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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

September 27, 2020 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 09/20 bulletin publication date.   

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time with required reser-
vations through SignUp Genius.  9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm 

(Spanish).  Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Please continue to check the parish website 

for up to date information including updated Mass times.  If you 
would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the 

Parish Office at 762-5491.   
St. Mary Parish Office is open with limited office hours.   

St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 
 

Sunday Readings 
September 27, 2020 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Ez 18:25–28 
Thus says the LORD: You say, “The LORD’s way is not fair!” Hear 
now, house of Israel: Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not your 
ways unfair? When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit 
iniquity, and dies, it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must 
die. But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, and does 
what is right and just, he shall preserve his life; since he has turned away 
from all the sins that he has committed, he shall surely live, he shall not 
die. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 25:4–5, 8–9, 10, 14 
R. (6a) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 
teach me your paths, 
guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my savior. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 
and your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; 
in your kindness remember me, 
because of your goodness, O LORD. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Good and upright is the LORD; 
thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice, 
and teaches the humble his way. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

Reading 2 
Phil 2:1–11 or 2:1–5 In the shorter form of the reading, the passage in 
brackets is omitted. 
Brothers and sisters: If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace 
in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, com-
plete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in 
heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vain-
glory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, 
each looking out not for his own interests, but also for those of others. 
Have in you the same attitude 
that is also in Christ Jesus, 
[ Who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness; 
and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. ] 
 

Gospel 
Mt 21:28–32 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: “What is your 
opinion? A man had two sons. He came to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
out and work in the vineyard today.’ He said in reply, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterwards changed his mind and went. The man came to the other son 
and gave the same order. He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’ but did not go. 
Which of the two did his father’s will?” They answered, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes 
are entering the kingdom of God before you. When John came to you in 
the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; but tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you did not later change 
your minds and believe him.”  
 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Understanding Father 
Jesus is saying something important in today's Gospel. He talks about 
tax collectors and prostitutes who repented after hearing John the Baptist 
preach. He must have shocked the priests and elders when he said those 
prostitutes would enter the kingdom of God before them. After all, his 
listeners had spent their whole lives being faithful to the Law. Yet Jesus 
was saying that sinners who repented will enter God's kingdom first. 
Jesus' point was not so much about final salvation as about our daily 
choices. 
 

Remember the parable about the two sons. The second son said what his 
father wanted to hear, with no intention of doing it. The first was honest 
about not wanting to go to the vineyard, but then decided to do it any-
way. I suspect the father of those men knew what each would or would 
not do. 
 

And whom do we want to imitate? The priests and elders said all the 
right things about obeying God's laws, but they were more interested in 
looking important than living a holy life. Are we like that--telling every-
one I am a good Christian, going to church every Sunday (or at least on 
Christmas and Easter), and yet never making any effort to be loving, 
forgiving, patient, honest, or any of the difficult things that Jesus calls us 
to be? 
 

The tax collectors and sinners knew that they were unworthy, but they 
listened to the call to repentance and let God make them worthy. Are we 
honest enough to look at our lives and repent of our hatred, our selfish-
ness, or whatever keeps us in sin, and then to follow Jesus with our 
whole heart? We may not always like doing what God asks of us, but 
God is an understanding Father who can accept our weaknesses and 
forgive them when we are ready to return to him.  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15; Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14; Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 13-14ab; Mt 18:1-5 
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130;  
 Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43  
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Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp or to donate 
to the Altar Flowers, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Moser 
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia 
Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Contact: Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please contact parish office to schedule a meeting.  

Parish Information 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 09/20 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office is open with limited office hours and  
St. Mary School is open for staff and students. 

 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for COVID-19 resources for Mass, 
faith at home, school at home and giving opportunities.  

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I am filled with joy that St. Mary School is into 
its second week this semester. 
 

