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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
9:00 am in English 

12:00 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

8:30 am in English 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
For information………...910-754-8544                                                           

 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your 
wedding. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

November 8, 2020 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 11/01 bulletin publication date.   

Masses scheduled at this time include Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday 
at 9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm (Spanish) with required reserva-
tions through SignUp Genius. Link and information can be found on 
the parish website (thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass will be availa-
ble Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 am with no reservation 
required.  Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 4:00—

4:45 pm.  Please continue to check the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org) for up to date information including updated 

Mass times.  If you would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, 
please contact the Parish Office at 762-5491.   

St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.   
St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 

 
Sunday Readings 
November 8, 2020 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Wis 6:12–16 
Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, 
and she is readily perceived by those who love her, 
and found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire; 
whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, 
for he shall find her sitting by his gate. 
For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, 
and whoever for her sake keeps vigil 
shall quickly be free from care; 
because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, 
and graciously appears to them in the ways, 
and meets them with all solicitude. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 63:2, 3–4, 5–6, 7–8 
R. (2b) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
O God, you are my God whom I seek; 
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 
to see your power and your glory, 
For your kindness is a greater good than life; 
my lips shall glorify you. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
Thus will I bless you while I live; 
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 
As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
I will remember you upon my couch, 
and through the night-watches I will meditate on you: 
You are my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
Reading 2 
1 Thes 4:13–18 or 4:13–14 
In the shorter form of the reading, the passage in brackets is omitted. 
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through 
Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. [ Indeed, we tell you 
this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of 
an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one 
another with these words. ] 
 
Gospel 
Mt 25:1–13 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven will be like 
ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when 
taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks 
of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up 
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise ones replied, 
‘No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the mer-
chants and buy some for yourselves.’ While they went off to buy it, the 
bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast 
with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the other virgins came 
and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ But he said in reply, 
‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.”  
 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Getting to Know You 
At the end of today's Gospel, when the foolish virgins return from the 
quick shop with the oil, they are locked out of the wedding. The groom 
answers their pleas, not with a question, "Why weren't you ready?" but 
with the statement, "I don't know you" (Mt 25:12). Now that sounds 
kind of odd, if the bridegroom represents the LORD, because God 
knows everything, and everybody. In Matthew's Gospel, this phrase 
seems to imply that "because you made no effort to know me, I don't 
know you." In other words, the oil in the parable stands for knowing the 
LORD. Or at least making an effort to know him. 
 
So what am I doing to get to know Jesus? One way to know someone is 
to act like them. Actors who portray a real person try to watch videos of 
that person to see how they talk, walk, relate to people, what kind of 
posture they have, how they dress, etc. We can act like Jesus by follow-
ing his example of care for the poor and the sick, forgiving people who 
have done wrong, teaching people about God's love, feeding the hungry, 
and giving God the credit for what we do. 
 
Another way to get to know someone is to talk to them. The more we 
pray, the more we get close to Jesus. We can praise God for Creation, 
we can thank God for all the giving (and forgiving!) We can ask for help 
for those we love and for God's strength in our weakness (2 Cor 12:9). 
But we don't get to know someone if we do all the talking. Our prayer 
can include time to be quiet and listen to the LORD. We also listen to 
God by reading God's words in the Bible. And God can speak to some 
people in art, song, or poetry. The advice and wisdom of friends and 
relatives can also be God speaking to us. Hopefully, we can all find 
ways of getting to know the Lord, so that God can "recognize" us as 
friends.  
 

  Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 
 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 29; Lk 17:7-10 
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6; Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday: Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18; Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-5; 
 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 [14-15, 19-21]  
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Parish Information 

 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

We hoped the election would be over by now but  
we are still in the midst of it. Let us pray for  
quick results and for all political leaders in our  
country. 
 

Many states across the US show an upward trend 
in new infections with Covid-19 as  
hospitalizations soar. The pandemic is not going  
to disappear with a magic wand. Everyone is entitled to have an opin-
ion on safety measures but we cannot reject scientific guidance on the 
coronavirus. It is necessary to be empathic to other people if we want 
to slow the impact of spreading the virus. In this case the safety of the 
entire society comes before the whims of an individual.  Let us not 
only pray for common sense but act accordingly.   
 

