
Rector/Pastor, Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej……………….…………….ext. 100 
Parochial Vicar, Reverend Chesco Garcia……………………………………..ext. 116 
Social Ministries, The Sister Isaac Center……………………………………..ext. 135 
RCIA—Adult Christian Initiation ……………………………………………..ext. 121 
Director of Religious Education, Deacon John Walsh……...…...……………..ext. 114 
Director of Hispanic Ministries, Ms. Norma Rivera…………………………...ext. 122 
Business Manager, Ms. Sharon Marren………………………………………..ext. 158 
Wedding and Missions Coordinator, Ms. Simone Amato……………………..ext. 129 
Parish Secretary, Ms. Simone Amato………………………………………….ext. 113 
Campus Facilities Director, Ms. Cindy Howe……………..…………………..ext. 115 
Bulletin Editor, Ms. Sandy O'Leary……………………bulletin@thestmaryparish.org 

  Director of Music, Ms. Barbara Gallagher…….………………………………ext. 118 
St. Mary Parish Bookstore…………………………………………………….ext. 159 
St. Mary School Principal, Ms. Joyce Price…………………………………..ext. 153 
St. Mary School Administrative Assistant, Ms. Susan Linn………………….ext. 140 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 150 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

September 20, 2020 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 09/14 bulletin publication date.   

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time with required reser-
vations through SignUp Genius.  9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm 

(Spanish).  Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Please continue to check the parish website 

for up to date information including updated Mass times.  If you 
would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the 

Parish Office at 762-5491.   
St. Mary Parish Office is open with limited office hours.   

St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 
 

Sunday Readings 
September 20, 2020 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Is 55:6–9 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
call him while he is near. 
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, 
and the wicked his thoughts; 
let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 
to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so high are my ways above your ways 
and my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:2–3, 8–9, 17–18 
R. (18a) The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
Every day will I bless you, 
and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
his greatness is unsearchable. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is just in all his ways 
and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
to all who call upon him in truth. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 

Reading 2 
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a 
Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by 
life or by death. For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on 
living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And I do not know 
which I shall choose. I am caught between the two. I long to depart this 
life and be with Christ, for that is far better. Yet that I remain in the flesh 
is more necessary for your benefit. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 20:1–16a 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vine-
yard. Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vine-
yard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. And he went out 
again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going 
out about five o’clock, the landowner found others standing around, and 
said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They answered, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my 
vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and ending with the first.’ When those who had started about 
five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first 
came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also 
got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the land-
owner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said 
to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. 
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or am I not free to 
do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am gener-
ous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Management Unfair 
Notice any difference between the attitude of Paul in the second reading 
and that of the workers in the Matthew's Gospel? The workers grumble 
because the latecomers got the same pay as those who worked all day. 
Paul has worked for the Lord for years, yet he thinks it is better to keep 
working than to claim his reward of eternal life. 
 

The workers grumbled because the landowner gave the same wages to 
the ones who only worked for an hour. (You can imagine the picket 
signs: Vinedressers Local on Strike: Management Unfair!) Sometimes 
we see this parable as an explanation for why sinners who repent on 
their deathbed can get to heaven. But Matthew was more likely referring 
to the Jews who had served God for centuries and now see newcomer 
Gentiles claiming equality in the church. They were complaining about 
God's generosity in reaching out to all peoples, not just the chosen few. 
God's generosity is the real point. Those who realize how blessed they 
are in being called to do God's work have no problem sharing that bless-
ing with others. When we see how much God loves us, we naturally 
want to respond with love and service of our own. That is what the 
grumblers, both in the parable and in Matthew's church, were missing. 
 

Contrast that with Paul, who loves the Philippians so much that he is 
willing to put off his heavenly reward if he can help any more people 
come to Christ. Paul is more interested in their welfare than in his own 
reward. That is the attitude that Jesus hopes for in all his disciples. We 
can love him so much that we can't help but share that love with those 
around us. We can be so grateful for what he has done for us that we will 
suffer anything with joy. We can care more about bringing Jesus to oth-
ers than we do about our own comfort or even our lives. We can do this 
because we know the Lord's ways are not fair--they are more generous 
than we can imagine!  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32   

Sanctuary Lamp 
For the week beginning  

Saturday, September 19
th

   

through Friday, September 25th 
the sanctuary candle is being offered  

in memory of  
Lenny Smith and Gene Doyle  
from Peter and Joyce Spano. 
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Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp or to donate 
to the Altar Flowers, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Moser 
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia 
Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Contact: Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please contact parish office to schedule a meeting.  

