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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 150 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

September 6, 2020 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 08/31 bulletin publication date.   
 

Two Sunday Masses are scheduled at this time.  9:00 am (English) 
and 12:00 pm (Spanish).  Reservations are required through SignUp 

Genius.  Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Please continue to check the parish website 

for up to date information including updated Mass times.  If you 
would like to reschedule your Mass Intention, please contact the 
Parish Office at 762-5491.  St. Mary Parish Office and St. Mary 

School employees are working with limited office hours. 
 

  
Sunday Readings 
September 6, 2020 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Ez 33:7–8 
Thus says the LORD: You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for 
the house of Israel; when you hear me say anything, you shall warn them 
for me. If I tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall surely die,” and 
you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his way, the wicked 
shall die for his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. But if 
you warn the wicked, trying to turn him from his way, and he refuses to 
turn from his way, he shall die for his guilt, but you shall save yourself. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9 
R. (8) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us joyfully sing psalms to him. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Come, let us bow down in worship; 
let us kneel before the LORD who made us. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as in the day of Massah in the desert, 
Where your fathers tempted me; 
they tested me though they had seen my works.” 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 13:8–10 
Brothers and sisters: Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; 
you shall not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfill-
ment of the law. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 18:15–20 
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along 
with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two 
or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he 
refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gen-
tile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by 
my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.”  
 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Not My Problem 
Ever notice how people today like to ignore the evil in the world? People 
will witness a mugging and not bother to call the police. We see televi-
sion stories of children starving in poor countries and say, "Not my 
problem." The readings for this Sunday challenge this attitude. 
As a prophet, Ezekiel is to proclaim God's word of repentance to the 
wicked. The Lord tells Ezekiel that he will be held responsible for the 
death of the wicked if he refuses to warn against the evil they are doing. 
In the Gospel, Jesus describes how his disciples should confront the 
sinner. His words teach us something about our duty to the sinner. First, 
he tells us that sin is our problem, and when we see it we need to take 
the initiative to stop it. Second, he tells us we need not feel alone in this 
duty. When the sinner refuses to listen, we bring in help. In fact, this 
command is meant for the whole church. Third, he tells us to be persis-
tent; don't give up on someone too easily. 
 
So what about that line about treating the sinner who refuses to listen as 
a Gentile or tax collector? On the one hand, the sinner should be exclud-
ed from the church, excommunicated, if he doesn't repent. On the other 
hand, Jesus never rejected tax collectors (like Matthew himself, who 
wrote this Gospel) or Gentiles. He said he came to call sinners, to save 
them. He loves sinners. And that is the reason we are to confront them--
not to punish them, but to love them. As we see in the second reading, 
"love is the fulfillment of the law." 
 
That is why the Gospel ends with Jesus' words about disciples praying 
together. When we think we cannot make a sinner repent, we remember 
that only God can do that. We can pray for sinners, including ourselves, 
and ask God to renew them in the Spirit. For God never forces a person 
to repent. God invites with love, especially the love Jesus showed by 
dying on the cross. May we all learn to fight evil with love!  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11, or, for Labor Day, 
 any readings from the Mass “For the Blessings of Human  
 Labor,” nos. 907-911 
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  
 [18-23] 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24;  
 Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12; Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Sir 27:30 — 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Rom 14:7-9;  
 Mt 18:21-35  
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Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp or to donate 
to the Altar Flowers, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Moser 
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia 
Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Contact: Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  
stmaryhealthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please contact parish office to schedule a meeting.  

Parish Information 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Parish Calendar 
With the exception of Sunday Mass at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish), all parish events have been cancelled or 

rescheduled.  Mass reservations are required through SignUp 
Genius.  Link and updated information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 08/31 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office and St. Mary School employees are  
working with limited office hours. 

 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for COVID-19 resources for Mass, 
faith at home, school at home and giving opportunities.  

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

It was good to worship with you last Sunday. 
Thank you for your friendship and continued 
support with your time, talent and treasure of our 
beloved Basilica Shrine of St. Mary. Last Sun-
day’s Gospel (Matthew 16:21-27) reading was 
about carrying the cross. Jesus never glorified 
suffering but He did everything to alleviate it and 
He encourages us to do the same.  Some crosses 
come to us naturally. 
 

For example: each generation takes care of the 
other by raising children or taking care of aging 
parents which can be very difficult and frustrating. 
 

