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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 150 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

July 26, 2020 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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Sunday Readings 
July 26, 2020 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
1 Kgs 3:5, 7–12 
The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask 
something of me and I will give it to you.” Solomon answered: “O 
LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, king to succeed my 
father David; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all how to act. I 
serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people so 
vast that it cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, 
an understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right 
from wrong. For who is able to govern this vast people of yours?” 
The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request. So God said to 
him: “Because you have asked for this—not for a long life for yourself, 
nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so 
that you may know what is right—I do as you requested. I give you a 
heart so wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like 
you up to now, and after you there will come no one to equal you.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 119:57, 72, 76–77, 127–128, 129–130 
R. (97a) Lord, I love your commands. 
I have said, O LORD, that my part 
is to keep your words. 
The law of your mouth is to me more precious 
than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 
R. Lord, I love your commands. 
Let your kindness comfort me 
according to your promise to your servants. 
Let your compassion come to me that I may live, 
for your law is my delight. 
R. Lord, I love your commands. 
For I love your command 
more than gold, however fine. 
For in all your precepts I go forward; 
every false way I hate. 
R. Lord, I love your commands. 
Wonderful are your decrees; 
therefore I observe them. 
The revelation of your words sheds light, 
giving understanding to the simple. 
R. Lord, I love your commands. 
 

Reading 2 
Rom 8:28–30 
Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
so that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And 
those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified; 
and those he justified he also glorified. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 13:44–52 [44–56] 
In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in brackets are omitted. 
Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a 
pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it. [ Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects 
fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put 
what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate the wicked 
from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there 
will be wailing and grinding of teeth. 
 

“Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he 
replied, “Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of 
heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom 
both the new and the old.” ]  
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
A Truly Wise Person 
The ending of today's Gospel speaks about "the new and the old." Jesus 
is saying that a person "instructed in the kingdom" has wisdom both old 
and new; in other words, that person learns from the past as well as from 
the present. Let's look at each of those. 
 

We learn from the past by studying it. So the wisdom of the Kingdom 
comes first from the scriptures. The more familiar we are with the word 
of God, the more wisdom we possess. Along with studying the scrip-
tures, we must pray over them and ask the Spirit to show us how they 
apply to our lives. We can also learn from the lives of the saints and 
writings of the Church. The saints may have lived extraordinary lives, 
but they all began as ordinary people who gave their lives to Christ. The 
writings of the Church, though sometimes very technical, contain the 
wisdom of centuries of living the faith. If you only have time to go to 
Mass on Sunday, just listening to the homily can help to apply the scrip-
tures to your life. 
 

One way we can learn from "the new" is to learn from our mistakes. 
That includes learning from our sins. When we are truly sorry, we make 
an effort to change our ways. You might say we have to learn a new way 
to respond to that situation. In the Bible, the word repentance itself 
means a change of heart, a new way of seeing and doing things. 
We can also learn from the mistakes and the successes of our friends. As 
we share our faith with them, we share the stories of our lives, both good 
and bad. These stories can teach how to live our faith (or how not to!). 
One of the advantages of having friends whom we trust enough to con-
fess our faults to is that we do not have to figure out life on our own. 
God can speak to us through a friend or relative whose advice we seek. 
A truly wise person is one who has received a lifetime of good advice.  
  
                                              Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.    
 

 This information is current as of 07/19/2020 bulletin publication date.   
 

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time.  9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm (Spanish).   
Reservations are required through SignUp Genius.  Link and information can be found on the parish website (thestmaryparish.org) 

Please continue to check the parish website for up to date information including updated Mass times. 
If you would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office employees are working with limited office hours. 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; 
Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21  
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St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.   
Glenn Moser (glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. 
Irene Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—A group of women who participate 
in social and charitable activities. Meetings are the second Tuesday of 
the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia Rossi, 
Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – The Altar Guild prepares the altar table for 
Mass (linens, candles), replenishes side altar candles, cleans and re-
plenishes main entrance/side door holy water bowls.  Contact: Simone 
Amato at 762-5491 (ext. 113). 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
Visit our webpage at stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  The group offers volunteering opportuni-
ties.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato at ext. 129. 