In my younger days I used to  watch live plays. The theater originated 
in the  6 century BCE in Athens in ancient Greece. The tragedies and 
comedies were staged in an open air theater with very good acous-
tics.  In the early stages of the history of the theater one actor or a few 
of them and a 12-15 member choir performed while wearing masks 
and the audience  enjoyed watching them play without wearing 
masks.  
 

Now the opposite. The audience seated  in a limited number is wear-
ing the masks while the actors perform without  them. No brilliant 
playwright would have envisioned something like this.  Let us pray for 
actors involved in theater who feel the financial impact  of continued 
cancellations. They look forward to taking up  the sage again.  
 

In the basilica things are going smoothly. We celebrate baptisms, wed-
dings, first communions, confirmations and other sacraments. The 
Knights of Columbus are coordinating a food and blood drive. Both 
are a great need in our area. Mr. and Mrs. Lee and Saharon Parker will 
be named the Family of the Month. Congratulations! As you see, 
the parish is still alive.  
 

In Christ,  
Fr. Ryszard 

Prayer List  
If you would like to remove or add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Mass on Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

Ramphis G. Abraham 
Andrea Baker 

Amanda Bennett 
Jack Bragg 

Alexandra A. Briganti 
Jimmy Dixon 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Betsy Gainey 
Mike Gaynor 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
 

Philip Hatcher 
Larry Hite 

Joseph Johnson 
Joyce Karkos 
Walter Karkos 
James Kroeger 
Mark Kroeger 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Lisa Loos 

Barbara J. O’Rourke 
Barbara M. O’Rourke 

Sharon O’Rourke 
Baby Ozzie 

 
 

Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 
Kinsley Porter 

Raymond Porter 
Robert “Bobby” Porter 

Rylie Porter 
Swayzee Porter 

William “Billy” Porter 
Kathy Sheppard 

Frank Smigiel Family 
Ned Underhill 

Lynne VanStory 
Joseph Wagner Family 

Mike Weldon 
Bill Wendt 

 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers—Parish Office at 
762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) - David 
Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Barbara Russ at (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Mose
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  Claudia Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-
1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  Monica Winters at 910-520-0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
claire@brettburkhart.com 
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program—Dé Corbett, Direc-
tor, (910) 232-2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden—Contact parish 
office to schedule a meeting.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, November 7 
 5:00 pm † Mary Buttigieg 
    Offered by Joseph Buttigieg 
Sunday, November 8 
 9:00 am  † Bob Fry 
    Offered by Vonnie Fry 
12:00 pm   † Manuel Sarte 
    Offered by The Flood Family 
Monday, November 9 
  8:30 am † Mom, Dad and Richard Cocozziello 
    Offered by Joan Cocozziello 
Wednesday, November 11 
 8:30 am  † Jillian Izzie Oberiano 
    Offered by Linda and Steve Ebbing 
Friday, November 13 
8:30 am  † Ross Fishburn 
    Offered by Arlene Fishburn 
Saturday, November 14 
5:00 pm † Christopher Swift Dickey 
    Offered by Alice Cathrall and Laurie Jakeway 
Sunday, November 15 
 9:00 am † Davin Rogers 
    Offered by Kathy Rogers 
12:00 pm   † Ben Kuklo 
    Offered by Barbara and Ralph Russo 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
 
 
 

 
Refund Support  
Vocations Program  
Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are 
committed to providing 
moral, financial and spir-

itual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the 
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, 
council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in 
our local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not 
the only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and 
prayers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians 
with this program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle through 
the end of November.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  Please 
contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com or check our 
website kofc1074.org for more information.  
 
 
 
 

  
Food Drive for the Sister Isaac Center 

and  
Blood Drive 

Saturday, December 5 
10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tileston Center Parking Lot (Gym Side) 
 

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 1074 in conjunction with 
the Blood Connection.  All food and cash donations will go to the 
Sister Issac Center.  The Blood mobile will be parked in the lot. 