I want to thank our principal Mrs. Joyce Price and 
the SMS Health and Safety Task Force for their 
hard work on the School Opening Plan. They 
spent a lot of their time last summer diligently 
planning to ensure the safety of the students, 
teachers and staff. This plan is based on the direc-
tives from CDC, NCDHHS and the Diocese of 
Raleigh Schools office. With an excellent educa-
tion, the health and safety of all is our top priority 
during the pandemic. 
 

I was presented with the annual St. Mary Catholic School Yearbook 
2019-2020.  Mrs. Richelle Kimberling, Mrs. Sandy O'Leary and the 
students involved in this project did a fantastic job. The book is very 
creative and informative. Good work! Many thanks for putting it to-
gether. 
 

Last Saturday four children were baptized. We will continue with First 
Communions. I am very happy for the children and their families.  
 

The Gospel (Matthew 20:1-16a) reading last Sunday reminds us about 
our stages of faith. Some become Christians in early infancy, others 
later in life as teenagers, young adults, seniors and some on their 
deathbed. There are as many ways to God as there are people. Each 
way is unique. The promise is the same: eternal life with our loving 
God. 
 

The last week of summer is upon us. Whatever your plans are, enjoy! 
 

With blessings, 
Fr. Ryszard  

Prayer List  
If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Andrea Baker 
Marianne Elmore 

Mary Elmore 
William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Mike Gaynor 
Alba Gibbs 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
 

Philip Hatcher 
Larry Hite 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Barbara McMann O’Rourke 

Baby Ozzie 
Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 
Kinsley Porter 

Raymond Porter 

Robert “Bobby” Porter 
Rylie Porter 

Swayzee Porter 
William “Billy” Porter 

Kathy Sheppard 
Frank Smigiel Family 

Ned Underhill 
Lynne Vanstory 

Joseph Wagner Family 
Mike Weldon 

Bill Wendt 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, October 3 and Sunday, October 4 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
 
 
 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1074 Coat Drive  
Knights are very grateful for all the coats.  We have over 200 coats so 
we are discontinuing accepting coats but appreciate donations to pur-
chase new coats for children.  
 

To make a donation though October 15th, please use the PayPal link 
available on our website.  The link to our website: https://
www.kofc1074.org.   
 

Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the Re-
fund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, coun-
cil and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in our 
local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the 
only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and pray-
ers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians with this 
program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle through the end of 
November.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  Please contact our 
chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com or check our website 
kofc1074.org for more information.  
 

DON’T WORRY. RETIRE HAPPY!! 
Knights of Columbus is excited to announce that we are offering a 
FREE 1hour retirement seminar hosted along with world renowned re-
tirement expert TOM HEGNA on October 1st!  7:00 pm.  
 

Tom Hegna: CLU, ChFC, CASL  
 

Tom Hegna is an economist, author, and retirement expert. He has been 
an incredibly popular industry speaker for many years and is considered 
by many to be THE Retirement Income Expert!  As a former Vice Presi-
dent of a major insurance company, retired Lieutenant Colonel, and 
economist, Tom has delivered over 5,000 seminars on his signature 
"Paychecks and Playchecks" retirement approach, helping Baby Boom-
ers and seniors retire happy and stay happy throughout retirement. His 
methods use Facts & Math to optimally retire with no worry! 
Link to Register: http://bit.ly/retirehappywithmahoneyandhegna  
 
 
 

 

 
Thank you to the Knights for 
the food drive they held on 
September 19.  They have been 
unable to have drives at the 
local grocery stores due to the 
restrictions of the pandemic, so 
they held a 'drive-in' event in 
our parking lot.  It was a great 
success, and will help us fill our 
shelves as we continue to offer 
our 'Curb Service' assistance to 
our guests. A big thanks to the 
volunteers and to everyone that 
dropped off food; it's greatly 
appreciated! 
 
Blessings, 
Mary Ann 
 

 
 
 
 

The parables in Scripture are such great stories 
that sometimes had such obvious meanings and 
yet Jesus was often asked to explain them. 
Today's story is one that many a parent will 
find familiar: the son or daughter who says 'no' 
but later means 'yes' or the one who says 'yes' 
but means 'no' but the most important part is in 

the doing. When faith and conscience urge that something be done for 
the greater good, who will discuss it and who will do it?  There are chal-
lenges offered to everyone to work, to pray, to be the change for a more 
just and loving family, community, and world. 
  