Parish Ministries 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for additional COVID-19 responses 
and resources for Mass, faith at home, school at home and giving 

opportunities.  Below are some online resources: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocese of Raleigh parishes streaming Mass 
Mass in English 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral:  Daily Mass on Facebook, Monday-
Friday, 6:00 pm and Saturday, 9:00 am; Holy Hour and adoration, 
Tuesdays preceding Daily Mass. Sunday Masses on YouTube: Span-
ish  8:30 am; English 10:00 am Link to Worship aids and more infor-
mation 
All Saints, Hampstead  On website and Facebook, Sunday, 10:00 am; 
Tuesday-Friday, 11:00 am. 
All Souls, Columbia Saturday 7:00 pm. 
Duke Catholic Center On YouTube, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Holy Family, Hillsborough on YouTube and Facebook, Sundays 9:45 
am. 
Holy Infant, Durham On parish website, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham On Facebook, Sunday, 9:30 am. 
Newman Catholic Student Center Parish On Facebook, Sundays, 11:00 
am. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Newton Grove On Facebook, Mon., Tue., 
Thurs., 7:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Raleigh Homilies only 
 

Parish devotional services and resources 
Wednesday Audience with Denelle Ryan (Director of Evangelization) 
at Holy Family, Hillsborough - These short YouTube videos are inter-
esting and fun topics of our faith to discuss in your home and are ap-
propriate for youth, young adults and adults alike. 
Family Film Friday at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
Something for Saturdays - Ideas for How to Take a Break with Your 
Family each week at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
 

Online events 
Project Youth Ministry Sundays, 800pm. 
 

Other devotional resources 
USCCB COVID -19 Resources 
St. Francis of Assisi, Raleigh - On Facebook, Lunch with Mr. Jim, 
weekdays, 12:00 pm.; Virtual Evening Prayer, weekdays, 7:00 pm. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham, Daily Gospel Reflection (bilingual) 
 

Around the world 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
St. Patrick's Cathedral - Sunday, 10:15 am. 
Sirius XM Catholic Channel - Sunday, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, 7 p.m. and 
8:30 a.m. 
Catholic TV - Sunday, 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
EWTN - Sunday, 8 a.m. 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 07/19 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office employees are  
working with limited office hours. 

We thank each of you for the many ways you 
support our parish and ask that you please 
continue to support the Basilica Shrine of  
St. Mary as you are able.   
 
We would also like to extend a thank you to 
our parishioners who currently use EFT to 
financially support our parish. For those who 
are not using EFT but wish to continue their 
charitable support (see below).   
 
And finally, thank you in advance for your continued support of our 
parish during this unprecedented time. 
 
 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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Prayer List  
All names have been removed from the prayper list.  If you would like name 
to add a name to the prayer list, please email: bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

As Catholic Christians we are so used to hav-
ing access to Mass and the sacraments that 
struggling with the pandemic has pulled us 
away from the gatherings that would support 
and strengthen us. St. Mary has opened the 
doors to bring us together once again. So for 
those who are able to come and share Eucha-

rist, it can be a time to renew and then to strengthen community be-
yond the doors with those who need our prayers and our care. Today's 
gospel reminds us of Jesus' stories about the simplest things around us 
that offer such treasures: the wonderful fields around us and the abun-
dance of the waters around us. In the simplified space of St. Mary 
there is a wonderful treasure of love and hope, renewed in the com-
munion we share and then brought out to share with our everyday 
world. 
For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

Join Us! 
On January 29, 1906, Wilmington Council 1074 became the third 
council chartered in North Carolina. From this seed many other coun-
cils in Southeastern North Carolina can trace their start. We have been 
active helpers to our church and community for over 109 years. As 
such we have played an integral part in the shaping of Catholic history 
in North Carolina.  