During the coronavirus pandemic parents and children are not able to 
visit each other as much as they wish. More than that young people 
are returning to their parents’ homes to maintain their livelihoods 
creating a time that may feel like a step backward. Even though we 
feel we are in reverse mode we can shift to forward by rearranging the 
original order.  The present situation of living with uncertainty teaches 
us to be informed and encourages us to be re-inspired. Our relation-
ships can still give us a shot in the arm to keep our spirits uplifted. We 
need each other. 
 

Just as Jesus accepted the burden of the cross, we have to accept chal-
lenges in our lifetime keeping in mind that we are going to be bet-
ter and bigger. 
 

Last Saturday Ana Paola will celebrate her Quinceañera. May the 
Lord bless her with many blessings dear to her heart. We are happy 
for her and her family. 
 

Feliz quince anos! 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Ryszard 

Prayer List  
All names have been removed from the prayer list.  If you would like name to 

add a name to the prayer list, please email: bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Andrea Baker 
Gerald Boyle 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Chris Fowler 
Ted Fry 

Mike Gaynor 
Alba Gibbs 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

 

John “Tim” Porter 
Kinsley Porter 

Raymond Porter 
Robert “Bobby” Porter 

Rylie Porter 
Swayzee Porter 

William “Billy” Porter 
Kathy Sheppard 

 Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, September 11 and Sunday, September 12 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Sunday Mass at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 
 
 
 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1074 is conducting a Coat Drive 
from Sept 9 through Oct 15.  
The Knights are raising funds to purchase new coats for children in 
need. Last year, through your generous donations, we were able to deliv-
er 67 new coats. In addition, this year, we will be collecting softly worn 
coats for needy children and adult residence of Brunswick County and 
New Hanover County.  Information for pick up/drop off of the coats will 
be available on our website. Additionally, we will provide boxes at the 
Church for drop-offs at mass. We hope we can count on your donation 
and thank you for your generous support. 
 

To make a donation please use the PayPal link available on our website.  
To donate softly worn coats please visit our website to determine loca-
tions and contacts to donate coats. The link to our website: https://
www.kofc1074.org 
 

Special Food Drive 
The Knights will be running a SPECIAL FOOD DRIVE in support of 
the Help Center at Carolina Beach on Saturday, September 12th from 
10:00 am to Noon in the parking lot of Immaculate Conception Church.  
It will be a drive through event.  Drive in, turn around at the flag pole 
and proceed to our pickup trucks on the right side.  The collectors will 
take your donations—food or cash.  They will be wearing masks and 
gloves.  As we load a truck it will head directly to the Help Center. 
 

The shelves have been depleted due to the Hurricane.  Please be gener-
ous, as usual.  God will bless you.   
 

Any questions, contact Barney McAteer at 215-416-6752. 
 

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 Food Drive for The Sister Isaac 
Center 
Saturday, September 19 from 10:00 am—2:00 pm.  Donated canned 
food, non-perishable items, and monetary donations  will be collected.  
Please drive into the parking lot and the Knights will pick up the bags of 
food and donations.  Collectors will be wearing masks and gloves.  You 
only need to hand your donation out the vehicle window and drive away.  
Thanks for your generous help. 
 

Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the Re-
fund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, coun-
cil and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in our 
local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the 
only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and pray-
ers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians with this 
program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle.  There are great 
prizes and tickets will be available soon.  Watch the bulletin for further 

details.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  
 

Please contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com 
 

 

  
 
 
While Labor Day weekend often signaled a journey into the fall season 
with new beginnings with school, somehow our calendars are being 
reshaped while we adjust. For some, the weight of a cross is shifting to 
the other shoulder and for some, a helping hand is reaching out to make 
the burden lighter and we travel on in our daily reality. We are commu-

nity...family...meant to share the journey. In todays' gospel Jesus re-
minds us that he is with us when we are together  and he also tells us all 
that what we do on earth will echo in eternity. One journey we take here 
at St. Mary's is the RCIA journey, believing Jesus is with us, guiding us, 
blessing us. We will be gathering some time this fall again. 
 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave a 
message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

 

 

 
We have developed a “Curbside Service” program.  
We’ve put out the word that we are offering assis-
tance on an appointment basis. We’ve given out 
information asking people to call us on a special 
number (910-782-4021) if they are in need of help.   