For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave a 
message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

First Communion 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We began celebrating First Com-
munions at our Sunday Masses.  We will be doing four at each Mass 
(English and Spanish), for a total of eight per week.  Contact Deacon 
John Walsh at ext. 114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sunday 
through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her First 
Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can com-
fortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortunately, 
due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow any ad-
ditional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our parish 
website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

 

2020/2021 Faith Formation Registration 
As I’m sure you can all imagine, our faith formation program will look 
slightly different this year. We are offering an at-home program for all 
age groups through Christmas and then we will assess the viability of 
being able to gather for in-person sessions at that time. 
 

 For our K-5 children, we will be utilizing Sadlier’s “Christ In Us” 
program. This program allows for both virtual and in-person learn-
ing, so if we are able to gather in person after Christmas, our chil-
dren and leaders will be able to use the same program. 

 For middle/high school age youth, we will be utilizing Pflaum’s 
“Gospel Weeklies” program. 

 

We will organize pick up times for families to retrieve their materials.  
Once your registration is completed, you will receive a notification from 
me during the week of September 27th – October 2nd on how to pro-
ceed. 
 

If you missed the online registration for your children in our Faith For-
mation program for the 2020/2021 academic year, please contact Dea-
con John Walsh. 
 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 
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“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great 
love.” Mother Teresa The Catholic Daughters of Americas, Court Wil-
mington meets at the Basilica Shrine of St Mary and represents an enor-
mous number of ‘small things’ that make a difference.  
 

Interested in making a difference as well as enhancing your spiritual 
life? For more information contact Claudia Rossi at 910.599.2843  
  
 
 

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

September 20, 2020 
Goodness vs. Envy 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 

“Divine goodness and human envy.”  This 
would be a good title for Jesus’ parable about the workers in the vine-
yard. If the kingdom of God is a vineyard and our life is only one day, 
what time did you start working?  Since the morning, at 9:00 am,  12:00 
pm , 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm? It doesn’t matter. The most important thing is 
that we are already working in the Vineyard of God. 
 

When we are unemployed it is a fortune to find work because for justice 
we will receive support. Well, what about those who don’t have job, 
those who are still looking for a job. This parable of the workers in the 
vineyard is help for all of us.  We move from justice to mercy; and the 
first workers move from justice to envy. 
 

The first who had started about five o’clock, thought that they would 
receive more, but when came, each received the usual daily wage. And 
on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who 
bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, 
‘My friend, I am not cheating you.  Did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage?  Take what is yours and go.  What if I wish to give 
this last one the same as you?  Or am I not free to do as I wish with my 
own money?  Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last 
will be first, and the first will be last. The answer is yes, and yes. He is 
God, he is the Landowner and they are envy people. 
 

If I think more about my salvation than about the situation of poor peo-
ple that are looking meaning in life, I need to take this parable seriously. 
There are many unemployed who need to work in the Vineyard of God. 
I should be happy if God treats them with kindness and mercy. 

~ Fr. Chesco 

 

 

 

 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our be-
loved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they will 
be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with someone 
infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners to 

bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, not 

at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by candles 

for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of church will 
be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  As 
of August 20th, $ 151,584 has been pledged by 499 families (88% of 
goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the link 
below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount over a 
period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in making an 
on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETOBAA.ORG.  
Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful parish.  You are 
invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

From Father Chesco 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

The Catholic Daughters of Americas,  
Court Wilmington 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

Document 'Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship' examined 
August 18, 2020 
Amy Uelmen, Catholic News Ser-
vice 
 

When facing a tough decision, it can 
be tempting to look for the comfort 
of having someone else tell us what to do. 
 