Parish Information 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 09/14 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office is open with limited office hours and  
St. Mary School is open for staff and students. 

 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for COVID-19 resources for Mass, 
faith at home, school at home and giving opportunities.  

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Hope your Labor Day was enjoyable and filled 
with fun. 
 

On September 10th St. Mary School started a new 
academic year, 151st in its history. Our children 
are finally back to school, studying, learning and 
being together for the first time since March and 
the entire campus once again hear their laughter. I 
can imagine the smiles on their parents faces! 
 

I pray that this school year is going to be reward-
ing and very special  for both teachers and stu-
dents. I am asking the Blessed Mother to watch over them and protect 
them always. 
 

As I mentioned to you a few weeks ago beginning last Sunday our 
children will meet Jesus by partaking in their First Holy Communion. 
I pray their joy will be contagious. 
 

On October 8th I will confirm over sixty teenagers whose Confirma-
tion was delayed because of the coronavirus.  May they use this month 
to reflect upon receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit and make the third 
person of the Most Holy Trinity their spiritual guide and counselor. 
 

Last Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 18:21-35) was about forgiveness. 
Forgiving others is one of the most difficult tasks to master. The world 
without forgiveness would be impossible to live in. When we forgive 
others we experience inner peace and are able to live as God intended. 
 

Enjoy this weekend and do something fun. 
 

With continued prayers, 
 
Fr. Ryszard  

Prayer List  
If you would like name to add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Andrea Baker 
Marianne Elmore 

Mary Elmore 
William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Mike Gaynor 
Alba Gibbs 

 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
Philip Hatcher 

Larry Hite 
Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Barbara McMann O’Rourke 

Baby Ozzie 
Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 

Kinsley Porter 
Raymond Porter 

Robert “Bobby” Porter 
Rylie Porter 

Swayzee Porter 
William “Billy” Porter 

Kathy Sheppard 
Frank Smigiel Family 

Lynne Vanstory 
Joseph Wagner Family 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, September 26 and Sunday, September 27 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 
 
 
 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1074 is conducting a Coat Drive 
from September 9 through October 15.  
The Knights are raising funds to purchase new coats for children in 
need. Last year, through your generous donations, we were able to deliv-
er 67 new coats. In addition, this year, we will be collecting softly worn 
coats for needy children and adult residence of Brunswick County and 
New Hanover County.  Information for pick up/drop off of the coats will 
be available on our website. Additionally, we will provide boxes at the 
Church for drop-offs at mass. We hope we can count on your donation 
and thank you for your generous support. 
 

To make a donation please use the PayPal link available on our website.  
To donate softly worn coats please visit our website to determine loca-
tions and contacts to donate coats. The link to our website: https://
www.kofc1074.org 
 

Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the Re-
fund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, coun-
cil and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in our 
local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the 
only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and pray-
ers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians with this 
program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle.  There are great 
prizes and tickets will be available soon.  Watch the bulletin for further 

details.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  
 

Please contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com 
 

 

  
 

 
If someone asked, 'Do you have the 
time?'  what would be the most common an-
swer? A quick look at a wristwatch, or a glance 
at a calendar, or a deep look into one's soul? 
Although there are many limitations to being 
human, time is one thing that often escapes our 
control and yet the one thing we try to put in 

order by day and by lifetime. So it is no wonder that a first reaction to 
today's gospel would be puzzlement because ordinarily, that's not how 
the system works. The reading from Isaiah explains it: "For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord." But 
one thing is certain, and that is the awesome love and mercy that our 
God has for all of us so whatever seems like a puzzle to us is something 
that should be left in God's hands, left to God's ways. For all the other 
stuff that we face each day, we work and pray and do the best we can, 
look up to heaven at the end of the day and feel God's loving smile.   
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave a 
message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
We have developed a “Curbside Service” pro-
gram.  We’ve put out the word that we are offer-
ing assistance on an appointment basis. We’ve 
given out information asking people to call us on 
a special number (910-782-4021) if they are in 
need of help.   

 

We do all the interviewing over the phone and when the guest shows up 
at their assigned time, we meet them at the front door with their cart.  
There is no need for them to enter the building, and we have very limited 
contact. 
 

Now for the bad news: unfortunately, we are still unable to accept dona-
tions of clothing or any material goods.  Thank you for understanding 
that we are unable to accept your items until further notice; there are 
several other agencies in and around town that are accepting donations.  
 