 

We do all the interviewing over the phone and when the guest shows up 
at their assigned time, we meet them at the front door with their cart.  
There is no need for them to enter the building, and we have very limited 
contact; we wear masks when we meet them and ask that they do the 
same. I have masks available for anyone that needs one.  
 

Now for the bad news: unfortunately, we are still unable to accept dona-
tions of clothing or any material goods.  Thank you for understanding 
that we are unable to accept your items until further notice; there are 
several other agencies in and around town that are accepting donations.  
 

Over time, we look forward to getting back to ‘full service”, but it will 
be a gradual transition. Please keep us in your prayers as we do our best 
to help those in need.  
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We will begin celebrating First 
Communions at our Sunday Masses on Sunday, September 13th. We 
will be doing four at each Mass (English and Spanish), for a total of 
eight per week.  Contact Deacon John Walsh at ext. 114 or 
jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sunday 
between September 13th and December 20th for your child to cele-
brate his/her First Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can com-
fortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortunately, 
due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow any ad-
ditional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our parish 
website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

 
 

 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 
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The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our be-
loved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they will 
be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors  
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with someone 
infected with COVID-19  

 Pews, door handles, etc… sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners to 

bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, not 

at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by candles 

for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of church will 
be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website 

Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  

 
Jesus Call Peter “Satan” 
August 30, 2020 
 

Matthew 16:21-27 
Peter confessed that Jesus was the messiah; 
Jesus gave him the mission of being the rock upon which, he would 
build his church. Then He began to explain what it meant to be the mes-

siah; Jesus foretold his suffering, his passion, and his death. Peter didn’t 
accept this prediction.  He took Jesus aside and he rebuked him. 
 

Jesus faced Peter: Get behind me, Satan! In others words before, Peter 
was in the most important position, whereas now he is in the lowest 
position. Why? Because he knew who Jesus was, but he didn’t know 
what his road was. Love until death is his saving mission. Peter be-
comes as Satan who tried to persuade Jesus to take the easy way and to 
abandon the road that leads to the cross. Jesus’ words are reminiscent of 
his response to Satan, “Away with you, Satan”, at the conclusion of the 
wilderness temptation. 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples that, If anyone wants to come after Jesus, 
he first must deny himself, bear his cross and follow him. Jesus taught 
the Great Reversal. The reward of self-denial and cross-bearing is life. 
The wisdom of the Gospel tells us to face our suffering, not to treat it 
like an enemy but like a friend, to learn from it, to let it draw us away 
from self-centered thoughts and feelings, and ultimately to see it as a 
sharing in the Passion of Christ. Jesus did not turn back from death; he 
went through the heart of it, and it was transformed into resurrection. 
All of us are always tempted to take the world’s high road instead of 
God’s low road: taking up our cross, serving the needy in Christ’s name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  As 
of August 20th, $ 151,584 has been pledged by 499 families (88% of 
goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the link 
below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount over a 
period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in making an 
on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETOBAA.ORG.  
Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful parish.  You are 
invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 

Instruments of God's Love:    
Reflect, Pray, Serve 

 
 

 
 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

From Father Chesco 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

 
 
  

 

 

 

August 26, 2020 
Diocese of Raleigh 
Video can be viewed on dioceseofraleigh.org 
 

Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama recorded a video message to the faithful 
to let them know that he is praying for each and every person and 
that the key to faith is to have hope. 
 

Bishop Luis describes the challenging time during the coronavirus 
as forcing the world to focus on life, the person and humanity. “The 
Lord is calling us and waiting for us to be with him,” said Bishop 
Luis. “Turn to the Lord and be strong in prayer. If we have him at 
our side and with us, we will never feel alone or abandoned.” 
 

In the video, Bishop Luis said, we need the "vaccine of love" that 
gives us the freedom in our hearts to share the gifts that we have. 
“Remember my brothers and sisters, the key to our faith is to have 
hope. Hope for something better that is to come.” 

Document 'Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship' examined 
August 18, 2020 
Amy Uelmen, Catholic News Service 
 

When facing a tough decision, it can 
be tempting to look for the comfort of 
having someone else tell us what to do. 
 

Turning to “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” approved by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in late 2019, Catholics looking 
for clear-cut answers to the question “How should I vote?” will be disap-
pointed. 
 