 

Any questions please contact the Grand Knight Ralph Maggio 
at grandknight1074@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

After months of practicing our ‘Curb Service’, we seem to have a 
good process in place.   We are getting busier every day, but we aren’t 
anywhere the number of people we serve as opposed to ‘pre-covid’ 
days.  Many of my volunteers have come back to help, and that’s why 
we have been able to increase our volumes gradually.  
 

As for donations of material goods, we are slowly getting ready to be 
able to accept more items.  We have started taking small amounts of 

clothing; this month I’d like to ask for men’s jeans or khakis, under-
wear and socks.  I would also ask that you please call me to arrange a 
time to drop off any donations.  You could also send me a note at out-
reach@thestmaryparish.org).  
 

My next challenge is to figure out how we will handle our Thanksgiv-
ing project … and then think about our Christmas projects. Watch this 
space for more info as we make our plans.  
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

 
 
 

  
The message we hear this weekend in the 
readings seems to echo from a time and place 
very distant from our everyday experiences so 
it takes a bit of imagination to see where it 
leads. First, we are asked to seek wisdom but 
then can be delighted and surprised that it is 
already there waiting for us....God's gift to 

open our eyes. Having found that kernel of wisdom, Paul shares his 
insight into what God has already prepared and waiting for the people 
of his time and for us as well...God's gift of eternal life. Then we hear 
Jesus tell a story of those who were guided by the wisdom of common 
sense and were ready to receive the welcome of the open door...God's 
gift of the feast of Eucharist.It's time for a song : ‘All good gifts 
around us, are sent from heaven above… 
 

so thank the Lord, yes thank the Lord.’ 
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 
 

First Communion 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April.  We began celebrating First Communions at our Sunday 
Masses.  We will be doing four at each Mass (English and Spanish), 
for a total of eight per week.  Contact Deacon John Walsh at ext. 114 
or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sun-
day through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her 
First Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can 
comfortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortu-
nately, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow 
any additional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our par-
ish website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion in April. 

 

2020/2021 Faith Formation Registration 
As I’m sure you can all imagine, our faith formation program will look 
slightly different this year. We are offering an at-home program for all 
age groups through Christmas and then we will assess the viability of 
being able to gather for in-person sessions at that time. 
 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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 For our K-5 children, we will be utilizing Sadlier’s “Christ In 
Us” program. This program allows for both virtual and in-person 
learning, so if we are able to gather in person after Christmas, our 
children and leaders will be able to use the same program. 

 For middle/high school age youth, we will be utilizing Pflaum’s 
“Gospel Weeklies” program. 

 

If you missed the online registration for your children in our Faith 
Formation program for the 2020/2021 academic year, please contact 
Deacon John Walsh. 
 

The last meeting of the Catholic Daughters was on October 13. Some 
members were present in person, and some joined via Zoom. Since we 
had not met for several months, the installation of officers for the 
year, plus new members, was finally able to take place. We met brief-
ly the following week to stuff bags with snacks and goodies for veter-
ans and their caregivers. These were delivered to Fort Bragg, Fayette-
ville. 
 

Our next meeting will be on November 10 at 6:30 pm in Tileston and 
concurrently via Zoom.  All ladies of the parish are invited. 
 

For more information, call Claudia Rossi, 910 399-1782. 
 
 

 

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

Solemnity of all Saints 
November 1, 2020 
October 22, 2020 
 

What is the good life that God intends for 
us? And how is it related to the ultimate 
end or purpose of life? Is it not our desire and longing for true happi-
ness, which is none other than the complete good, the sum of all 
goods, leaving nothing more to be desired? Jesus addresses this ques-
tion in his sermon on the mount. This sermon begins with the beati-
tudes. The word beatitude literally means “happiness” or 
“blessedness”. The beatitudes, which Jesus offers us, are a sign of 
contradiction to the world’s understanding of happiness and joy. The 
heart of Jesus’ message is that we can live a very happy life. 
 

Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of all Saints. We show our 
veneration of the saints through our acts of love and fellowship. They 
have already achieved the victor’s crown and live in heaven. We want 
to be inspired to follow their example and be helped by their prayers. 
We honor and venerate them today, yet we erect no altars to any of the 
saints. Today we are celebrating the billions of nameless saints who 
have lived since the time of Jesus and who have never been beatified 
or canonized.  They are not lesser beings, they are just less known. 
 
Sainthood is not something we do, but is something Christ does for us. 
Sainthood is the birthright of the baptized and not something earned.  
A saint is a sinner re-dressed and edified by the touch of Jesus. She or 
he has let go of the ornaments, cover-ups, and posturing and are avail-
able to their truths and the truths around them. The saints were people 
whose lives included Christ as their companion and guide. They were 
people who lived the faith of the beatitudes, the merciful, the peace-
makers, those who hungered and thirsted after righteousness. 
 

~Fr. Chesco 

 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors 
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Basilica sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by any person two (2) 
years of age or older. 

From Father Chesco 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

The Catholic Daughters of Americas,  
Court Wilmington 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

As of October 15th, $ 164,591 has been pledged by 518 families 
(92% of goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to 
GIVETOBAA.ORG.  Thank you for your continued support of our 
wonderful parish.  You are invited to learn more at dioceseofra-
leigh.org. 

 
 
 
 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
Instruments of God's Love:    

Reflect, Pray, Serve 
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From the Bishop 
October 27, 2020 
Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama 
 

While traveling, I was contemplating a 
beautiful sunset and decided to take pic-
tures to capture that beautiful moment. I 
took one picture after another one, trying to 
take in the beauty of that changing mo-
ment. It was impossible to determine which 
of those moments was the best of all and if the photographs had cap-
tured all that beauty in full. 
 

While reflecting, I came to realize that I was so busy in the journey of 
taking the perfect picture, that I forgot to live in the moment – that 
perfect gift of beauty. 
 

With the advances that cell phones offer us today, we have, at any 
time, cameras that give us the chance to seize an event in a photo-
graph, able to share it immediately. This is the way that advances in 
technology work. 
 

Mary, according to the gospels, kept all these memories in her heart. 
It is important to save good memories in photographs, computer fold-
ers, or on cell phones. Yes, but those moments bring in a special 
meaning if they have been imprinted first in our hearts. 
 

We often forget to enjoy or live special moments due to our eagerness 
to capture them in photos and/or share them on social media. 
 

When Jesus healed or performed a miracle, he would order us: don’t 
tell anyone what has happened or what you have seen. This order by 
Jesus is very interesting; we can ask ourselves, why did he order that? 
Well, I think that he wanted to allow that event -- that special situation 
-- to first find and put down roots in the heart before sharing it, so that 
this sharing takes place not by euphoria, but by conviction. 
 

Living in the moment is not enough. Rather, when this experience 
finds space in the heart, it becomes a treasure that transforms and 
pushes us to share what has been treasured, appreciated and loved. 
The same thing can happen in our lives with each of the moments that 
we live. With each of the events that the Lord gives us: first we have 
to live it, then appreciate and treasure it, and then we can share it. 
The irresistible desire to share, to take a picture of everything, or to 
take a selfie, doesn’t allow us to be immersed in the moment or to 
enrich our hearts. 
 

I don’t talk badly about technology, but we must know how to find a 
balance that allows us to live fully in the present. Also, we must learn 

to take a photo that, in the future, will be a memory of what was treas-
ured in the heart and will be shared with the story that that memory 
entails. 
 

Let us follow Mary’s example, so that our hearts are not reduced to 
just basic and cold files. Instead, they become recipients of immense 
treasures of experiences rich in life, gratitude and love. Once they 
become matured and rooted in our hearts; we can then go and share 
these wonders that the Lord has wrought in us. 
  

Employment Opportunities 
Visit the Diocese of Raleigh Employment Opportunities page for cur-
rent job listings at diocesan offices, parishes and schools, as well as 
some regional positions: dioceseofraleigh.org/employment.  
 

