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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 150 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

August 23, 2020 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 08/17 bulletin publication date.   
 

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time.  9:00 am (English) 
and 12:00 pm (Spanish).  Reservations are required through SignUp 

Genius.  Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Please continue to check the parish website 

for up to date information including updated Mass times.  If you 
would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 762-5491.  St. Mary Parish Office employees are 

working with limited office hours. 
 

  
Sunday Readings 
August 23, 2020 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Is 22:19–23 
Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: 
“I will thrust you from your office 
and pull you down from your station. 
On that day I will summon my servant 
Eliakim, son of Hilkiah; 
I will clothe him with your robe, 
and gird him with your sash, 
and give over to him your authority. 
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the house of Judah. 
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder; 
when he opens, no one shall shut 
when he shuts, no one shall open. 
I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, 
to be a place of honor for his family.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 138:1–2, 2–3, 6, 8 
R. (8bc) Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 
for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 
I will worship at your holy temple. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
I will give thanks to your name, 
because of your kindness and your truth: 
When I called, you answered me; 
you built up strength within me. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, 
and the proud he knows from afar. 
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 
forsake not the work of your hands. 
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

Reading 2 
Rom 11:33–36 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways! 
For who has known the mind of the Lord 
or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has given the Lord anything 
that he may be repaid? 
For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 16:13–20 
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disci-
ples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 
said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say 
to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was 
the Christ.  
 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Rocky 
I wonder how many men named Peter know that originally it was a nick-
name. Jesus gave Simon a name based on the word for "rock." Like any 
good nickname, Jesus had a reason to give this one. Peter had just 
acknowledged Jesus to be the Son of God and the Messiah (Christ). 
Jesus used that as an opportunity to teach us about the importance of 
faith as the foundation of the church. 
 

The church was initially the Jews who followed Jesus. For them, the 
tradition of a coming messiah was a symbol of their hope for the future. 
So believing that Jesus was the Messiah first meant that he was the rea-
son to hope. But more importantly, it showed what "messiah" really 
means. 
 

There were many variations on what people thought the messiah would 
be. Some expected a political leader who would unite the Jews and may-
be even overthrow their Roman masters. Others thought he would be a 
wonder-worker, like a super-hero, who would use his power to make 
Israel a great and free nation. Or perhaps the messiah would provide 
food and riches in abundance. 
 

By calling Jesus the Messiah, we see that he saves us not by royal lead-
ership, or amazing feats or great riches, but by giving his life for us on 
the cross. He shows that love is a greater power than political power or 
wealth. And by learning about Jesus, we learn about the love of God for 
us. We learn that Jesus has fulfilled all messianic hopes. He unites not 
just the Jews, but all people who believe in him. He sets us free from sin 
and death. He feeds our spiritual hunger with his own Body and Blood 
in the Eucharist. 
 

By commending Peter's faith, Jesus shows us that faith is the foundation 
(rock) of the church. For the church is not just a social club of people 
who like to worship the same way; it is a family of people who believe 
all that Jesus taught because we believe in the person of Jesus. That is, 
we don't just believe that Jesus was real. We affirm that he is alive and 
important to our lives. We have experienced him in his words, in the 
sacraments, and in each other. May our faith always be solid as a rock.  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13; Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21; Mk 6:17-29 
Sunday: Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27  

 

For the week beginning  
Saturday, August 22nd   through Friday, August 28th 
the sanctuary candle is being offered in memory of  

Jim Ducharme  
from Sue and Jim Balmes.   



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time          The Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary – August 22 and August 23, 2020                   3 

 

St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.   
Glenn Moser (glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. 
Irene Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—A group of women who participate 
in social and charitable activities. Meetings are the second Tuesday of 
the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia Rossi, 
Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – The Altar Guild prepares the altar table for 
Mass (linens, candles), replenishes side altar candles, cleans and re-
plenishes main entrance/side door holy water bowls.  Contact: Simone 
Amato at 762-5491 (ext. 113). 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
Visit our webpage at stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  The group offers volunteering opportuni-
ties.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato at ext. 129. 