The document states: “We bishops do not intend to tell Catholics for 
whom or against whom to vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form 
their consciences in accordance with God’s truth” (No. 7). 
 

The document explains: “As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A 
candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to guarantee a 
voter’s support” (No. 42). 
 

But it is well worth digging into the analysis: “Forming Consciences” 
offers a rich and beautiful vision of the values and principles that can 
inform Catholic participation in public life and decisions about political 
platforms and candidates. 
 

Even if Catholics hold a shared moral vision of the evils that should be 
avoided and “the good that we must do” (No. 24), that shared vision 
does not equate with a single “right answer” in politics. 
 

For this reason, in “Forming Consciences” the bishops explicitly encour-
age Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, “the charioteer of the 
virtues.” 
 

As the bishops note in their introduction, challenges abound: “At all 
levels of society, we are aware of a great need for leadership that models 
love for righteousness, as well as the virtues of justice, prudence, cour-
age and temperance.” 
 

If reflection on “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” is also 
pursued in light of those same virtues, we might hope for important steps 
forward in living out the call to holiness together, to “work with Christ 
as he builds his kingdom of love.” 
 

Edited for space.  Full document can be found on usccb.org 
Videos 
The USCCB has also recently released a series of videos to inspire pray-
er and action in political life and to help Catholics apply the Church’s 
teaching as handed down by Pope Francis.  

Sr. Adelina, MSCJ, Curarén, F.M., Honduras  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is Sister Adelina, MSCJ, a Missionary Sister of the Sacred Heart, 
who lives and works in Curarén, F.M., Honduras.   

  
 
 

Father Bob’s website and blog is called 
missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.   
It's in both English and Spanish. 

 

Father  Bob’s books are available on  
Amazon.com 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?   
Take the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 

 

Please email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble regis-
tering your email and I will be glad to help you.   

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Bishop Zarama video message:  
Turn to the Lord in prayer 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic  
Carolina Catholic continues its conversation with Father James 
Altman 
For our first September show, our guest again will be Father James Alt-
man, pastor of St. James the Less in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and one of 
the priests leading the faithful in the 54 day Novena for our Nation. In 
this show, Father talks about his Marian priesthood and Mary's leading 
him to the priesthood, and how as Catholics, we must live the truth of 
our faith to its fullest both in our families and as citizens in the public 
square. 
 

This beautiful show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 
91.7 FM, 93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in 
Southport on Saturday, September 5th and 12th, at 11:00 am and 
Sunday, September 6th and 13th, at 6:00 pm. These shows can also 
be heard on our website at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we 
thank you for your prayers and support of Catholic radio  
 

New Cohort for Diaconate Formation 
The Diocesan Office of the Permanent Diaconate is preparing to start the 
next cohort for the Formation of  Permanent Deacons. Practicing Catho-
lic men that are discerning a vocation to the Permanent Diaconate should 
send an email to Amy.breindel@raldioc.org by Sunday, September 13. 
Appointments will be made for those who express an interest to learn 
more about the Diaconate in the Diocese of Raleigh and have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions about the formation process. This is the first step 
for candidates who are interested in forming the next group of Aspirants 
to the Diaconate. 
 

New Beginnings' Online Summit 
Are you suffering from the pain of separation or divorce? “Your road to 
abundant life begins here." Learn how you can find love and joy again at 
the New Beginnings' Online Summit, September 11-12. The event is 
free, with donations requested and appreciated. Presentations will be in 
English with simultaneous Spanish translation. The expert presenters 
include million-selling author John Gray (Men Are from Mars, Women 
Are from Venus), Fr. Roger Gustafson, Fr. Al Groskopf, Dr. Ann Vano, 
author Vince Frese, and many more. For additional information, please 
visit: https://www.newbeginningsevents.org/. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Goes Virtual 
Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on September 11-13, 2020, at a VIRTUAL WEEKEND and No-
vember 6-8, 2020, in ATLANTIC BEACH, NC. For more information, 
visit our website at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us 
at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. Follow 
our Facebook page North Carolina WWME! 
 