St. Mary Housing Corp. 
The Board of Directors of St. Mary Housing Corp., a non-profit oper-
ated by the Diocese of Raleigh, is looking for three additional Board 
Members.  Meetings are quarterly and the term is three years.  We 
provide long-term housing for low income seniors in Haddon Hall I 
and II apartments in Wilmington and provide varied programs to help 
them during their stay. Board membership requires a respectful atti-
tude towards a religiously affiliated organization and a commitment to 
the welfare of the residents. If interested, please email Donn Garvey at 
donn010@yahoo.com, or call 910-383-1398. If I cannot answer, 
please leave a number.  
 

Hospital and Hospice Sick Calls during the Covid-19 Pandemic  
Due to the pandemic, there is a protocol in place for emergency de-
partment patients and in-patients at NHRMC who desire to be 
anointed.  If you or your loved one wants to receive the sacrament you 
need to tell the nurse.  The nurse will get the medical clearance and 
will contact the chaplain who will in tern contact Fr. Greg Anatuanya.  
The process goes very quickly.  Father will follow all safety protocols 
before, during, and after the visit.  Fr. Greg is the only priest allowed 
in the hospital for the purpose of administering the Sacrament of the 
Sick.    
 

If you or your loved one is an in-patient at Lower Cape Fear LifeC-
are and you need a priest let a staff member know and they will make 
the arrangements.   
 

All other sick calls for parishioner’s at home should be directed to 
their parish. 
 

UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry 
Mass Schedule:  Our Sunday evening mass time will change on No-
vember 1st from 5:30 pm to 4:30 pm.  The mass is held on the back 
lawn of the campus ministry building and is live streamed on UNCW 
Catholic Campus Ministry Facebook.  If it rains, we will live stream 
from the chapel and there will be limited seating in the living room.  
Wednesday mass is at 6:00 pm and Friday mass is at 12:15 pm. 
No tickets or sign-up are required. 
 

UNCW Hawk’s Harvest Food Pantry 
Due to the pandemic, the number of students who are experiencing 
food insecurity has risen.  Catholic Campus Ministry, which houses 
the food pantry, kept the pantry open all through the lock down and 
the summer months.  The pantry is available to current UNCW stu-
dents with a valid student ID card and is open on Thursdays from 
3:00-5:00 or by appointment.  For more information call Sr. Rose at 
(910) 792-0507. 
 
 

When Treasure Transforms Us 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?  Take 
the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble registering 
your email and I will be glad to help you.   

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an e 

vent has been canceled or will be offered online. 
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Vintage Values Resale Shops 
We sincerely appreciate the support that has been given to Vintage 
Values Resale Shops through the years! The stores are owned and 
operated by Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc. It is with the 
help of generous hearts that many victims of domestic violence are 
served. 
 

Vintage Values Resale Shops are in need of volunteer support! The 
stores rely on volunteers to keep our doors open and sadly, many of 
volunteers have not been able to return due to COVID 19. 
 

The stores have implemented safety procedures that are strictly fol-
lowed. Face masks are required by anyone entering the store. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help sort, hang, run the cashier register, 
steam clothes and many other tasks. Just a few hours a week could 
make a really big difference. The additional safety protocol and a re-
duced amount of volunteers has created a challenge at all locations. 
Currently, the 609 Castle Street location has the greatest need. Some 
days, only two people are available to maintain the entire operation 
and it has become increasingly difficult. 
 

Your help would be greatly appreciated and is very much needed. 
 

Locations : 
 

Vintage Values on Castle                                
609 Castle Street 
 

Vintage Values on College 
413 S. College Road 
University Landing 
 

Vintage Values at Monkey Junction 
 5226 S. College Road 
 (in front of Wal Mart) 910.350.8918 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass, typically celebrated each year in 
October, honors those celebrating wedding anniversaries, with special 
recognition to couples with 25, 50, or 60 years of marriage. 
 

Out of concern for the health and well-being of the people in our dio-
cese, the 2020 Wedding Anniversary Mass will not take place. 
 