Parish Ministries 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for additional COVID-19 responses 
and resources for Mass, faith at home, school at home and giving 

opportunities.  Below are some online resources: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocese of Raleigh parishes streaming Mass 
Mass in English 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral:  Daily Mass on Facebook, Monday-
Friday, 6:00 pm and Saturday, 9:00 am; Holy Hour and adoration, 
Tuesdays preceding Daily Mass. Sunday Masses on YouTube: Span-
ish  8:30 am; English 10:00 am Link to Worship aids and more infor-
mation 
All Saints, Hampstead  On website and Facebook, Sunday, 10:00 am; 
Tuesday-Friday, 11:00 am. 
All Souls, Columbia Saturday 7:00 pm. 
Duke Catholic Center On YouTube, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Holy Family, Hillsborough on YouTube and Facebook, Sundays 9:45 
am. 
Holy Infant, Durham On parish website, Sunday, 11:00 am. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham On Facebook, Sunday, 9:30 am. 
Newman Catholic Student Center Parish On Facebook, Sundays, 11:00 
am. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Newton Grove On Facebook, Mon., Tue., 
Thurs., 7:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Raleigh Homilies only 
 

Parish devotional services and resources 
Wednesday Audience with Denelle Ryan (Director of Evangelization) 
at Holy Family, Hillsborough - These short YouTube videos are inter-
esting and fun topics of our faith to discuss in your home and are ap-
propriate for youth, young adults and adults alike. 
Family Film Friday at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
Something for Saturdays - Ideas for How to Take a Break with Your 
Family each week at Holy Family, Hillsborough 
 

Online events 
Project Youth Ministry Sundays, 800pm. 
 

Other devotional resources 
USCCB COVID -19 Resources 
St. Francis of Assisi, Raleigh - On Facebook, Lunch with Mr. Jim, 
weekdays, 12:00 pm.; Virtual Evening Prayer, weekdays, 7:00 pm. 
Immaculate Conception, Durham, Daily Gospel Reflection (bilingual) 
 

Around the world 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
St. Patrick's Cathedral - Sunday, 10:15 am. 
Sirius XM Catholic Channel - Sunday, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, 7 p.m. and 
8:30 a.m. 
Catholic TV - Sunday, 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
EWTN - Sunday, 8 a.m. 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 08/17 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office employees are  
working with limited office hours. 

We thank each of you for the many ways you 
support our parish and ask that you please 
continue to support the Basilica Shrine of  
St. Mary as you are able.   
 
We would also like to extend a thank you to 
our parishioners who currently use EFT to 
financially support our parish. For those who 
are not using EFT but wish to continue their 
charitable support (see below).   
 
And finally, thank you in advance for your continued support of our 
parish during this unprecedented time. 
 
 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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Andrea Baker 
Gerald Boyle 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Chris Fowler 
 

Ted Fry 
Mike Gaynor 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 

Kinsley Porter 
Raymond Porter 

Robert “Bobby” Porter 
Rylie Porter 

Swayzee Porter 
William “Billy” Porter 

Kathy Sheppard 

Prayer List  
All names have been removed from the prayer list.  If you would like name to 

add a name to the prayer list, please email: bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

An interesting question is, 'Did Jesus establish 
a church?' When he began his ministry and 
gathered disciples and taught the crowds that 
followed him and healed so many of the sick 
who came to him, then yes, he established a 
'church' as a gathering of all kinds of people 
that would be a community rooted in love. In 

the time of St. Paul, it became known as Christians, followers of the 
Way of Christ, seekers of justice and reconciliation, and that's the 
church. If we are this church, then we also gather all kinds of people 
and bring them to share the Way of Christ and feast at his table togeth-
er in thanksgiving and taste the kingdom of heaven in the bread of our 
suffering and our joys, our prayers and our good works. 
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

Special Food Drive 
The Knights will be running a SPECIAL FOOD DRIVE in support of 
the Help Center at Carolina Beach on Saturday, September 12th from 
10:00 am to Noon in the parking lot of Immaculate Conception 
Church.  It will be a drive through event.  Drive in, turn around at the 
flag pole and proceed to our pickup trucks on the right side.  The col-
lectors will take your donations—food or cash.  They will be wearing 
masks and gloves.  As we load a truck it will head directly to the Help 
Center. 
 

The shelves have been depleted due to the Hurricane.  Please be gener-
ous, as usual.  God will bless you.   
 