We equally serve the historic Basilica Shrine of St. Mary in downtown 
Wilmington and also Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  We 
are one of the largest councils in North Carolina with over 230 mem-
bers. 

Council meetings are always held on the second Tuesday of the month 
in the St. Mary School cafeteria.  We do hold occasional meetings at 
the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  Please email the Grand 
Knight below if you would like to attend a meeting.  We welcome any 
current membership card-carrying Knight to visit us at our business 
meeting, to stop in, tell us about your council and all the good things 
that it does. We can all gain new ideas and perspectives from each 
other. Then stay and join us for refreshments. 

If you are not a Knight but are a Catholic gentleman over 18 years of 
age we encourage you to explore the option of becoming a Knight. 
You will join the almost 2 million Knights worldwide that contribute 
so much to help those in need. We are a fraternal family oriented 
Catholic organization and your ideas and talents are needed. Knight-
hood will help you become a better Catholic, a better man and a better 
member of the community. Our order is based on the principles of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. We invite you to contact our 
Grand Knight, Ralph Maggio, at grandknight1074@gmail.com. 

The Sister Isaac Center will remain 
closed until further notice and is not 
receiving donations.  If you need im-
mediate help, please contact Catholic 
Charities at 910-251-8130.         

Blessings, Mary Ann 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

First Holy Communion 
Please check the website or with Deacon John Walsh (ext. 114) for 
further information about First Communion dates and times. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
 

The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  ESL Instructors and Volunteers are needed 
and always welcome!  
 

St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please schedule a time for a one-on-one meeting.  
Contact Parish Office. 

Parish Happenings 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, August 1 and Sunday, August 2 
Eightteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Saturday 
5:00 pm 

 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

Sunday 
11:00 am 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?   
Take the following steps: 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 

 

Please email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble regis-
tering your email and I will be glad to help you.   

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 
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Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization headquartered in 
Wilmington. We seek to provide financial support, supplies, medical 
equipment, and medications to our clinics through donations of money 
and time.  We also provide health care support to the Honduran staff 
through periodic medical/dental brigades which we organize in the US 
and which travel to Honduras.  Become a part of Salud Hondu’s Circle 
of Friends by making a donation through our website:  saludhon-
du.org.  Contact Penny Cromer: pcromer@ec.rr.com or  
call 910-264-4500.                    Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) t 

 

From Father Ryszard 

From NC Catholics 
(dioceseofraleigh.org) 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Summer is upon us in full swing. I love long sun-
ny days. During this pandemic they brighten and 
cheer me up. Hopefully you share my thoughts 
and summer brings comfort to you too. 
 
Last Saturday we welcomed four catechumens 
into our church: Georgina, Samantha, Arturo and 
Bernardino. They were baptised, confirmed and 
received first communion. I am very happy to 
welcome them and their loved ones to our parish 
family. We will be graced by their joyous spirit 
and commitment to God. Let us keep them in our prayers as they are 
preparing to make a leap of faith. 
 
Once again, I want to thank you for your continued generosity. Your 
financial assistance is greatly appreciated, especially at this time. Keep 
up the good works. 
 
With prayers and blessings, 
Fr. Ryszard 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocese of Raleigh helps parishes find 
revenue, including PPP funds, amid 
pandemic 
July 08, 2020 
NC Catholics staff / Mark Pattison, Catholic News Service 
During the COVID-19-related shutdown in mid-March, parish offertory 
-- the largest source of any parish’s income -- was off 50% vs. the prior 
year. With Sunday Mass offertory collections virtually nonexistent dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic, dioceses are helping their parishes tap 
into revenue sources to help keep one crisis from becoming a second 
crisis. From the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Diocese of Ra-
leigh took extraordinary actions to provide financial assistance to par-
ishes -- actions which collectively saved parishes across the diocese 
more than $3.4 million. 
 

“Our role is to serve parishes so parishes can better serve their parish-
ioners,” said Dr. Russell C. Elmayan, Chief Financial Officer and Chief 
Administrative Officer for the Catholic Diocese of Raleigh. “This crisis 
has tested us, but we are hopeful that the business acumen of our staff 
and lay counselors, together with the strategic financial reserves built 
over time, will help our parishes and schools continue to weather this 
unprecedented event.” 
 

