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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

October 18, 2020 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 10/12 bulletin publication date.   

Masses scheduled at this time include Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday 
at 9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm (Spanish) with required reserva-
tions through SignUp Genius. Link and information can be found on 
the parish website (thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass will be availa-
ble Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 am with no reservation 
required.  Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 4:00—

4:45 pm beginning on October 24th.  Please continue to check the 
parish website (thestmaryparish.org) for up to date information 

including updated Mass times.  If you would like to reschedule your 
Mass Intention, please contact the Parish Office at 762-5491.   

St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.   
St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 

 

Sunday Readings 
October 18, 2020 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Is 45:1, 4–6 
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, 
whose right hand I grasp, 
subduing nations before him, 
and making kings run in his service, 
opening doors before him 
and leaving the gates unbarred: 
For the sake of Jacob, my servant, 
of Israel, my chosen one, 
I have called you by your name, 
giving you a title, though you knew me not. 
I am the LORD and there is no other, 
there is no God besides me. 
It is I who arm you, though you know me not, 
so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun 
people may know that there is none besides me. 
I am the LORD, there is no other. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 96:1, 3, 4–5, 7–8, 9–10  
R. (7b) Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all you lands. 
Tell his glory among the nations; 
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
awesome is he, beyond all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, 
but the LORD made the heavens. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Give to the LORD, you families of nations, 
give to the LORD glory and praise; 
give to the LORD the glory due his name! 
Bring gifts, and enter his courts. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
Worship the LORD, in holy attire; 
tremble before him, all the earth; 
say among the nations: The LORD is king, 
he governs the peoples with equity. 
R. Give the Lord glory and honor. 
 

Reading 2 
1 Thes 1:1–5b 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace. We give 
thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers, 
unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love and 
endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father, 

knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, how you were chosen. For 
our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with much conviction. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 22:15–21 
The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in 
speech. They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. And you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion, for you do not regard a person’s status. Tell us, 
then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or 
not?” Knowing their malice, Jesus said, “Why are you testing me, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays the census tax.” Then they hand-
ed him the Roman coin. He said to them, “Whose image is this and 
whose inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.” At that he said to them, 
“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs 
to God.”  
 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
"He Alone Is LORD" 
In the scriptures, being anointed usually meant you were a prophet or 
king of Israel. Anointing was a sign that God had chosen you for that 
job. But it was almost unheard of to call a king from another country 
anointed. So why is Cyrus given that title? Cyrus was king of Persia 
when the Babylonians held the people of Israel captive. God used him to 
defeat the Babylonians and eventually bring the Israelites back to their 
homes. 
 

In our first reading, we hear the Lord's words to Cyrus about God's plan 
for Israel. Notice that God is in charge: telling Cyrus what God will do, 
making other kings run from him, opening doors or gates that might 
have blocked Cyrus' armies--all for a king who doesn't even know God. 
Cyrus only knew the Persian gods. That is why the reading says several 
times that there is no God but the LORD. 
 

One thing this tells us is that God can work through anyone, not just 
saints and religious. Any time someone does a good deed, God is behind 
it. Just as God used Cyrus to free the Israelites from their Babylonian 
captivity, God can use governments to protect the poor, to help rebuild 
after disasters, to defend freedom. 
 

In that sense, we can understand what Jesus says about payment to Cae-
sar and to God. Since everything belongs to God, that should be our first 
allegiance. When a government does not protect the weakest or the 
rights of the poor, it should be accountable. But when God works 
through governments, we can give some support to them by such activi-
ties as voting, or paying taxes. Let us ask God to work through us also, 
helping us to proclaim that God alone is LORD.  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
 
 

 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-14; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday: Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19; Lk 12:49-53 
Friday: Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9 
Sunday: Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; 1 Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40 
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Parish Information 

Parish Calendar 
Link and updated parish information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 10/12 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office remains closed to visitors and  
St. Mary School is open for staff and students. 

 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for COVID-19 resources for Mass, 
faith at home, school at home and giving opportunities.  

 

Please check with individual ministries for updated information. 
 

 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, it's me again! 
 

Hope this message finds you in good spirits 
 

Last week was the feast of Our Lady of the  
Rosary.  The rosary with the fifteen mysteries:  
joyful, sorrowful and glorious was developed in 
the 16th century. In 2002 the pope added five  
mysteries of light. While praying the rosary we  
accompany Mary in the life, death and resurrection  
of Her Son. 
 