Any questions, contact Barney McAteer at 215-416-6752. 
 

Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the 
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Knights stand in solidar-
ity with our priests and religious.  Through this program, council and 
parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in our local 
area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the only 
aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and 
prayers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians 
with this program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle.  There 
are great prizes and tickets will be available soon.  Watch the bulletin 

for further details.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  
 

Please contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com 
 

Join Us! 
If you are not a Knight but are a Catholic gentleman over 18 years of 
age we encourage you to explore the option of becoming a Knight.  
 

Contact our Grand Knight, Ralph Maggio, at  
grandknight1074@gmail.com. 

After being closed for three months due to Covid, we started a pilot 
program in June to determine if we could serve those in need, while 
keeping everyone as safe as possible.  We developed a “Curbside Ser-
vice” program.  We’ve put out the word that we are offering assistance 
on an appointment basis. We’ve given out information asking people 
to call us on a special number (910-782-4021) if they are in need of 
help.  They need to leave a message with their contact info, and we 
return their call.  
 

We now do all the interviewing over the phone that we would typically 
do in-person in ‘normal’ times. We discuss their situation and we de-
cide if we are able to provide any help.  We are primarily offering 
financial assistance, limited food, hygiene items and diapers.  Once we 
determine we have items for them, we then set an appointment time 
and date for pickup.  Then we set about filling the ‘orders’; we gather 
everything requested by a person and load a cart with the items.  When 
the guest shows up at their assigned time, we meet them at the front 
door with their cart.  There is no need for them to enter the building, 
and we have very limited contact; we wear masks when we meet them 
and ask that they do the same. I have masks available for anyone that 
needs one.  
 

We got off to a slow start, but this past week we noticed a significant 
increase in volume (I think the word is on the street now!). We think 
we have the new process well organized, thanks to help from several 
volunteers.  We don’t have specific days we set appointments; we are 
playing it by ear, depending on the volume of calls.  As you may re-
call, we typically close in August each year, but since we were shut 
down for a few months, we are working this August. 
 

Now for the bad news: unfortunately, we are still unable to accept 
donations of clothing or any material goods.  The primary reason is the 
inability to sanitize items we receive.  We are not running the van to 
do any pickups or deliveries.  Thank you for understanding that we are 
unable to accept your items until further notice; there are several other 
agencies in and around town that are accepting donations.  
 

Over time, we look forward to getting back to ‘full service”, but it will 
be a gradual transition. Please keep us in your prayers as we do our 
best to help those in need.  
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
 

The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  ESL Instructors and Volunteers are needed 
and always welcome!  
 

St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please schedule a time for a one-on-one meeting.  
Contact Parish Office. 

Parish Happenings 
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From Father Ryszard 

Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
headquartered in Wilmington.  We seek to provide  
financial support, supplies, medical equipment, and  
medications to our clinics through donations of money  
and time.  We also provide health care support to the  
Honduran staff through periodic medical/dental brigades  
which we organize in the US and which travel to Honduras.  Become a 
part of Salud Hondu’s Circle of Friends by making a donation through 
our website:  saludhondu.org.  Contact Penny Cromer: pcrom-
er@ec.rr.com or call 910-264-4500.        

 

             Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) t 

  
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Another beautiful day in great North Carolina. 
Hope you can have fun by going to the beach, 
golfing or  taking a river walk downtown. What-
ever you choose, enjoy the moment.  Remember 
that wearing a mask and social distancing is part 
of our wardrobe. 
 

Since it is impossible for me to go to the Metro-
politan Opera during the pandemic I have been 
listening to many operas at home in the evening. 
Opera for me is total art because it consists of 
beautiful singing, acting, orchestra music, creative stage design, original 
costumes and sometimes even dancing. All together in one show. Plus 
the atmosphere of being surrounded in an auditorium by almost 4 thou-
sand opera lovers who share the same passion. 
 

I realized I might have a gift for becoming a gourmet chef. During the 
coronavirus pandemic I  have been experimenting with many dishes. 
Cooking is fun, especially when it turns out well. 
 

We all might discover hidden talents of our own throughout this time. 
 