Catholic Committee on Scouting Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
The Raleigh Diocese Catholic Committee on Scouting is open to all 
adult Scouters working with Catholic and non-Catholic sponsored Scout-
ing Units in the Diocese. This includes Cub Pack, Webelos, Scout BSA 
Troops, Venture Crews, Girl Scout and Brownie Troops. Topics dis-
cussed include assisting Catholic parishes & organizations in sponsor-
ing/chartering new units, promoting religious emblem programs, train-
ing, the annual Catholic Camporee & Scout Sunday activities, the St. 
George Trek at Philmont, & providing fellowship among Catholic 
Scouters. 
 

Diocesan One Day Marriage Preparation Workshop 
Catholic Center 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 

8:30 am - 04:00 pm 
Cost—$100 
Registration Link: 
http://raldioc.configio.com/go/mpw2020 
The Diocesan Marriage Preparation One Day Workshop presents topics 
that deal with important issues regarding marriage.  Please contact Mar-
ried Life Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org . 
 

Encountering Jesus:  Supporting Students 
with Special Needs 
Friday, October 9, 2020 
10:00 am - 03:00 pm 
Cost:  $10 
On Friday, October 9th, The Office of Evan-
gelization and Discipleship, the Collaborative 
on Special Needs and Disabilities and St. Andrew Catholic Church, 
Apex are presenting a Special Needs Formation Day for parish catecheti-
cal leaders and special needs ministry volunteers. 
 

Come to learn how to assist special needs students in encountering and 
growing closer to Christ with creative lesson adaptations.   
 

This day is for all who minister with special needs children and will 
begin with refreshments and fellowship at 9:30 am and conclude by 3:00 
pm at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Apex, NC.   
 

This same event will be presented at St. Patrick Church in Fayetteville 
on October 10, 2020 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm.   
 

We look forward to sharing the day with our speaker, Maggie Rousseau, 
Director of Disabilities Ministry in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  
During the workshop, Maggie will share creative classroom methods, 
practical formation, a multitude of experiential methods and round table 
discussions.  Please note:  If needed, this event will transition from an in-
person event to an online event.  All are welcome! 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Details to come! 
For additional information about this event, please contact Married Life 
Coordinator, Rebekah Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org or 919-821
-9753. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and others 
involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the role of 
Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity for the 
building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-care 
workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be cele-
brated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please visit 
the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more information.  Reg-
istration is now available! 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 
 

   
Our buildings are bustling once again with our 
teachers and staff preparing for the arrival of 
your children either in school or online. There is 
a positive energy in the air as we began to work 

together under many new guidelines this past week.  
 

Our opening Faculty and Staff Meeting began with a visit from newly 
ordained Deacon John Walsh. Deacon John was ordained to the diaco-
nate by Bishop Zarama this summer. He offered prayer and a blessing 
for us all as we move into this school year. He spoke about the plans for 
our First Communion students from last spring and offered to teach les-
sons in our Religion classes this year. As a former teacher, we welcome 
Deacon John’s offerings. 
 

Last Friday, Mr. Hogan offered a half day of workshop on Google Class-
room. We also received training from the Google trainer on Google 
Classroom Advanced and Google Meet. Before school opens, Mr. Hogan 
will offer training for parents.  
 

By the end of this week, we should be able to put the finishing touches 
on our Plan B. The faculty members and I are working on new distanced 
dismissal procedures, recesses, breaks, and lunch. 
 

Changes of Course Offerings During the 1st quarter under the 
COVID Plan 
 Music— In that we are to keep our students in cohorts (pods) we 

will not be mixing different grade level students. Our music teach-
ers will be offering music instruction to all of our students. Mrs. 
Barb White will teach the elementary grades and choir and Mr. 
White will be teaching band. He will be offering the instrumental 
lessons, not available in school, online for health and safety rea-
sons.  Dr. Spencer will teach violin in grades 2-8 for the 1st quarter. 

 Spanish - Elementary Grades - We will not be offering Spanish 
instruction in K-5. Due to the time at home March - June, our focus 
will be spending time on basic skills. There will be music, art, and 
p.e. instruction during each week.  Middle School - Mrs. Jordan 
will be teaching Spanish once a week in grades 6-8. 

 

Positions Available 
I am currently interviewing for a part-time Math teacher for middle 
school and a full-time teacher for PreK.  Mrs. Amy Gratwick has just 
chosen to take a position at another school.  
 