Over time, we look forward to getting back to ‘full service”, but it will 
be a gradual transition. Please keep us in your prayers as we do our best 
to help those in need.  
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We began celebrating First Com-
munions at our Sunday Masses.  We will be doing four at each Mass 
(English and Spanish), for a total of eight per week.  Contact Deacon 
John Walsh at ext. 114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sunday 
through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her First 
Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can com-
fortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortunately, 
due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow any ad-
ditional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our parish 
website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?  Take 
the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble registering 
your email and I will be glad to help you.   



Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time      The Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary – September 19 and September 20, 2020        5 

 

 
 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our be-
loved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they will 
be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with someone 
infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners to 

bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, not 

at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by candles 

for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of church will 
be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website 

Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

September 13, 2020 
Forgiveness or Resentment 
 
How many times do I have to forgive my 
brother? One time, three times, seven 
times? Let’s look at the answer Jesus gives Peter so that we know what 
Jesus thinks about resentment and forgiveness. 
 

Do you have a grudge against someone? Is there someone you don’t 
want to forgive? Is there an offense that still bothers your being? 
 

How much do you love the one who has offended you?  It is a good 
question to know how much you love God. When I am not capable of 
forgiving is because evil is nesting in my heart. 
 

Forgiveness is not a natural instinct, it is an act of obedience to God. 
When I discover that God has forgiven me, I am under the obligation to 
do  the same with those who have offended me. The etymology of the 
word forgive is the root FOR plus the verb GIVE. The root FOR means 
completely; then the verb forgive means to give completely. The best 
example of this meaning is the parable that Jesus proposes about 
this  king who was able to forgive the debt of 10.000 talent (164 t of 
gold) to a servant who beg him. 
 

Let us remember that salvation is conditional like the prayer of our Fa-
ther. I can only pray the Our Father if I am able to forgive my brother: 
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us”. In the same way, if I am not able to forgive all those who have 
offended me.  I cannot pretend that God forgives my faults, if I have not 
been able to forgive the faults that others have done to me. This is what 
happened to the forgiven servant in the Gospel who was not able to 
forgive the faults of the second servant.  And the king then took away 
the forgiveness he had given him and forced him to pay all the previous 
debt. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  As 
of August 20th, $ 151,584 has been pledged by 499 families (88% of 
goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the link 
below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount over a 
period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in making an 
on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETOBAA.ORG.  
Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful parish.  You are 
invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

Instruments of God's Love:    
Reflect, Pray, Serve 

 
 

 
 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

From Father Chesco 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

 
 
  

Our Diversity 
 

September 10, 2020 
Bishop Luis Rafael 
Zarama 
 

Our country was built 
upon the richness of 
diversity where waves 
of immigrants have 
kept it always young. 

Immigrants who, out of necessity, sought new horizons, brought with 
them the sounds of new languages, of different cultures and customs. 
They arrived and, seeking to preserve their individuality, fused into the 
vastness of this nation and the wealth of its inhabitants. 
 

This country was built in the midst of pains and challenges, but always 
with heads held high, searching for a better future. 
 

That better future has been the "dream" of every immigrant. In pain and 
with tearful eyes, the immigrant broke off from land and loved ones to 
seek that dream, thinking not only of self but also of others. That dream 
encouraged many waves of immigrants to travel by land and sea. That 
dream was also the motivation and the strength that moved this great 
country to be what it is today, where the waves of immigrants became 
the energy of the nation. 
 

We call it energy because the wealth and greatness of this nation are due 
to the generous self-giving of so many immigrants who, coming from 
very diverse cultures, sacrificed themselves and gave their all to make 

that dream come true. Thus, those dreamers, by the sweat of their brow, 
made this nation what it is: the fruit of generosity in coexistence. We 
feel part of this country and are proud of it. 
 

Each one has his or her own story. This country has received us and 
allows us to share that story.  Each day it also allows us to do our part 
for making the dream of "something better" a reality. 
 

Let's celebrate our heritage! Let's celebrate our diversity! Let's be proud 
of our individuality! In unison, let us rejoice for the customs and beliefs, 
which, under one sky -- that of the United States of America -- make us 
partakers in this great nation, which in God puts his trust. 

Document 'Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship' examined 
August 18, 2020 
Amy Uelmen, Catholic News Ser-
vice 
 

When facing a tough decision, it can 
be tempting to look for the comfort of having someone else tell us what 
to do. 
 