Diocesan financial assessments to parishes for the April-June 2020 
quarter were deferred, along with parish loan payments and interest 
expenses. Parish loans provided by the diocese help parishes build and 
expand under more favorable financial terms than private lenders can 
provide. The interest payments on those loans cover administrative costs 
of the program and provide modest growth for future projects. In re-
sponse to the recent fiscal crisis, the interest rates on these parish loans 
was dropped to 2%.  
 

The Diocese of Raleigh also absorbed parish property and liability in-
surance rate increases that took effect in July. While those increases 
were in the 9% range, parishes only incurred a 5% increase. The timing 
of these increases was especially challenging as the rate changes result-
ed from a high number of hurricane-related insurance claims and took 

effect in the midst of the pandemic-related fiscal crunch.  
 

While the financial relief from the Diocese of Raleigh has helped par-
ishes, another great help has been the Paycheck Protection Program 
loans from the federal Small Business Administration. Nearly $700 
billion in loans were made available in two separate laws passed since 
mid-March, when the World Health Organization declared the corona-
virus a pandemic and a national emergency was declared by the White 
House. The latest indication is that about 8,000 of the United States' 
17,000 parishes have successfully applied for loans, according to Patrick 
Markey, executive director of the Diocesan Fiscal Management Confer-
ence. 
 

The Diocese of Raleigh applied for and received forgivable payroll pro-
tection loans for its central offices and smaller parishes and schools, and 
the diocese also assisted several parishes and schools, which applied 
directly through their local banks. The total amount of these forgivable 
loans is over $12 million, which helped keep nearly 3,000 diocesan, 
parish and school staff employed during a period of significantly declin-
ing revenues. 
 

Markey told Catholic News Service, "The CFOs I've talked to, or bish-
ops have said, that in some cases it's been a lifesaver -- or in some cases, 
extremely helpful," he added. 
 

The critical need to support parishes as they navigate the challenges 
presented by COVID-19 has also meant that other projects, building 
campaigns and fundraising appeals have been put aside. "Bishops will 
have other daunting challenges, the DFMC's Markey said. Just one ex-
ample: "What's going to happen to our other institutions? Our schools, 
which are tuition-driven. How do we save our schools?" Given the need 
to keep students, families, teachers and staff safe, "We will have to 
spend money to make them safe," Markey noted. One recent news re-
port suggested more than 100 Catholic schools across the U.S. may not 
open this fall due to funding shortfalls. 
 

Schools across the Diocese of Raleigh stand ready to accept students 
into classrooms in the fall. They have been tested in many ways by the 
pandemic but feel they’ve already proven they’re ready for anything. 
Though the state-wide canceling of schools was officially announced 
March 14, the Catholic Schools Office in the diocese anticipated the 
decision and shared a plan for its students March 16. Remote learning 
classes began that same week across the diocese, well ahead of most 
other schools across the state. 

 

Salud Hondu 

 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU EVER ASKED SOMEONE you know who has left 
the church to come back?  It’s not as hard as you may think.   

Please try it.  You may be their only link to returning. 

For more information contact Simone Amato—762-5491 Ext. 129 



6                         The Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary  – July 25 and July 26, 2020               Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  
As of July 16th, $ 150,804 has been pledged by 497 families (85% of 
goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the link 
below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount over a 
period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in making 
an on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETO-
BAA.ORG.  Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful 
parish.  You are invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

From Father Chesco 

Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English) 
How to Understand Evil 
July 19, 2020 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
 
How to understand evil? 
 
Evil is found in all the world, in the Church, 
and in us. Jesus responds to this question with the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds. God sows the wheat by day, but his enemy sows the 
weeds by night. In today’s reality, wheat and weeds are mixed.  When 
the workers ask the man to pluck the weeds, the owner answers that it 
is better to leave them mixed because there is a risk of removing the 
wheat. 
 
