


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS TO THE GATHERING 
 

Many, many years I was touched by a phrase 
from a book I was reading.  It was The Diary 
of a Country Priest by George Bernanos and 
it was the very last sentence….All Is gift that 
has influenced me these many decades. 

As I envision all of you gathered in the Upper 
Room I am certain that the atmosphere is 
permeated with the thought that All is Gift.  
The very space that surrounds you speaks of 
“giftedness” – a space lovingly, thoughtfully, 
creatively prepared over the years as a Gift 
to the Parish. 

Your being at the celebration is a Gift of our 
gratitude to you for you.  Your dedication to 
the center, supporting all the ministries by 
regularly coming to serve the Guests who 
come seeking assistance is Gift.  Oftentimes 
your being present demanded sacrifices on 
your part to be present.   

 

No matter what service you are involved in, 
whether it be with food, furniture, clothing, 
sorting donations, driving the truck, conver-
sations and even confrontations , your pres-
ence is a Gift. 

I suspect that many of you took the elevator 
to the third floor.  What a Gift that is and I 
am always grateful to those who Gift us fi-
nancially as that support helps us create a 
Center that is welcoming, safe and clean 
where folks can be touched by your  
generosity and caring outreach. 

While being Gift to others, you are also Gift 
to each other and to our Church and secular 
community.  I am quite sure that Pope Fran-
cis would agree that each one of you is an 
authentic messenger of hope to the King-
dom, the Kingdom that we strive to live our 
lives in each day. 

You also have a precious Gift to me,  
encouraging me to continue to keep on  
giving as I move into retirement whether  
it be a gentle, attentive presence to my  

community here, or a gardener tending to 
God’s gift to us in flowers – and in weeds!  I 
am writing this letter on July 13th and Joyce 
Rupp has a great reflection entitled “Seed of 
Wholeness”: 

“Inside the core of each seed, no matter 
how large or low tiny, a potential waits 
for the life within it to lift its face to the 
sun and gift the world with a burst of 
freshness.  Such is your life with me, the 
potential for wholeness, a seed of grace 
to vast that each kernel of my latent 
goodness, whether it is unknown of un-
derdeveloped, can manifest its inherent 
greenness and grow into a harvest of 
love.” 

Enjoy the Gift of the wonderful meal pre-
pared lovingly for you and always remember 
that All is Gift.  Recall that, as we are fed, we 
must always be willing to feed our brothers 
and sisters in need with  
material and spiritual  
nourishment. 

 

 

Peace, love, 
and prayers as 
you continue 
to grow into a 

harvest of 
love. 

 

Sr. Isaac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS TO THE GATHERING 
 

Many, many years I was touched by a phrase 
from a book I was reading.  It was The Diary 
of a Country Priest by George Bernanos and 
it was the very last sentence….All Is gift that 
has influenced me these many decades. 

As I envision all of you gathered in the Upper 
Room I am certain that the atmosphere is 
permeated with the thought that All is Gift.  
The very space that surrounds you speaks of 
“giftedness” – a space lovingly, thoughtfully, 
creatively prepared over the years as a Gift 
to the Parish. 

Your being at the celebration is a Gift of our 
gratitude to you for you.  Your dedication to 
the center, supporting all the ministries by 
regularly coming to serve the Guests who 
come seeking assistance is Gift.  Oftentimes 
your being present demanded sacrifices on 
your part to be present.   

 

No matter what service you are involved in, 
whether it be with food, furniture, clothing, 
sorting donations, driving the truck, conver-
sations and even confrontations , your pres-
ence is a Gift. 

I suspect that many of you took the elevator 
to the third floor.  What a Gift that is and I 
am always grateful to those who Gift us fi-
nancially as that support helps us create a 
Center that is welcoming, safe and clean 
where folks can be touched by your  
generosity and caring outreach. 

While being Gift to others, you are also Gift 
to each other and to our Church and secular 
community.  I am quite sure that Pope Fran-
cis would agree that each one of you is an 
authentic messenger of hope to the King-
dom, the Kingdom that we strive to live our 
lives in each day. 

You also have a precious Gift to me,  
encouraging me to continue to keep on  
giving as I move into retirement whether  
it be a gentle, attentive presence to my  

community here, or a gardener tending to 
God’s gift to us in flowers – and in weeds!  I 
am writing this letter on July 13th and Joyce 
Rupp has a great reflection entitled “Seed of 
Wholeness”: 

“Inside the core of each seed, no matter 
how large or low tiny, a potential waits 
for the life within it to lift its face to the 
sun and gift the world with a burst of 
freshness.  Such is your life with me, the 
potential for wholeness, a seed of grace 
to vast that each kernel of my latent 
goodness, whether it is unknown of un-
derdeveloped, can manifest its inherent 
greenness and grow into a harvest of 
love.” 

Enjoy the Gift of the wonderful meal pre-
pared lovingly for you and always remember 
that All is Gift.  Recall that, as we are fed, we 
must always be willing to feed our brothers 
and sisters in need with  
material and spiritual  
nourishment. 

 

 

Peace, love, 
and prayers as 
you continue 
to grow into a 

harvest of 
love. 

 

Sr. Isaac 


