care what you think and how 
you and your children were affected by this whole situation. As I have 
said in the past, I am very proud of how our education team flipped our 
education program to distance learning within 48 hours. Not all schools 
were able to do this for the benefit of the students. Now we want to make 
sure that we improve where we can and  we are eager to learn more 
about what you are thinking concerning the return to the 2020-2021 
school year. 
  

Facebook Page 
We post events, accomplishments, and special announcements on our 
Saint Mary Catholic School Facebook page. You can  check out the 
latest school videos there. If you’re not a member of Facebook, you can 
visit by going to our school website and clicking on the Facebook sym-
bol.  
 

Mission Priest 
For those of you who remember Fr. Bob Kus, our former pastor, I want 
to share that he has just created a website and blog. You may want to 
visit him there. www.missionpriest.com 

 

Re-registration 
We are currently enrolling new students for the 2020-2021 school year. 
It is important to re-register now if you want us to save your child’s seat. 
We want all of our students in PreK - 7th grade to return.  

 

Donation 
If you would like to donate to our Tuition Assistance Fund, please write 
your check to St. Mary School. We would be grateful for your kindness 
any time of the year. 
 

Harris Teeter - Remember to re-link your VIC card to #1809 for St. 
Mary School! When you do this, they send us checks!!! 
 

The Next Generation of Box Tops is Here 
Box Tops is changing to fit today's families. The new 
and improved Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-
art technology to scan your store receipt, find partici-
pating products and instantly add Box Tops to your 
school's earnings online. 
 

 MORE CONVENIENT—Redeem anywhere, 
anytime within 14 days of purchase 

 EASY TO USE—No more clipping or sending 
Box Tops to school  

 REAL TIME—Your school’s earnings are auto-
matically updated online 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 150 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour! 
 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions  

and ethnic origins welcome 
910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 

JOSHUA 
      1:9 SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Joshua 1:9 Scholarship Fund is an en-
dowed Component Fund of the NC 
Community Foundation.  Established in 
2002, the fund is dedicated to providing 

financial assistance to St. Mary Catholic School families whose chil-
dren are African American, Hispanic or who are children of a single 
parent.  To be eligible, the family, or legal guardian of the child must 
be able to verify current need for financial assistance through FACTS 
Grant and Aid Assessment. 
 

The Joshua 1:9 Fund has helped many families, some of whom have 
struggled with sudden illness, unemployment, and other financial dis-
tress to pay costs for partial tuition, books, uniforms, lunches, and 
other educational needs. 
 

The seed for the Joshua 1:9 Fund was sown over 70 years ago; in the 
hearts of two little girls of a single mother living in Ohio, and a boy of 
Irish immigrant single mother struggling in Brooklyn.  Financial assis-
tance made it possible for all three children to go to Catholic School.  
There, they were educated, guided, nourished and prepared for produc-
tive lives.  One of the girls, Ann Campbell-Morin, created the fund in 
2002 in honor of her husband and sister to give back the gift they re-
ceived so many years before.   
 

For information please contact the St. Mary School office. 
 

SUPPORT OUR MISSION: You can ensure the continuation of our 
mission in a variety of ways.  All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest 
extent allowed by law.  

“Be firm, be steadfast.  Do 
not fear nor be dismayed, 
For the Lord, your God is 

with you wherever you go.”    
                        (Joshua 1:9) 
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FREE Shipping
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24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
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ATTACK OF THE LAMBS
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