Turning to “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” approved by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in late 2019, Catholics looking 
for clear-cut answers to the question “How should I vote?” will be disap-
pointed. 
 

The document states: “We bishops do not intend to tell Catholics for 
whom or against whom to vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form 
their consciences in accordance with God’s truth” (No. 7). 
 

The document explains: “As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A 
candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to guarantee a 
voter’s support” (No. 42). 
 

But it is well worth digging into the analysis: “Forming Consciences” 
offers a rich and beautiful vision of the values and principles that can 
inform Catholic participation in public life and decisions about political 
platforms and candidates. 
 

Even if Catholics hold a shared moral vision of the evils that should be 
avoided and “the good that we must do” (No. 24), that shared vision 
does not equate with a single “right answer” in politics. 
 

For this reason, in “Forming Consciences” the bishops explicitly encour-
age Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, “the charioteer of the 
virtues.” 
 

As the bishops note in their introduction, challenges abound: “At all 
levels of society, we are aware of a great need for leadership that models 
love for righteousness, as well as the virtues of justice, prudence, cour-
age and temperance.” 
 

If reflection on “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” is also 
pursued in light of those same virtues, we might hope for important steps 
forward in living out the call to holiness together, to “work with Christ 
as he builds his kingdom of love.” 
 

Edited for space.  Full document can be found on usccb.org 
 

Videos 
The USCCB has also recently released a series of videos to inspire pray-
er and action in political life.  

Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
headquartered in Wilmington.  We seek to provide  
financial support, supplies, medical equipment, and  
medications to our clinics through donations of money  
and time.  We also provide health care support to the  
Honduran staff through periodic medical/dental brigades  
which we organize in the US and which travel to Honduras. 
 

Donations to Salud Hondu provide direct support to the health care 
services given by Clinica de Santa Maria in Reitoca, Honduras, and for 
other health-related projects in that region.  Your donations provide 
support for the Honduran clinic staff, for clinical equipment, supplies, 
and medications, and for outreach health services which the clinic 
offers.   
 

Some numbers to think about: 
 $7 for one child’s well care clinic visit. 
 $50 will purchase $350 of much needed medications. 
 $1000 will provide one week of support to cover all clinic 
 staff salaries. 
 

Become a part of Salud Hondu’s Circle of Friends by making a dona-
tion through our website:  saludhondu.org.   
 

Contact Penny Cromer: pcromer@ec.rr.com or call 910-264-4500.        

 

             Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) t 

 

Salud Hondu 

Marco Farmacia Candelaria, Curarén, F.M., Honduras  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Marco prepares for the dedication of the new Farmacia Candelaria 
in Curarén, F.M., Honduras.  The pharmacy is a project of the Red 
Lantern Foundation. 

 
 

Father Bob’s website and blog is called 
missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.   
It's in both English and Spanish. 

 

Father  Bob’s books are available on  
Amazon.com 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?  Take 
the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble registering 
your email and I will be glad to help you.   
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic  
Carolina Catholic meets Father Peter Devereux, a Legionaries of 
Christ priest, and the new pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Raleigh 
For our second September show, Amanda Gandolf and I chat with Fa-
ther Peter Devereux, LC, who was installed on August 30th as the new 
pastor of St. Joseph in Raleigh by Bishop Zarama. Father Peter is a Le-
gionaries of Christ priest, and at the invitation of Bishop Zarama, the 
Legionaries of Christ have accepted the responsibility to assume priestly 
pastoral ministry at Saint Joseph Parish in Raleigh.  Father Peter, an old 
friend of Amanda’s, will talk about the Legionaries, the formation of a 
LC priest, and his work over the past decades as a Legionaries of Christ 
priest. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 
Saturday, September 26th, at 11:00 am and Sunday, September 27th, 
at 6:00 pm. This show can also be heard on our website 
at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for your pray-
ers and support of Catholic radio. 
 