Bring your intentions to the Blessed Mother in supplications.  Mother 
Mary-  pray for us and our loved ones. 
 

First Communions have been underway for almost a month.  Our chil-
dren are very happy and excited to partake in the Eucharist with us. 
Their enthusiasm makes me very happy too. 
 

Last Thursday, October 8th, I confirmed over sixty girls and boys 
whose Confirmation was postponed because of the pandemic. Sharing 
their joy I pray that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will enrich their 
faith and help them become fervent witnesses to the Gospel. 
 

A few weeks ago we started a series of weddings at the Basilica. Last 
Saturday I officiated at the marriage of  Bonifacio and Racell. I was 
honored to pronounce them husband and wife.  May the Lord bless 
them with abundant love for each other. 
 

Wishing each of you all good things for the upcoming week, 
 

Fr. Ryszard  
 

Prayer List  
If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, October 24 and Sunday, October 25 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 

 

 
Sunday 

 

 
Sunday 

 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Mass on Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

Ramphis G. Abraham 
Andrea Baker 

Amanda Bennett 
Jack Bragg 

Alexandra A. Briganti 
Gary DelDuca 
Jimmy Dixon 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Mike Gaynor 

 
 

Alba Gibbs 
J.D. Grainger and Family 

Larry Hite 
Joseph Johnson 
Joyce Kardos 
Walter Karkos 
James Kroeger 
Mark Kroeger 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Lisa Loos 

Barbara McMann O’Rourke 
Baby Ozzie 

Geddes Pauling 
 
 

Emory Porter 
John “Tim” Porter 

Kinsley Porter 
Raymond Porter 

Robert “Bobby” Porter 
Rylie Porter 

Swayzee Porter 
William “Billy” Porter 

Kathy Sheppard 
Frank Smigiel Family 

Ned Underhill 
Lynne Vanstory 

Joseph Wagner Family 
Mike Weldon 

Bill Wendt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp or to donate 
to the Altar Flowers, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Moser 
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia 
Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Contact: Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please contact parish office to schedule a meeting.  
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 
 
 

 
Refund Support  
Vocations Program  
Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are 
committed to providing 
moral, financial and spir-

itual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the 
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, 
council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in 
our local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not 
the only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and 
prayers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians 
with this program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle through 
the end of November.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  Please 
contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com or check our 
website kofc1074.org for more information.  
 
 
 
 

  
After two months of practicing our ‘Curb 
Service’, we seem to have a good pro-
cess in place.   We are getting busier 
every day, but we aren’t anywhere the 
number of people we serve as opposed to 
‘pre-covid’ days.   Although the numbers 
are lower, it takes more time per person 

than our standard process.  Many of my volunteers have come back to 
help, and that’s why we have been able to increase our volumes gradu-
ally.  Long hours are spent on the phones trying to gather all the info 
we need to serve a person.  We do get calls from a few people facing 
eviction, but this month it seems the utility bills are the top concern; 
apparently the grace period is over and people are getting warnings of 
final notices approaching. Thanks to financial donations that keep 
coming in, we are able to offer guests a little more financial assistance 
than we usually have done; and thanks to the very generous grant from 
the Catherine Kennedy Foundation, we can particularly help senior 
citizens with larger amounts.  
 

Our ‘Curb Service’ approach is working well; we gather all the items 
we are able to share with a guest in advance of their appointment and 
when they arrive, we wheel ‘their’ cart to the front door and they take 
their goods to the car. We even have a little stand I call our Country 
Store at the front door, and they can select some unusual items that 
might appeal to them -  different types of coffees, teas, other beverag-
es, a variety of spices and condiments, some baking items and treats 
and even some housewares.  This month, we were finally in a position 

to be able to receive a large shipment of the TEFAP food from the 
food bank (The Emergency Food Assistance Program from the gov-
ernment.)  The folks at the foodbank were kind enough to deliver it, 
and they even sent a couple young people from the National Guard to 
assist. We love it when we get help from young muscle! 
 