Please pray  for singers, choristers, musicians, conductors, direc-
tors  who find themselves jobless because theaters are closed this sea-
son. Also pray for the chefs so they would muster and not burn their 
dishes. 
 

May your weekend be filled with hope and positive thinking. 
 
With prayers, 
Fr. Ryszard 

For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We will begin celebrating First 
Communions at our Sunday Masses on Sunday, September 13th. We 
will be doing four at each Mass (English and Spanish), for a total of 
eight per week. 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website beginning on 
Friday, August 21st. This will be done on a first come, first serve 
basis. You may choose any Sunday between September 13th and 
December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her First Commun-
ion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can com-
fortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortunately, 
due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow any 
additional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our parish 
website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact Deacon John Walsh with any questions. 
– (910) 762-5491 x-114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Salud Hondu 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  
As of July 16th, $ 150,804 has been pledged by 497 families (85% of 
goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the link 
below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount over a 
period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in making 
an on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETO-
BAA.ORG.  Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful 
parish.  You are invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

Instruments of God's Love:    
Reflect, Pray, Serve 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

From Father Chesco 

 
 

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website or by clicking link 
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  

 
 

What a Mother of Faith Achieves 
August 16, 2020 
Matthew 15:21-28 
 

A foreign mother (not an Israelite) asks Jesus to heal her daughter. 
At first Jesus does not answer her and twice more he refused, but in 
the end she obtains the miracle because of her humble and persistent 
faith. 
 

Jesus goes beyond the frontiers of the national territory and welcomes 
a foreign woman who was from another race and religion. She begins 
to beg for the healing of her daughter who was possessed by an un-
clean spirit. The woman shouts, but Jesus does not respond. Why? His 
silence is connected with an awareness of his mission and his fidelity 
to the law of God: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel“. 
 

The woman was persistent in her request and refused to be dismissed. 
Neither religious rules or the reactions of others would stand in the 
way of the love of a mother for her sick daughter.  She draws closer, 
she throws herself at Jesus’ feet and goes on begging, “Lord, help me”. 
Jesus answers with a parable taken from everyday life. It is not right 
to take the bread of one’s children and give it to dogs. The woman 
will not yield. She agrees with Jesus, but she amplifies the parallel and 
applies it to her case, “Ah, yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the 
scraps that fall from their master’s table“. Jesus did not intend to cure 
the girl, but when he saw the faith of the mother, he saw things differ-
ently and did something he did not intend to do: “Woman, you have 
great faith!” 
 

The meeting with the Canaanite woman freed him from the racial pris-
on and opened him to the whole of humanity. 
 

Jesus discovered the will of the Father. 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
  

  Bible Altar, La 
Libertad, F.M., 

Honduras  
 

This an altar  
dedicated to the 

Bible in  
La Libertad, F.M., 
Honduras.  This 

altar was created in 
honor of Bible 

Month, September. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Father Bob’s new website and blog has 
debuted.  It is called missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.  Hope you like it! 
It's in both English and Spanish.’ 

 

 
Father  Bob’s books are available on 

Amazon.com 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, August 29 and Sunday, August 30 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 
5:00 pm 

 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 
 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic  
Carolina Catholic meets Father James Altman, one of the three 
priests leading the 40 day novena, Let Freedom Ring, online this 
summer 
For our second August show, we will meet one of the three priests host-
ing Let Freedom Ring, 40 Days to Freedom from the devil, a 40 day 
novena which began July 7th and ends August 15th when a new novena 
will commence. We will meet Father James Altman, who along with Fr. 
Bill Peckman and Fr. Rick Heilman, has led this novena by providing 
thoughtful reflections, prayers of reparation and exorcism, and litanies to 
the faithful in order to inspire us all to call out to God to bless and heal 
our land. The next novena, the 54 day Novena for Our Nation, begins 
August 15th and runs to October 7th. 
 
This beautiful show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 
91.7 FM, 93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in 
Southport on Saturday, August 29th, at 11:00 am and Sunday, August 
30th, at 6:00 pm. These shows can also be heard on our website at 
www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for your prayers 
and support of Catholic radio. 
 

Annual Run for Life 
SAVE THE DATE! The 26th Annual Run For Life is going Virtual!! 
We're looking for runners and sponsors for the annual 5K Run and 1-
Mile Fun Run (8/22-8/30).  
 