New Cohort for Diaconate Formation 
The Diocesan Office of the Permanent Diaconate is preparing to start the 
next cohort for the Formation of  Permanent Deacons. Practicing Catho-
lic men that are discerning a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate should 
send an email to Amy.breindel@raldioc.org.  Appointments will be 
made for those who express an interest to learn more about the Diaco-
nate in the Diocese of Raleigh and have the opportunity to ask questions 
about the formation process. This is the first step for candidates who are 
interested in forming the next group of Aspirants to the Diaconate. 
 

Rosary Novena for Our Nation 
As we approach Election Day, Nov. 3, you are invited to pray the rosary 
novena to ask God and our Holy Mother for guidance and discernment, 
each Tuesday at 7:00 pm in St. Patrick Church, Fayetteville. 
 

Couples for Christ 
REDISCOVER GOD'S LOVE. Couples for Christ is inviting you to a 
Virtual Christian Life Program (CLP), an integrated course intended to 
provide a renewed understanding of God's call to us as Christians. Open 
to married couples, single men and women, widows and widowers. Free 
to attend virtual/online. Eight sessions with 1.5 hours per session, started 
on Friday, September 25, 2020, at 8:00 pm. For more information, 
please visit our website at: https://couplesforchristusa.org/events/clp-
north-carolina-east/.  
 

Encountering Jesus:  Supporting Students with Special Needs 
Friday, October 9, 2020 
10:00 am - 03:00 pm 
Cost:  $10 
On Friday, October 9th, The Office of 
Evangelization and Discipleship, the Col-
laborative on Special Needs and Disabili-
ties and St. Andrew Catholic Church, Apex are presenting a Special 
Needs Formation Day for parish catechetical leaders and special needs 
ministry volunteers.  Come to learn how to assist special needs students 
in encountering and growing closer to Christ with creative lesson adapta-
tions.   
 

This day is for all who minister with special needs children and will 
begin with refreshments and fellowship at 9:30 am and conclude by 3:00 
pm at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Apex, NC.   
 

This same event will be presented at St. Patrick Church in Fayetteville 
on October 10, 2020 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm.   
 

We look forward to sharing the day with our speaker, Maggie Rousseau, 

Director of Disabilities Ministry in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  
During the workshop, Maggie will share creative classroom methods, 
practical formation, a multitude of experiential methods and round table 
discussions.  Please note:  If needed, this event will transition from an in-
person event to an online event.  All are welcome! 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass, typically celebrated each year in Octo-
ber, honors those celebrating wedding anniversaries, with special recog-
nition to couples with 25, 50, or 60 years of marriage. 
 

Out of concern for the health and well-being of the people in our dio-
cese, the 2020 Wedding Anniversary Mass will not take place. 
 

Couples willing to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative certif-
icate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass inten-
tion for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacramentality 
of marriage. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and others 
involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the role of 
Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity for the 
building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-care 
workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be cele-
brated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please visit 
the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more information.  Reg-
istration is now available! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Goes Virtual 
Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on at a VIRTUAL WEEKEND on November 6-8, 2020, in AT-
LANTIC BEACH, NC. For more information, visit our website 
at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us 
at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. Follow 
our Facebook page North Carolina WWME! 
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in com-
mon? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
 

THE FOUNDATION of the Diocese of Raleigh is taking part in this 
Giving Day dedicated to Catholic philanthropy on #GivingTuesday, 
December 1. Now in its sixth year, we are thrilled to participate with 38 
other arch/dioceses and foundations nationwide to raise funds for our 
own diocesan parishes, schools, and ministries. 
 
Since THE FOUNDATION is partnering with #iGiveCatholic, your 
ministry is invited to participate in the giving day. Learn more at https://
raleigh.igivecatholic.org/. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
 

    
Thank you for the kind comments regarding our 
hard work and plans for reopening St. Mary 
School safely.  I would say that we have had to 
recreate almost all of our procedures within our 

day. Our faith, values, and rich academic program are still here, just 
many procedural changes. Our Health Check Station staff members are 
helping the lines move along with your cooperation of having your attes-
tation sheets ready to hand in each morning. We are monitoring every 
procedure in order to make changes where needed. Child safety has been 
at the forefront of every decision made when creating the procedures. 
 