As for donations of material goods, we are slowly getting ready to be 
able to accept more items.  With the change in weather, we will start 
taking small amounts of clothing; this month I’d like to ask for men’s 
jeans or khakis, underwear and socks.  I would also ask that you please 
call me to arrange a time to drop off any donations; if unidentified 
donations are left at our door, we end up putting them in the dumpster.  
(You could also send me a note at outreach@thestmaryparish.org).  
My next challenge is to figure out how we will handle our Thanksgiv-
ing project … and then think about our Christmas projects. Watch this 
space for more info as we make our plans.  
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

 
 
  

This weekend's gospel is short and to the point 
and probably everyone knows the punchline 
about "...repaying to God what is God's." 
That's just it, we could never fully repay to 
God quite like we could repay taxes or bills. 
We can come together as family before our 
God and graciously accept the priceless gifts 

of love and life and do so in the best of times and the worst of times. 
It's easy to forget that the Holy One walks with us, rejoicing with us in 
our happy days and consoling us in our sadness too. We are not alone, 
we are part of a family, the family that gathers to pray and to receive 
and together, to repay and say 'thank you.' 
 

Soon we will also be able to gather again as RCIA seekers to share our 
thoughts on this wonderful experience we call faith and to repay in 
some small way that gift which the Spirit gives us.   
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

First Communion 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We began celebrating First 
Communions at our Sunday Masses.  We will be doing four at each 
Mass (English and Spanish), for a total of eight per week.  Contact 
Deacon John Walsh at ext. 114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sun-
day through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her 
First Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can 
comfortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortu-
nately, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow 
any additional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our par-
ish website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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2020/2021 Faith Formation Registration 
As I’m sure you can all imagine, our faith formation program will 
look slightly different this year. We are offering an at-home program 
for all age groups through Christmas and then we will assess the via-
bility of being able to gather for in-person sessions at that time. 
 

 For our K-5 children, we will be utilizing Sadlier’s “Christ In 
Us” program. This program allows for both virtual and in-person 
learning, so if we are able to gather in person after Christmas, our 
children and leaders will be able to use the same program. 

 For middle/high school age youth, we will be utilizing Pflaum’s 
“Gospel Weeklies” program. 

 

If you missed the online registration for your children in our Faith 
Formation program for the 2020/2021 academic year, please contact 
Deacon John Walsh. 
 

The styles may have changed since 
the inception of Catholic Daughters 
of Americas, but the purpose re-
mains steadfastly the same. Help-
ing others through charitable acts 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ. Court 
Wilmington meets at the Basilica 
Shrine of St Mary.  
 

Ready to connect, ready to have an 
impact? Contact Claudia Rossi at 910.599.2843  
 

 

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

Unworthy Wedding Guest 
October 11, 2020 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 

The encounter with God is the best of par-
ties. Jesus says it is the wedding feast of the king’s son. You and I are 
invited, there are only two conditions: there are no excuses to be ab-
sent and you have to attend with the appropriate dress. 
 

What is it that prevents us the full joy of this party? Is it business, 
land, passing matters? 
 

God’s people were all of Israel. Jesus confronts the Jewish leaders and 
shows them by means of three parables that they have lost the privi-
lege of being God’s people. 
 

The first parable, they are like the educated son who refuses the invi-
tation to work in the father’s vineyard.  In the second parable, they are 
like the wicked tenants who refuse the invitation to deliver the fruit to 
the vineyard and finally, as seen in the third parable here,  they are 
like the first guests who do not attend the wedding of their king’s son. 
Israel rejected the invitation to attend the wedding with indifference 
and even aggressiveness towards the king’s emissaries. The king is 
enraged, burns the city of those unworthy guests and opens the invita-
tion to all kinds of people. The party is already prepared. 
 

We are the new guests. We have been met at the crossroads. The 
church is the new people invited by God and is made up of all kinds 

of people, good and bad. 
 

However, as the first guests we can also be unworthy if we do not 
prepare ourselves with the right dress. The son of the king asks us to 
clothe ourselves with love, compassion and mercy, our faith, to partic-
ipate in the eternal festivities of the Son’s wedding. 
 

~Fr. Chesco 
 

 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors 
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Basilica sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  
 
 

 
 

 
 

From Father Chesco 

The Catholic Daughters of Americas,  
Court Wilmington 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 
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Here I Am, Send Me! Today, on World Mission Sunday, we respond, 
“Here I Am, Send Me,” to our baptismal call to mission, and we offer, 
at the Eucharistic celebration, our prayers and our generous financial 
support, through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to con-
tinue the mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to witness to mis-
sion in the world through our prayers and sacrifices for our brothers 

and sisters around the world. As little as… 
 

 $25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote Latin Ameri-
ca 

 $75 provides for the work of religious Sisters caring for orphaned 
children in Africa 

 $100 assists families in sending their children to schools in Asia 
As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Mis-
sions.  