Couples willing to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass in-
tention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacramen-
tality of marriage. 
 

Youth Ministers Networking Session 
Come and join Youth Ministers from around the Dioceses of Raleigh 
in a Networking Session to talk about best practices.  Our meetings 
will be once a month.   We would love to hear about the amazing 
things you are doing.  https://dioceseofraleigh.org/events/Adult%
20Faith%20Formation  
 

“Those who carry God in their hearts bear heaven with them, wherever 
they go.” St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
 

Carolina Catholic speaks with North Carolina's Right to Life 
president, Bill Pincus 
 

For our first show in November, we speak with Bill Pincus, president 
of the NC Right to Life. He will share with us the goals of the right-to-
life movement, advances that have been made over the past few years, 
and where we go from here. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 

Saturday, November 14th, at 11:00 am., and Sunday, November 
8th and 15th, at 6:00 pm. You can also hear this show live streamed 
on our station at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com. And as always, 
we thank you for listening to Catholic radio. 
 

Wednesdays@1  
Are you in need of more volunteers in ministry?  Do you need practi-
cal advice on ways to identify new volunteers?  Looking for ways to 
get people to say "Yes" to the invitation to ministry? 
 

Upcoming Events - Save the Dates: 
November 18 - Equip and Enrich Volunteers 
December 16 - Mentor and Multiply Volunteer 
 

The Gift of Catholicism Symposium 
The Gift of Catholicism, an online symposium from the Diocese of 
Raleigh, is designed specifically for those with the mind and heart for 
Christian unity. This symposium will feature a collection of gifts from 
renowned Catholic speakers and will be available from November 6-
30, 2020. Visit dioceseofraleigh.org to learn more and watch the talks. 
 

Human Life and Dignity Networking Gathering 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
An opportunity to connect with ministers and organizations that sup-
port human life and dignity. Presentation from 11:00 – 11:30. Light 
refreshments served; no RSVP required.  St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
Fayetteville 
 

Art as Spiritual Therapy Retreat 
Back by popular demand is our Art as Spiritual Therapy retreat. Come 
experience the healing aspects of arts and crafts. Our presenters will 
show you how to use some hands-on arts and craft activities to renew 
your spirit. Among others activities, expert potters will guide you in 
creating your own piece of pottery, kiln fired just in time for Christ-
mas. The retreat is one night, November 20-21. The special price is 
$175, which includes all materials, meals, lodging and access to the 
beautiful grounds at Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC. 
Space is limited to make sure everyone has proper working space, so 
register now at www.catholicconference.org/art-therapy. For more 
information email info@catholicconference.org or call 828-327-7441. 
While on the website, check out our “Behold, I make all things new” 
New Year’s Retreat. 
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in 
common? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
 

THE FOUNDATION of the Diocese of Raleigh is taking part in this 
Giving Day dedicated to Catholic philanthropy on #GivingTuesday, 
December 1. Now in its sixth year, we are thrilled to participate with 
38 other arch/dioceses and foundations nationwide to raise funds for 
our own diocesan parishes, schools, and ministries. 
 

Since THE FOUNDATION is partnering with #iGiveCatholic, your 
ministry is invited to participate in the giving day. Learn more 
at https://raleigh.igivecatholic.org/. 
 

Annual Homeschool Mass 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:00 am 
All Catholic homeschooling families are invited to attend our annual 
mass in recognition of and thanksgiving for our families that make 
incredible sacrifices they make to instruct their children at home so as 
to ensure that they will grow up to be mature and dedicated followers 
of Jesus Christ and faithful members of His One, Holy Church. Mass 
will begin at 10:00am with light refreshments to follow. The Holy 
Mass and light reception will follow all guidelines of the Holy Name 
of Jesus Cathedral as elaborated on their webpage: https://
www.raleighcathedral.org/covid-19. 
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Thanks so much for sharing your spirit through 
the wonderful Halloween hat decorations that 
we enjoyed lastFriday. We thank our Home 
and School Association for the refreshing treat 

of Kona Ice to end our day while also ending the month of October. 
All of our parents are members of the H.S.A.  
 