My Hot Lunch Program 
We have had our first catered lunches from Chick-fil-a and Moes.  Or-
ders can be placed online by noon the day before. I placed my orders so 
that two days this week I won’t have to pack my lunch.  If you aren’t 
ordering lunch, remember to pack a healthy snack and lunch each day. 
 

Note:  The link to My Hot Lunch is on our school website for your con-
venience. 
 

Welcome to Mrs. Tracy Geschickter and Ms. Linda Estep!!! 
It is my pleasure to announce that Mrs. Tracy Geschickter ( Ms. Tracy) 
is our new PreK teacher. Mrs. Geschickter has a Masters Degree in Early 
Childhood Education and background in the Montessori Method. She 
will be teaching during the first part of the day and Mrs. Rosemary Jor-
dan (SMS Middle School Spanish Teacher) will be overseeing the chil-
dren in the afternoon. The afternoon children may be learning some 
Spanish. 
 

I am also delighted to welcome Ms. Linda Estep as our new music teach-
er. Ms. Estep has a degree in String Pedagogy. She will be teaching mu-
sic appreciation to the students who do not take violin classes with Dr. 
Spencer. 
 

We welcome these very talented teachers to our faculty! 
 

After School Program 
Ms. Shay Burton is again directing our After School Program. Proce-
dures have been changed in this program in order to follow the directives 
of NCDHHS. One major change will be that we will not be having the 
After School Program when the school dismisses for a half day. This 
program will only be available after full days of school. 
 

When picking up your child from this program, please ring the bell at the 
left of the entrance doors of the lower school. If no one answers, please 
call Ms. Shay. Parents may not enter the building when picking up their 
child under the COVID plan. 
 

COVID Update 
Gov. Cooper has announced that K-5 programs could change to Plan A 
in October. The main difference between Plans A and B is that the 50% 

capacity of the building does not exist in Plan A. This will make no dif-
ference in our school as our enrollment has already allowed us to dis-
tance the students with everyone present. All of the other restrictions will 
stay in place. 
 

Plan A will not apply to the middle school grades.  
 

Our superintendent has met with the principals regarding the change.  
 

Teacher Work Day 
The diocesan office mandates this TWD. Our plans for the day included 
a webinar from our accrediting company, Cognia (formerly AdvancEd), 
safety training from the New Hanover County Sheriff’s Dept., and a 
faculty meeting. We are grateful that our Home and School Association 
provided lunch for the teachers and staff. 
 

We offer our condolences and prayers to Thomas Alphin (6th) and his 
family as his grandmother passed away last week. 
 

We also offer our condolences and prayers to Mrs. Rosemary Jordan 
(Middle School Spanish Teacher) and her family as her sister passed 
away last Friday. 
 

We  offer our condolences and prayers for Dr. John Pendergrass, asst. 
superintendent, as his father and mother passed away within this last 
month.  
 

Uniforms – We will be going outside as much as possible. We have 
decided that students may wear their P.E. shoes each day. That will be 
the only uniform change. 
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions al-
low. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will be 
allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the guidelines. 
Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by phone or online. 
Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe and healthy. It’s 
not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Can we change their mind about their choice of distance learning 
should that not work well for their children? 

Yes, you may request a change to on campus learning, but a 
week notice will be required. Why? Under Plan B, we have 
spaced our students 6’ apart in the classrooms based on current 
parent decisions. In order for us to follow that guideline, we 
have had to choose different classroom spaces in order to ac-
commodate that NCDHHS directive. With the current count of 
on campus students we have been able to have our entire 
school (smaller classes) attend for 5 days per week.  

Q.  Why choose distance learning at this time? 
Those who choose distance learning should be choosing this 
option for health reasons, that would be students or their fami-
lies who are at high risk for contracting a virus. 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
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A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket
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