 

Your prayers and financial help, offered today, WORLD MISSION 
SUNDAY, support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and 
lay catechists who are Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His 
healing, love, and peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Mission Sunday 
October 18 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?  Take 
the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble registering 
your email and I will be glad to help you.   
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Rosary Novena for Our Nation 
As we approach Election Day, Nov. 3, you are invited to pray the ro-
sary novena to ask God and our Holy Mother for guidance and dis-
cernment, each Tuesday at 7:00 pm in St. Patrick Church, Fayetteville. 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass, typically celebrated each year in 
October, honors those celebrating wedding anniversaries, with special 
recognition to couples with 25, 50, or 60 years of marriage. 
 

Out of concern for the health and well-being of the people in our dio-
cese, the 2020 Wedding Anniversary Mass will not take place. 
 

Couples willing to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass in-
tention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacramen-
tality of marriage. 
 

Youth Ministers Networking Session 
Come and join Youth Ministers from around the Dioceses of Raleigh 
in a Networking Session to talk about best practices.  Our meetings 
will be once a month.   We would love to hear about the amazing 
things you are doing.   
 

“Those who carry God in their hearts bear heaven with them, wherever 
they go.” St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
 

Carolina Catholic chats with Wilmington cardiologist, Dr. Tony 
Maglione, about his latest book, Rules for Conservative Patriots 
For our second October show, we chat with Dr. Tony Maglione, a 
cardiologist whose practice has spanned 40 years, about his newest 
book, Rules for Conservative Patriots, which lays out the beautiful 
Christian foundation upon which our country was built and why 
America needs to put God at its center, protect the unborn, and safe-
guard our religious liberties.  
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 
Saturday, October 17th and 24th, at 11:00 am and Sunday, Octo-
ber 18th and 25th, at 6:00 pm. This show can also be heard on our 
website at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for 
your prayers and support of Catholic radio  
 

Monthly Youth Ministry Networking 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020  
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm (EDT) 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/207565877 
 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first 
meeting starts: https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/207565877 
 

Wednesdays@1  
Identifying and  
Inviting Volunteers 
October 21, 2020 
01:00 pm - 02:00 pm  
Cost—$0 
Registration Link: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6765101941839837966 
 

Online: Identifying and Inviting Volunteers - Are you in need of more 
volunteers in ministry? Do you need practical advice on new ways to 

identify new volunteers? Looking for ways to get people to say “Yes” 
to the invitation to ministry? Looking for answers to these questions? 
Well look no further, Rich Curran from Parish Success Group will be 
joining us to share effective practices for identifying and inviting new 
volunteers to ministry. Rich is a national Catholic speaker and minis-
try coach who addresses over 50,000 youth and adults each year. He is 
the Author of We Lack for Nothing: Five Essentials to Grow Your 
Church and numerous magazine articles and blogs. 
 

Rich receives invitations from dioceses, parishes, and schools across 
the United States and Canada to inspire, teach and train their members. 
He is a regular presenter at national, regional and diocesan Catholic 
conferences, school assemblies, parish missions and staff leadership 
days. He holds masters degrees in both education and pastoral ministry 
from St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota. His wife and best 
friend, Cortney and their two boys live in Appleton, WI. 
 

Kim Kalman, music minster at Holy Redeemer by the Sea in Kitty 
Hawk will share a spiritual reflection during this session. She is a 
graduate of the College of William and Mary in Virginia, earning her 
degree in business management while performing in local venues. 
After careful consideration, Kim chose to apply her business manage-
ment skills to her own career in the music business. 
 

Kim has recorded several CDs: Moonlight, At Last, Close, and A 
Christmas to Remember along with Christian CDs I’m Not Alone, Let 
The Door Swing Wide, and I Look To You and At the Foot of the 
Cross. She's played in venues across the country from the Atlantic City 
to Nashville to Las Vegas. She has also been named one of the top ten 
songwriters at the Kerrville Music Festival and Honorable Mention in 
the Billboard Song Contest. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and 
others involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the 
role of Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity 
for the building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-
care workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be 
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please 
visit the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more infor-
mation.  Registration is now available! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Goes Virtual 
Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on at a VIRTUAL WEEKEND on November 6-8, 2020, in AT-
LANTIC BEACH, NC. For more information, visit our website 
at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us 
at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144.  
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in 
common? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 

 
Another year of testing is complete. Most 
grades completed their testing last Friday, ex-
cept for 5th graders who are administered both 
the Iowa Test and Cognitive Abilities Test. 