Some people ask why does God not take all the bad guys(evil) out of 
this world? The answer is that in all of us God and the enemy have 
sown and continue to sow. If we want the bad guys to be eliminated, 
there is a chance that we could also be eliminated. 
 
Surely we are all a mix of wheat and weeds. Christ gives us two pieces 
of advice: 
 

Have patience, because some of those who are now weeds 
could become wheat. 

Have faith in God, and that faith will help to change this reali-
ty. God will act, and the weeds will be burned and the 
wheat will be stored. 

 
Unlike God, we cannot know people’s hearts—or where their lives 
might take them—or their potential for redemption. As wonderful as it 
would be to have a “pure” world, a world without sinners, Jesus tells 
us that only in the harvest will purity be possible. 
 
The principle of patience that Jesus espouses here can be helpful in 
every relationship. A husband will do well to be patient with his im-
perfect wife and a wife with her imperfect husband. Parents will do 
well to be patient with imperfect children and children with imperfect 
parents. 
 
We are sinners living among sinners. If we demand too much, con-
demn too quickly, or break off relationships too easily, we doom our-
selves to a lifetime of revolving-door relationships or perpetual loneli-
ness. 
 
We who hope to receive grace must also be willing to extend it. 
 
 
 
 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

Rediscovering the Joy of Catechesis 
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 - 01:00 pm - 02:00 pm 
Registration Link: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/63831456274521870 
Online:  Dr. Matthew Halbach, author and catechetical expert shares 
why evangelizing is integral to catechesis, practical ideas on accompa-
niment as a process within catechetical ministry and how mercy is at 
the core the character in bringing hearts to Christ.  
 

These visionary ideas stem from his most recent books, The NEW Di-
rectory for Catechesis – Highlights and Summary for Catechists and 
Pastoral Leaders and Becoming a Parish of Mercy – A New Vision for 
Total Parish Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship – Pope Fran-
cis Heartfelt Call to Catholics Today (Twenty Third Publications).  
 

Dr. Matthew Halbach was ordained a Deacon in 2018 in the Diocese of 
Des Moines, IA, and is the Executive Director for Catechesis for Wil-
liam H. Sadlier, Inc. 
 

Event is Sponsored by Sadlier Religion whose newest resource Christ 
in Us weaves themes of missionary discipleship into its K-6 religious 
education curriculum with elements of encounter, accompaniment, 
community and send in every lesson and chapter.  Presently in English, 
to be translated fully into Spanish in 2021, this resource includes cate-
chist formation before each unit, lesson planning tools for catechists, 
digital tools for online learning, adaptations for children with special 
needs and student edition e-books.  Following this Wednesdays@1 
will be a Sadlier Publishers Showcase on Christ in Us on Thursday, 
August 27th at 1:00 PM 
 

Catholic Committee on Scouting Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 - 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
The Raleigh Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting is open to all 
adult Scouters working with Catholic and non-Catholic sponsored 
Scouting Units in the Diocese. This includes Cub Pack, Webelos, 
Scout BSA Troops, Venture Crews, Girl Scout and Brownie Troops. 
Topics discussed include assisting Catholic parishes & organizations in 
sponsoring/chartering new units, promoting religious emblem pro-
grams, training, the annual Catholic Camporee & Scout Sunday activi-
ties, the St. George Trek at Philmont, & providing fellowship among 
Catholic Scouters. 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Details to come! 
For additional information about this event, please contact Married 
Life Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 
919-821-9753. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and oth-
ers involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the 
role of Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity 
for the building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-
care workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be 
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 
 
 

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

Dr. Aaron Enrrique Mejía Fúnez,  
Reitoca, F.M., Honduras  

 
This is Aaron Enrrique Mejía Fúnez, a 
primary care physician in Clínica Santa 
María in Reitoca, F.M., Honduras.  Dr. 
Mejía has visited the Basilica Shrine of St. 
Mary a few times and has spoken to the 
parishioners in both English and Spanish. 