Turning to “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” approved by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in late 2019, Catholics looking 
for clear-cut answers to the question “How should I vote?” will be disap-
pointed. 
 

The document states: “We bishops do not intend to tell Catholics for 
whom or against whom to vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form 
their consciences in accordance with God’s truth” (No. 7). 
 

The document explains: “As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A 
candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to guarantee a 
voter’s support” (No. 42). 
 

But it is well worth digging into the analysis: “Forming Consciences” 
offers a rich and beautiful vision of the values and principles that can 
inform Catholic participation in public life and decisions about political 
platforms and candidates. 
 

Even if Catholics hold a shared moral vision of the evils that should be 
avoided and “the good that we must do” (No. 24), that shared vision 
does not equate with a single “right answer” in politics. 
 

For this reason, in “Forming Consciences” the bishops explicitly encour-
age Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, “the charioteer of the 
virtues.” 
 

As the bishops note in their introduction, challenges abound: “At all 
levels of society, we are aware of a great need for leadership that models 
love for righteousness, as well as the virtues of justice, prudence, cour-
age and temperance.” 
 

If reflection on “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” is also 
pursued in light of those same virtues, we might hope for important steps 
forward in living out the call to holiness together, to “work with Christ 
as he builds his kingdom of love.” 
 

Edited for space.  Full document can be found on usccb.org 
 

Videos 
The USCCB has also recently released a series of videos to inspire pray-
er and action in political life and to help Catholics apply the Church’s 
teaching as handed down by Pope Francis.  

 Working in Agua Caliente, Reitoca, F.M., Honduras  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here we see some men digging a latrine for the church community of 

Our Lady of Fatima, the church of Agua Caliente, a community of 
Reitoca, F.M., Honduras.   

 
  

 
 

 
 

Father Bob’s website and blog is called 
missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.   
It's in both English and Spanish. 

 

Father  Bob’s books are available on  
Amazon.com 

Bishop Zarama 
Our Diversity 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic  
Carolina Catholic meets Father Peter Devereux, a Legionaries of 
Christ priest, and the new pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Raleigh 
For our second September show, Amanda Gandolf and I chat with Fa-
ther Peter Devereux, LC, who was installed on August 30th as the new 
pastor of St. Joseph in Raleigh by Bishop Zarama. Father Peter is a Le-
gionaries of Christ priest, and at the invitation of Bishop Zarama, the 
Legionaries of Christ have accepted the responsibility to assume priestly 
pastoral ministry at Saint Joseph Parish in Raleigh.  Father Peter, an old 
friend of Amanda’s, will talk about the Legionaries, the formation of a 
LC priest, and his work over the past decades as a Legionaries of Christ 
priest. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 
Saturday, September 19th and 26th, at 11:00 am and Sunday, Septem-
ber 20th and 27th, at 6:00 pm. This show can also be heard on our web-
site at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for your 
prayers and support of Catholic radio. 
 

New Cohort for Diaconate Formation 
The Diocesan Office of the Permanent Diaconate is preparing to start the 
next cohort for the Formation of  Permanent Deacons. Practicing Catho-
lic men that are discerning a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate should 
send an email to Amy.breindel@raldioc.org.  Appointments will be 
made for those who express an interest to learn more about the Diaco-
nate in the Diocese of Raleigh and have the opportunity to ask questions 
about the formation process. This is the first step for candidates who are 
interested in forming the next group of Aspirants to the Diaconate. 
 

Encountering Jesus:  Supporting Stu-
dents with Special Needs 
Friday, October 9, 2020 
10:00 am - 03:00 pm 
Cost:  $10 
On Friday, October 9th, The Office of 
Evangelization and Discipleship, the Collaborative on Special Needs and 
Disabilities and St. Andrew Catholic Church, Apex are presenting a 
Special Needs Formation Day for parish catechetical leaders and special 
needs ministry volunteers. 
 

Come to learn how to assist special needs students in encountering and 
growing closer to Christ with creative lesson adaptations.   
 

This day is for all who minister with special needs children and will 
begin with refreshments and fellowship at 9:30 am and conclude by 3:00 
pm at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Apex, NC.   
 

This same event will be presented at St. Patrick Church in Fayetteville 
on October 10, 2020 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm.   
 