It was so special to have our whole school family outside in the great 
weather to begin the day with the Annual PreK Parade and then end 
our day together with refreshments. Thanks to Serena Lau (president) 
and Mr. Hogan (music provider). It was great to see many of our 
online students come to enjoy the afternoon treat with their classmates. 
 

Monster Ball 8th Grade Fundraiser - This event has become a sell 
out! Thanks to all of the families who are participating in this mystery 
game to benefit the 8th grade’s final SMS activity or trip. 
 

Below are reminders for the month of November. 
Nov. 8th - Deadline for Monster Ball entries 
Nov. 11th - VETERANS’ DAY - NO SCHOOL 
Nov. 13th - End of First Quarter - NOON DISMISSAL 
Nov. 16th-19th - Virtual Scholastic Book Fair 
Nov. 20th - Report Cards Emailed 
Nov. 25th - 29th - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL 
Nov. 30th - Classes Resume 
 

We offer our prayers and condolences to Mrs. Karen Dries(Resource 
teacher) as her mother passed away last week.  We also offer our pray-
ers and condolences to the Glick family (Camilla- Kind.) as Camilla’s 
grandmother passed away last week. 
 

Thank you all for choosing St. Mary Catholic School for your chil-
dren’s education.  
 

Lunch Options 
We have lunch options available through MyHotLunch program on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays for your convenience. 
 

Spirit Day - 3rd Thursday 
On these days we dress down out of uniform and wear some of our 
favorite St. Mary School Spirit Wear or blue and white.  Some days 
throughout the school year, we might choose to wear our favorite 
team’s spirit wear as well.  
 

COVID-19 Update 
Here at school we are continuing to follow the safety measures di-
rected by CDC and NCDHHS. We are keeping our classes in pods, 
wearing masks, taking entry temperatures, keeping a quarantine space. 
We are sanitizing hands upon entry and throughout the days. Our 
maintenance staff cleans at the end of the day, but also at mid-morning 
and mid-afternoon. They wipe down high touch surfaces throughout 
the entire school. We are doing our part to keep everyone healthy. I am 

hoping that our families are avoiding large group gatherings especially 
where people are not wearing masks. As I mentioned last week, this is 
the behavior that can help to keep our staff and students well which 
will keep our school open. One of our community’s schools needed to 
be closed last week due to too many positive cases. Let’s all do our 
part to keep well for ourselves and for others. We pray for those who 
are suffering.  
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions 
allow. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will 
be allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the 
guidelines. Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by 
phone or online. Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe 
and healthy. It’s not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for 
now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Where can I find the NCDHHS Strong Schools Toolkit? 

Simply google it online. That document is open to all. St. 
Mary School is also following additional guidelines from our 
diocesan schools office. These documents are updated as 
new information is received. 

Q.  What can we as families do to help keep the students, faculty, staff,            
and our families safe? 

When you and your family members are out, please stay 6’ 
apart from others, wear masks, and wash your hands often. 

Q.  Who will make the decisions regarding quarantining a class, clos-
ing school, etc.? 

If our school has a positive case in any family reported to us, 
I will be immediately in touch with NH County Health Dept. 
who will make those decisions and conduct any contact trac-
ing. necessary. They will also advise me as to how to report 
to our families. 

Q.  Will there be mask breaks and extra recess? 
 Yes, by all means. We are creating schedules to use spaces 
 all over the campus to allow our students and teachers to get 
 outside for fresh air breaks and extra recess. 
 

First Holy Communion Celebrations! 
We will be celebrating First Communions for all of our children/
youths who were scheduled to celebrate last April. We will be able to 
have four children/youths celebrate their First Holy Communion at 
each Sunday Mass. 
 

In order to secure a spot for your child at a Sunday Mass you must 
register through the sign-up form that is located on the parish website. 
Every Sunday through December 20th is available. Simply pick the 
date and Mass that you would like. This will be done on a first come/
first serve basis. 
 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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