Visit www.raleighrunforlife.org or www.runnc.com for more info. If you 
have any questions, please contact Eileen Mayhew, 919-762-7500, or 
Kathy Klein, 919-815-1369. All proceeds benefit Birthchoice. 
 

New Cohort for Diaconate Formation 
The Diocesan Office of the Permanent Diaconate is preparing to start the 
next cohort for the Formation of  Permanent Deacons. Practicing Catho-
lic men that are discerning a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate should 
send an email to Amy.breindel@raldioc.org by Sunday, September 13. 
Appointments will be made for those who express an interest to learn 
more about the Diaconate in the Diocese of Raleigh and have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions about the formation process. This is the first step 
for candidates who are interested in forming the next group of Aspirants 
to the Diaconate. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Don’t take a summer vacation from your marriage; bring it into your 
marriage. Time with your spouse on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend is an investment that will pay dividends. It is a weekend for 
married couples to get away from job, computers, children, chores and 
phones – and focus on each other and God’s plan for your marriage. 
That's just the beginning of what you will receive on a Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter weekend. Attend one of the upcoming weekends 
on September 11-13, 2020, in Hickory, NC, and November 6-8, 2020, 
in Atlantic Beach, NC. Early sign up is recommended. For more infor-
mation visit our website at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org, or contact 
us at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. 
 

Catholic Committee on Scouting Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
The Raleigh Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting is open to all 
adult Scouters working with Catholic and non-Catholic sponsored Scout-
ing Units in the Diocese. This includes Cub Pack, Webelos, Scout BSA 
Troops, Venture Crews, Girl Scout and Brownie Troops. Topics dis-
cussed include assisting Catholic parishes & organizations in sponsor-
ing/chartering new units, promoting religious emblem programs, train-
ing, the annual Catholic Camporee & Scout Sunday activities, the St. 

George Trek at Philmont, & providing fellowship among Catholic 
Scouters. 
 

Diocesan One Day Marriage Preparation Workshop 
Catholic Center 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 
8:30 am - 04:00 pm 
Cost 
$100 
Registration Link: 
http://raldioc.configio.com/go/mpw2020 
The Diocesan Marriage Preparation One Day Workshop presents topics 
that deal with important issues regarding marriage.  Please contact Mar-
ried Life Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org . 
 

Encountering Jesus:  Supporting Students with Special Needs 
Friday, October 9, 2020 
10:00 am - 03:00 pm 
Cost:  $10 
On Friday, October 9th, The Office of Evangelization and Discipleship, 
the Collaborative on Special Needs and Disabilities and St. Andrew 
Catholic Church, Apex are presenting a Special Needs Formation Day 
for parish catechetical leaders and special needs ministry volunteers. 
 

Come to learn how to assist special needs students in encountering and 
growing closer to Christ with creative lesson adaptations.   
 

This day is for all who minister with special needs children and will 
begin with refreshments and fellowship at 9:30 am and conclude by 3:00 
pm at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Apex, NC.   
 

This same event will be presented at St. Patrick Church in Fayetteville 
on October 10, 2020 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm.   
 

We look forward to sharing the day with our speaker, Maggie Rousseau, 
Director of Disabilities Ministry in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  
During the workshop, Maggie will share creative classroom methods, 
practical formation, a multitude of experiential methods and round table 
discussions.  Please note:  If needed, this event will transition from an in-
person event to an online event.  All are welcome! 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Details to come! 
For additional information about this event, please contact Married Life 
Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 919-821
-9753. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and others 
involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the role of 
Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity for the 
building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-care 
workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be cele-
brated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
 
 

As you know, I developed a Health & Safety 
Task Force. This group was created in order to 
gather professional knowledge to help create the 

safest educational scenario of opening school for the 2020-2021 school 
year under the current COVID-19 pandemic. Along with the advice from 
this committee, we are also following the directives of NCDHHS (NC 
Dept. of Health and Human Services, CDC (Centers for Disease Con-
trol), our Diocesan Schools Office, and the survey results that you pro-
vided for us.  Our goal is to create the best plan possible to provide the 
high quality education that our school is known for in the safest possible 
learning environment. 
 