We look forward to sharing the day with our speaker, Maggie Rousseau, 
Director of Disabilities Ministry in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  
During the workshop, Maggie will share creative classroom methods, 
practical formation, a multitude of experiential methods and round table 
discussions.  Please note:  If needed, this event will transition from an in-
person event to an online event.  All are welcome! 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Details to come! 
For additional information about this event, please contact Married Life 
Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 919-821
-9753. 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and others 
involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the role of 
Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity for the 
building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-care 
workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be cele-
brated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please visit 
the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more information.  Reg-
istration is now available! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Goes Virtual 
Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on at a VIRTUAL WEEKEND on November 6-8, 2020, in AT-
LANTIC BEACH, NC. For more information, visit our website 
at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us 
at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. Follow 
our Facebook page North Carolina WWME! 
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in com-
mon? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
 

THE FOUNDATION of the Diocese of Raleigh is taking part in this 
Giving Day dedicated to Catholic philanthropy on #GivingTuesday, 
December 1. Now in its sixth year, we are thrilled to participate with 38 
other arch/dioceses and foundations nationwide to raise funds for our 
own diocesan parishes, schools, and ministries. 
 
Since THE FOUNDATION is partnering with #iGiveCatholic, your 
ministry is invited to participate in the giving day. Learn more at https://
raleigh.igivecatholic.org/. 
 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a unique form of fertility education. 
This information then helps married couples plan to achieve or postpone 
a pregnancy. To learn more about Natural Family Planning in the Ra-
leigh Diocese, please visit:  
 

Marriage Preparation Ministry 
Do you have a desire to serve engaged couples as they prepare to enter 
the sacrament of marriage? We are seeking out individuals and couples 
who would be interested in serving engaged couples in the diocese by 
being a part of the One-Day Marriage Preparation Workshop Team. 
There are several roles that you could be a part of, including hospitality, 
presenting, facilitating, and more. Please contact Rebekah Tolson, Mar-
ried Life Coordinator, at 919-821-9753 or Rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
 

    
Our faculty, staff, and I have prayed, studied, 
practiced, brainstormed, and come together to 
create new procedures in order for our school to 
reopen for its 151st year of Catholic education. 

 

All of our new procedures have been created to meet the guidelines in 
order to be able to open our school.  At first, expect the arrival to be 
slower than our usual. Why? Each child needs to have their temperature 
taken while in the car and attestation forms need to be handed to the 
Health Check Station monitors. 
 

Thank you for your patience and kind support as we opened school last 
week using so many new procedures. It was wonderful to see our on 
campus students and our online students when they came to pick up their 
materials.  Each diocesan principal was directed to create a plan for their 
school following the directives of the CDC, NCDHHS, and the Raleigh 
Diocesan Schools Office. St. Mary School Reopening Plans A, B, and C 
will be revised as new directives are received by these offices. 
 

Uniforms – While we are in Plan B, we will be going outside as much as 
possible. We have decided that students may wear their P.E. shoes each 
day. That will be the only uniform change. 
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions al-
low. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will be 
allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the guidelines. 
Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by phone or online. 
Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe and healthy. It’s 
not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Can we change their mind about their choice of distance learning 
should that not work well for their children? 

Yes, you may request a change to on campus learning, but a 
week notice will be required. Why? Under Plan B, we have 
spaced our students 6’ apart in the classrooms based on current 
parent decisions. In order for us to follow that guideline, we 
have had to choose different classroom spaces in order to ac-
commodate that NCDHHS directive. With the current count of 
on campus students we have been able to have our entire 
school (smaller classes) attend for 5 days per week.  

Q.  Why choose distance learning at this time? 
Those who choose distance learning should be choosing this 
option for health reasons, that would be students or their fami-
lies who are at high risk for contracting a virus. 

Q.  What will live streaming of lessons look like? 
Students in grades 4-8 will be provided Chrome books. They 
will use these for “tuning in” to teachers’ live lessons being 
provided according to individual classroom schedules. As the 
schedules are finalized, each teacher will provide them to the 
parents. The lessons will be live for both in school and dis-
tance  learning students simultaneously. After the presentation 
of the lesson, the teacher will sign off so that the students may 
begin the assignment for the day. To start the year, their les-
sons will be through Google Classroom and Google Meet.  
 

Students in grades K-3 will be needing to use personal devices 
to start the year. Their teachers will be live streaming through 
Zoom until we are able to access Chrome books for them (gr. 1
-3). Teachers will provide parents with a classroom schedule. 
They will live stream the lessons, then sign off for the practice 
time. They will again sign on when it is time for the next les-
son. 
 