They completed this on Tuesday morning.  
 

We also tested the students who have been learning remotely. I appre-
ciate all of our families preparing their children for testing by getting a 
good rest, eating a good breakfast, and getting them to school on time. 
We hope to have the results of these tests back mid-November so that 
we can use the results to plan our teaching.  
 

Each year the results found in Grades 5 and 6 can qualify a student for 
the Duke Talent Search honor at the beginning of their 7th grade year. 
I just received information from Duke on Friday. Unfortunately, the 
Duke TIP program has been canceled for this year.  
 

NEW LUNCH OPTION - WEDNESDAY 
For those families and staff who have ordered through MyHotLunch 
program, you may have noticed that we now have a third option on 
Wednesdays being added. We have proven early that we can support 
more than 25 orders per day. We now have the option to order from 
Italian Bistro in Porters Neck on Wednesdays. You will find the menu 
to be quite extensive with many affordable options.  
 

So now we have lunch options available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays for your convenience. 
 

Spirit Day - 3rd Thursday 
Last Thursday we enjoyed our first Spirit Day of this school year. On 
these days we dress down out of uniform and wear some of our favor-
ite St. Mary School Spirit Wear or blue and white ( our school’s col-
ors, our Blessed Mother’s colors as well). Some days throughout the 
school year, we might choose to wear our favorite team’s spirit wear as 
well.  
 

COVID-19 Update 
Here at school we are continuing to follow the safety measures di-
rected by CDC and NCDHHS. We are keeping our classes in pods, 
wearing masks, taking entry temperatures, keeping a quarantine space. 
We are sanitizing hands upon entry and throughout the days. Our 
maintenance staff cleans at the end of the day, but also at mid-morning 
and mid-afternoon. They wipe down high touch surfaces throughout 
the entire school. We are doing our part to keep everyone healthy. I am 
hoping that our families are avoiding large group gatherings especially 
where people are not wearing masks. As I mentioned last week, this is 
the behavior that can help to keep our staff and students well which 
will keep our school open. One of our community’s schools needed to 
be closed last week due to too many positive cases. Let’s all do our 
part to keep well for ourselves and for others. We pray for those who 
are suffering.  

Fall Festival Event  
You have received information regarding a fun activity for our school 
community being hosted by our 8th grade families. Each year, it has 
become a tradition for the class to create a Haunted House under our 
gym. Since the Fall Festival has been canceled, the creative parents 
and students of our 8th grade class have come up with a very interest-
ing and fun activity for the whole family. We hope that you and your 
family will take part to support this fun(d)raiser. There are prizes to be 
won!! 
 

Have a great week ahead! 
 

School Pictures - Oct. 29th   
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions 
allow. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will 
be allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the 
guidelines. Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by 
phone or online. Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe 
and healthy. It’s not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for 
now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Where can I find the NCDHHS Strong Schools Toolkit? 

Simply google it online. That document is open to all. St. 
Mary School is also following additional guidelines from our 
diocesan schools office. These documents are updated as 
new information is received. 

Q.  What can we as families do to help keep the students, faculty, staff,            
and our families safe? 

When you and your family members are out, please stay 6’ 
apart from others, wear masks, and wash your hands often. 

Q.  Who will make the decisions regarding quarantining a class, clos-
ing school, etc.? 

If our school has a positive case in any family reported to us, 
I will be immediately in touch with NH County Health Dept. 
who will make those decisions and conduct any contact trac-
ing. necessary. They will also advise me as to how to report 
to our families. 

Q.  Will there be mask breaks and extra recess? 
 Yes, by all means. We are creating schedules to use spaces 
 all over the campus to allow our students and teachers to get 
 outside for fresh air breaks and extra recess. 
 

First Holy Communion Celebrations! 
We will be celebrating First Communions for all of our children/
youths who were scheduled to celebrate it last April. We will be able 
to have four children/youths celebrate their First Holy Communion at 
each Sunday Mass (9:00 a.m. in English/12:00 p.m. in Spanish). 
 

In order to secure a spot for your child at a Sunday Mass you must 
register through the sign-up form that is located on the parish website. 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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FREE Shipping
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Outdoor Patio Seating!
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Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass
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THURSDAY
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FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
Dr. Paul M. Gigliotti
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find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation
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