As of July 24th, all of our diocesan schools were planning to open under 
the hybrid model of Plan B. This model offers on site schooling along 
with a mandated option of virtual learning. This is the current plan that 
we will be following as of today. 
 

I have been given permission from our superintendent to delay the 
opening of our school year until the Thursday following Labor Day, 
September 10th. The reopening of schools decision has little data availa-
ble as to the spreading of the COVID virus until students come together 
in their schools after the 5 months of being apart.  We are hoping to 
gather more information from these earlier openings to be able to make 
adjustments to our plans if necessary from those results.   
 

Our teachers began Teacher Work Days on August 20th.  There will be 
training from the Health Dept. We will also be offering training from 
Google on Google Classroom and Google Meets, Live-streaming les-
sons, and all of the new procedures for St. Mary School campus. 
 

Plans are also being made to offer training to parents on the virtual plat-
forms we will be using which is in response to the survey results. At 
some point, we may need to flip to distance learning and we are hoping 
to make that a more comfortable transition for our parents, therefore 
benefiting the students. 
 

Health & Safety Task Force - 
I formed this committee of professionals to assist me in creating a plan 
for our school regarding the directives from our own diocesan school 
office as well as CDC and NC DHHS guidelines in the NC Strong 
Schools Toolkit.  
 

The members of the committee are: 
 Dr. Charmaine Lewis, Dr. Lekeshia Jarrett, Emily Allen (Medical) 
 John Hicks (Research, Sociology, Psychology, Court Investigator) 
 Shelly Bao (Legal) 
 Norma Rivera (Head of Hispanic Ministry, Basilica Shrine of St. 

Mary) 

 Heather Lowery (Lower School Faculty) (All of her children are 
graduates of SMS.) 

 Tom Hogan (Upper School Faculty and Technology) 
 

Facebook Page 
We post events, accomplishments, and special announcements on our 
Saint Mary Catholic School Facebook page.  
 

Re-registration 
We are currently enrolling new students for the 2020-2021 school year.   

 

Donation 
If you would like to donate to our Tuition Assistance Fund, please write 
your check to St. Mary School. We would be grateful for your kindness 
any time of the year. 
 

Harris Teeter - Remember to re-link your VIC card to #1809 for St. 
Mary School! When you do this, they send us checks!!! 
 

The Next Generation of Box Tops is Here 
Box Tops is changing to fit today's families. The new and improved Box 
Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art technology to scan your store re-
ceipt, find participating products and instantly add Box Tops to your 
school's earnings online. 

 MORE CONVENIENT—Redeem anywhere, anytime within 14 
days of purchase 

 EASY TO USE—No more clipping or sending Box Tops to school  
 REAL TIME—Your school’s earnings are automatically updated 

online 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 150 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour! 
 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions  

and ethnic origins welcome 
910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 

JOSHUA 
      1:9 SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Joshua 1:9 Scholarship Fund is an en-
dowed Component Fund of the NC 
Community Foundation.  Established in 
2002, the fund is dedicated to providing 
financial assistance to St. Mary Catholic School families whose chil-
dren are African American, Hispanic or who are children of a single 
parent.  To be eligible, the family, or legal guardian of the child must 
be able to verify current need for financial assistance through FACTS 
Grant and Aid Assessment. 
 

The Joshua 1:9 Fund has helped many families, some of whom have 
struggled with sudden illness, unemployment, and other financial dis-
tress to pay costs for partial tuition, books, uniforms, lunches, and 
other educational needs. 
 

The seed for the Joshua 1:9 Fund was sown over 70 years ago; in the 
hearts of two little girls of a single mother living in Ohio, and a boy of 
Irish immigrant single mother struggling in Brooklyn.  Financial assis-
tance made it possible for all three children to go to Catholic School.  
There, they were educated, guided, nourished and prepared for produc-
tive lives.  One of the girls, Ann Campbell-Morin, created the fund in 
2002 in honor of her husband and sister to give back the gift they re-
ceived so many years before.   
 

For information please contact the St. Mary School office. 

“Be firm, be steadfast.  Do 
not fear nor be dismayed, 
For the Lord, your God is 

with you wherever you go.”    
                        (Joshua 1:9) 
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