  
 
 
 

 
Father Bob’s new website and blog has 
debuted.  It is called missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.  Hope you like it! 
It's in both English and Spanish.’ 

 

Carolina Catholic meets the four new deacons in the Cape Fear 
Deanery!  
For our first August show, we will meet the four men of the Cape Fear 
Deanery who were ordained as permanent deacons on June 27, 2020 
by Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama. The four deacons and their assign-
ments are Deacon John Walsh, the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary in Wil-
mington, Deacon Rick Autry, Sacred Heart in Southport, Deacon 
George Keenan, St. Therese in Wrightsville Beach, and Deacon John 
Mullins, St. Brendan the Navigator in Shallotte.  
 

This beautiful show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 
91.7 FM, 93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in 
Southport on Saturday, August 1st and 8th, at 11:00 am and Sun-
day, August 2nd and 9th, at 6:00 pm. These shows can also be heard 
on our website at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank 
you for your prayers and support of Catholic radio. 
 

Drive Out Hunger Golf Outing (New Date) 
Join Catholic Charities for our 3rd Annual “Drive Out Hunger” Golf 
Outing at Prestonwood Country Club in Cary on Monday, July 27, 
2020. Proceeds will support the 5 Catholic Charities food pantries 
across the diocese, which distribute nearly 3 million pounds of food 
each year. For more information and to register, please vis-
it www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/golf-2020. For questions please 
contact Katey Fithian, Development Director, 
at Katey.Fithian@raldioc.org or by phone at (919) 821-8142. 
 

Train the Trainer 
Saturday, August 8, 2020 - 01:30 pm - 04:00 pm 
Have you already attended a Safe Environment Training class? Would 
you like to be trained to facilitate these sessions that help adults gain 
the capacity to recognize and report child abuse and neglect? Attend 
this "Train the Trainer" session. To register, contact:  Anai Olivares at 
253-946-2941 or momchurchnc@gmail.com; or Deacon Ramon Ferrer 
at ramon.ferrer@raldioc.org or 919-821-8155. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
   
I hope that this finds you all well. 
 
Please look below to find a letter to our families 
from our new superintendent, Ms. Lytia Reese. 

She asked that principals please send it out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESE OF RALEIGH Office of Education - Catholic Schools  
7200 Stonehenge Drive · Raleigh, NC 27613-1620 · (919) 821-9749 · 

www.dioceseofraleigh.org  
 

Dear Parents,  
I pray that the members of our school and parish communities are safe 
and in good health. We are eager for our students to return to their 
schools and early childhood/preschool centers, and we look forward to 
partnering with administrators and parents to ensure we return in the 
safest ways possible!  
 
The partnership and dedication demonstrated during weekly meetings 
with school principals across the diocese has only reinforced my belief 
that our Catholic schools are uniquely suited to continue to thrive in 
these uncertain times.  
 
Protecting the health of our students and staff will require all constitu-
ents in our school communities to cooperate with the requirements out-
lined by the Diocese of Raleigh Office of Education and the administra-
tion of your school. Everyone in the community will, in some way, be 
called upon to make sacrifices to their comfort and convenience for the 
greater good of having our students back in school. Your ongoing sup-
port is greatly appreciated as we navigate these new challenges and op-
portunities of providing your students with a foundation of a Catholic 
education.  
 
Principals, in consultation with their pastors, are in the process of finaliz-
ing three plans outlining health, hygiene, and instructional protocols. The 
three plans/scenarios are:  

Plan A: Minimal Social Distancing  
Plan B: Moderate Social Distancing  
Plan C: Remote Learning Only  
 

Following the guidance of the NC Department of Health and Human 
Services (NC DHHS) announced on July 14, 2020, Catholic schools in 
the Diocese of Raleigh have been authorized to open under Plan B. The 
school’s logistical and instructional plans (specific to each school site) 
will be communicated by school administrators to their respective com-
munities.  
 
