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                                                        Remembering Our Friend, Ronald Huff  (1942-2016) 

His family called him Ronnie. His street friends called him Red. To us, he was Ron.   

Ron was a fixture at Outreach for more than a dozen years.  He credited Sr. Isaac with helping him turn his life around.  

She was his counselor,  his advocate,  his friend, and upon occasion, dealt with him with tough love.  He became a regu-

lar at Outreach.  He worked for us for quite some time; and when his age caught up with him and he wasn’t physically 

able, he continued on as a loyal volunteer.  Several years ago,  Ron went through St. Mary’s  RCIA program and came 

into the Church with his friend Sylvester Bryant as his sponsor.  Many of us attended the Easter Vigil services that year 

and saw how proud he was to receive the sacraments, and  we were proud of him as well.   

With help from Sister Isaac and Lise King,  Ron was able to get housing at Hadden Hall.   He befriended many of the residents 

and frequently brought their donations in to us,  or came to us on their behalf with requests if they were in need of furnishings. 

Ron made many friends at Outreach as we can see all around us today. He thought of us as family.  He loved chatting with every-

one, sharing his stories, listening to ours. He loved reminiscing  about activities he’d helped with at Outreach.  He always showed 

sincere concern for any of us with health issues or any problems.  He greeted the ladies with hugs each day and enjoyed his coffee 

breaks with the guys.  And he helped us as much as he was physically able.  In November, his health started to degrade, and in late 

December, we were saddened to learn we had lost him.      

                                              Rest in peace, dear friend.  And know that we all miss you “for real.” 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

February 

We will be closed for President's 

Day on Monday,  February 20 

March 

We will sponsor the first night of 

the Stations of the Cross on  

Friday, March 3.   If you would like 

to help, call the office (762-5491 x 

135) or look for the signup sheet the 

next time you are in. We need some-

one to carry the cross,   

a reader,  and several donations of a 

meatless soup (in a crock pot)  as 

well as bread and butter.    

April 

Yard Sale April 29 & 30 -- We will 

be accepting items thru April 17.  

This is a great fund raiser for The 

Center.  Mark your donations “Yard 

Sale,” and they will be put aside for 

the sale. 

Saying good-bye to Sr. Isaac was bittersweet.  We are happy that she's able to retire 

and return home, but we all miss her dearly.  Her brother, Paul, who lives nearby in 

Kingston, had a stroke within a day of her arrival.  She's been able to spend time 

with him and be his advocate; he has returned to his home and is doing well.  The 

main impact of the stroke was to his speech, but it's steadily improving.  

And though she's not with us in person, she's here in spirit; and she's pleased to know 

that all our volunteers are helping to keep things running 'business as usual.'    

Remember how she always said she didn't run The Outreach, her volunteers did!  I 

guess she was sending us a message that we are carrying on  her work by 

just  continuing to do what we do.  

                                                                                  Mary Ann Kotas, Director 

Reminder:  In cases of bad weather,  we 

close whenever the New Hanover Schools 

close.  If there is a “delayed opening,” we 

try to open at our normal time with any  

volunteers who are able to drive in safely.  

Thank you to everyone who helped make our Giving Tree and  

Yesterday's Children projects a huge success.   

Dozens of people helped out.  

Special thanks go out to the chief elves   

Debbie Cochrane and Teresa Carey for organizing all the gifts,  

as well as, Marge Kempf and Mary Anne Reynolds for managing the 

Christmas room and for all their work on the shoeboxes.  

Mary Ann Kotas, Director & Sr. Isaac Koenig, S.U. 