Beginning the year, only Core Subjects will be streamed live. 
Core subject teachers will only record their lessons if all of the 
students (in school and home) are not present.  

Q.  Will there be an updated calendar being shared soon? 
Yes, updated calendar is now available on our website. 

Q.  Where can I find the NCDHHS Strong Schools Toolkit? 
Simply google it online. That document is open to all. St. Mary 
School is also following additional guidelines from our dioce-
san schools office. These documents are updated as new infor-
mation is received. 

Q.  What will the lunch program look like this year? 
We will not be serving Ms. Vickie’s hot lunch program for the 
1st quarter.  We have met with My Hot Lunchbox and are 
going forward with catering for two days per week.  Infor-
mation has been sent home.  

Q.  What can we as families do to help keep the students, faculty, staff,        
and our families safe? 

When you and your family members are out, please stay 6’ 
apart from others, wear masks, and wash your hands often. If 
we follow the rules and think about others, we will be able to 
keep our school open under Plan B. 

Q.  Who will make the decisions regarding quarantining a class, closing 
school, etc.? 

If our school has a positive case in any family reported to us, I 
will be immediately in touch with NH County Health Dept. 
who will make those decisions and conduct any contact trac-
ing. necessary. They will also advise me as to how to report to 
our families. 

Q.  Will there be mask breaks and extra recess? 
 Yes, by all means. We are creating schedules to use spaces all 
 over the campus to allow our students and teachers to get out
 side for fresh air breaks and extra recess. We plan to erect 
 several sunshades.  
 
 
 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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Dentistry
With A
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At Magnolia
Greens in Leland

www.teethbythebeach.com

1718 South 41st • Wilmington
910-791-1471

Proudly Providing HVAC Services for St. Mary’s

Established 1949

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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See
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
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SHERWOOD PAINTING
Residential • Commercial

Pressure Washing
Repair

TIM MARTIN
Bus. 910-231-4920

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-432-3240
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

1423 S. 3rd St. • 763-1607

Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass

SUNDAY
BREAKFAST BUFFET

9am-1pm

THURSDAY
TRIVIA - 8:30pm

FRIDAY
LIVE MUSIC

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC - 9pm

NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS



FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
Dr. Paul M. Gigliotti

910-362-9955

DOLORES A. JANNUZZI, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

THOMPSON & JANNUZZI
Janulaw@aol.com Will,Trusts, Estate Administration
(o) (910) 408-1652 Asset Protection Trusts
(c) (516) 818-4692 Supplemental Needs Trusts
In-Home Consultations Business Succession Planning

Dan Boyle
ReMax Executive

Jennifer Bullock Team

910.297.5322
Dan@HomesForSaleWilmington.com
www.HomesForSaleWilmington.com

Licensed Real Estate Agent, assists both home buyers and sellers to achieve their goals.
Serves the greater Cape Fear Region, has resided in this area for over twenty years.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

A los patrocinadores que están en este boletín.
Gracias a estos patrocinadores este boletín puede hacerse.

Dueños de negocios interesados en anunciarse por favor llamen a

J.S. Paluch al 1-800-432-3240

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Richard J. Schrum
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

www.AtlanticCoastWM.com
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)
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Specializing in Residential
and Commercial Roofing
Shingle Roofing • Metal Roofing
Roof Repair • Roof Replacement
INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

910-431-0856
hernandezmetalroofing@gmail.com

@HMetalRoofing         Parishioner

r. blake moore
founding partner

864.414.4157
blake@mmc2100.com
www.mmc2100.com

1985 eastwood road, ste. 200, wilmington, nc 28403
Investment Management ◆ Distribution Strategies ◆ Risk Management

Life, Disability Income, Long-Term Care Insurance ◆ Estate Planning
Retirement Planning ◆ Education Planning ◆ Business Planning

R. Blake Moore is a registered representative and offers securities and investment advisory services through MML Investors
Services, LLC Member SIPC. Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 4000 Westchase Blvd, Ste 400, Raleigh NC 27607

(919) 755-3100 MMC Financial Group is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

IMMIGRATION
Abogada de
Immigración

FAMILY VISAS
Visas de Familia

BUSINESS VISAS 
Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850

www.margaretjennings.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
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space!

Dr. Misael J. Otero, DDS • Dr. Lindsey E. Otero, DDS
14057 US Hwy 17, Ste. 120 • Hampstead, NC 28443
910-270-9344 • www.smilewilmington.com
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