The Office of Education, schools, early childhood/preschool centers in 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Raleigh are utilizing guidance published 
by NC DHHS on July 14, 2020 in the StrongSchools NC Toolkit (K-12) 
and the Interim Guidance for ChildCare Settings (6/26/2020). These 
toolkits will continue to be used as a reference to create systems and 
protocols in preparation for minimizing the spread of the COVID19 
virus. Additionally, schools will utilize the current guidance found in the 
NC DHHS Interim Guidance for Administrators and Participants of 
Youth, College, Amateur & Sports Programs, as well as the requirements 
of the local league.  
 
As we approach the start of the 2020-2021 school year, the Office of 
Education, in consultation with Bishop Luis Zarama, will continue to 
monitor this public health crisis with school leaders and update require-
ments and recommendations based on the most current data available 
from the NC DHHS.  
 
In His service,  
Lytia Reese  
Superintendent  
 

May your mercy, LORD, be upon us; as we put our hope in you.  
Psalm 33:22  

 
  

Facebook Page 
We post events, accomplishments, and special announcements on our 
Saint Mary Catholic School Facebook page. You can  check out the 
latest school videos there. If you’re not a member of Facebook, you can 
visit by going to our school website and clicking on the Facebook sym-
bol.  
 

Mission Priest 
For those of you who remember Fr. Bob Kus, our former pastor, I want 
to share that he has just created a website and blog. You may want to 
visit him there. www.missionpriest.com 
 

Re-registration 
We are currently enrolling new students for the 2020-2021 school year. 
It is important to re-register now if you want us to save your child’s seat. 
We want all of our students in PreK - 7th grade to return.  

 

Donation 
If you would like to donate to our Tuition Assistance Fund, please write 
your check to St. Mary School. We would be grateful for your kindness 
any time of the year. 
 

Harris Teeter - Remember to re-link your VIC card to #1809 for St. 
Mary School! When you do this, they send us checks!!! 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 150 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour! 
 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions  

and ethnic origins welcome 
910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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Proudly Providing HVAC Services for St. Mary’s
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539880 Basilica Shrine of St. Mary (B)

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

www.jspaluch.com                                                     For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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Pressure Washing
Repair

TIM MARTIN
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
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• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System
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on an ADVERTISED mattress
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Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass
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FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
Dr. Paul M. Gigliotti
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Dan Boyle
ReMax Executive

Jennifer Bullock Team

910.297.5322
Dan@HomesForSaleWilmington.com
www.HomesForSaleWilmington.com

Licensed Real Estate Agent, assists both home buyers and sellers to achieve their goals.
Serves the greater Cape Fear Region, has resided in this area for over twenty years.

A los patrocinadores que están en este boletín.
Gracias a estos patrocinadores este boletín puede hacerse.

Dueños de negocios interesados en anunciarse por favor llamen a

J.S. Paluch al 1-800-432-3240

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
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Richard J. Schrum
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
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find a Mass, and
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with OneParish!
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Theme Park and Cruise Vacations
Put our experience and expertise to work for you

Magical Vistas
We Plan, You Play!

We make your reservation with no markup and our services are FREE, guaranteed

magicalvistas.com    910-264-8596
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

ATTACK OF THE LAMBS
A new novel from Tom Olsinski

A Catholic suspense thriller set in
Wilmington, NC shows what might

happen when global attacks against
Catholics come to America. An

ex-cop and former nun investigate to
expose a catastrophic conspiracy of

murders and experience love and
redemption. The harrowing journey

concludes with riveting action.

Available as an e-book and paperback
from Amazon.com. To learn more and purchase
signed paperbacks visit www.tomolsinski.net

Bul2019

St. Mark
Parishioner

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

IMMIGRATION
Abogada de
Immigración

FAMILY VISAS
Visas de Familia

BUSINESS VISAS 
Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850

www.margaretjennings.com

Dr. Misael J. Otero, DDS • Dr. Lindsey E. Otero, DDS
14057 US Hwy 17, Ste. 120 • Hampstead, NC 28443
910-270-9344 • www.smilewilmington.com
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