St. Mary Catholic School, Plan B Draft 
This document was shared with all of you who were registered weeks 
ago. Our final document will be due to the superintendent before our 
opening day. It will be posted on our website when it is complete. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Gently Used Uniform Yard Sale 
It was great seeing everyone's faces (the top part at least) at the uniform 

sale and to meet some of our new families!  I was blown away by how 
much these kids have grown.  Thank you to all of the families who do-
nated uniforms and purchased uniforms to support our school. And, a 
super special thank you to Susan Linn for laundering all of the uniforms 
for the sale and Helen Greaves-Williams for helping with the sale and 
doing such an incredible job managing our uniform closet every year. 

You guys are the best.   
Serena Lau, HSA President 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q       Why did St. Mary School decide to delay opening? 
 We decided to delay in order to take the pulse on the health 
 results in the other schools who have been opening since the 
 beginning of August. The other reason for delaying was to  
 allow the faculty, staff, and parents to have time to receive a 
 comfortable amount of training. That training would be on the 
 platform that we will be using to deliver our live-streaming 
 lessons for our online students and for all should we need to 
 close and revert to distance learning. The training need was in 
 response to our Summer Parent Survey. 
Q When is the first day of school? 

Thursday, Sept. 10th and Friday, Sept. 11th will be our first 
days. All students will dismiss at noon on those days. 

Q Will there be an updated calendar being shared soon? 
Yes, that is being worked on at this time and will be shared. 

Q What will the students be wearing? 
They are to wear their uniforms starting on Sept. 10th.  

Q What if our uniform order doesn’t arrive in time? 
They may wear something similar to the uniform. 

Q Where can I find the NCDHHS Strong Schools Toolkit? 
Simply google it online. That document is open to all. St. Mary 
School is also following additional guidelines from our dioce-
san schools office. These documents are updated as new infor-
mation is receive 

Q What will the lunch program look like this year? 
We will not be serving Ms. Vickie’s hot lunch program for the 
1st quarter. We are currently looking into a catering system 
where parents will be able to order and pay online and the food 
will be delivered to the school packaged for individual stu-
dents. More information will be coming to you before school 
opens. 

Q What can we as families do to help keep the students, faculty, staff,        
and our families safe? 

The Safety Task Force and I are asking that you do your best 
to quarantine yourselves and children before the opening of 
school. When you and your family members are out, please 
stay 6’ apart from others, wear masks, and wash your hands 
often. If we follow the rules and think about others, we will be 
able to keep our school open under Plan B. 

Q Who will make the decisions regarding quarantining a class, closing 
school, etc. 

If our school has a positive case in any family reported to us, I 
will be immediately in touch with NH County Health Dept. 
who will make those decisions and conduct any contact trac-
ing. necessary. They will also advise me as to how to report to 
our families. 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light so shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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Dentistry
With A
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Touch

991100--337711--55996655

At Magnolia
Greens in Leland

www.teethbythebeach.com

1718 South 41st • Wilmington
910-791-1471

Proudly Providing HVAC Services for St. Mary’s

Established 1949

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
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SHERWOOD PAINTING
Residential • Commercial

Pressure Washing
Repair

TIM MARTIN
Bus. 910-231-4920

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-432-3240
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

1423 S. 3rd St. • 763-1607

Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass

SUNDAY
BREAKFAST BUFFET

9am-1pm

THURSDAY
TRIVIA - 8:30pm

FRIDAY
LIVE MUSIC

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC - 9pm

NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS



FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
Dr. Paul M. Gigliotti

910-362-9955

DOLORES A. JANNUZZI, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

THOMPSON & JANNUZZI
Janulaw@aol.com Will,Trusts, Estate Administration
(o) (910) 408-1652 Asset Protection Trusts
(c) (516) 818-4692 Supplemental Needs Trusts
In-Home Consultations Business Succession Planning

Dan Boyle
ReMax Executive

Jennifer Bullock Team

910.297.5322
Dan@HomesForSaleWilmington.com
www.HomesForSaleWilmington.com

Licensed Real Estate Agent, assists both home buyers and sellers to achieve their goals.
Serves the greater Cape Fear Region, has resided in this area for over twenty years.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

A los patrocinadores que están en este boletín.
Gracias a estos patrocinadores este boletín puede hacerse.

Dueños de negocios interesados en anunciarse por favor llamen a

J.S. Paluch al 1-800-432-3240

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Richard J. Schrum
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

www.AtlanticCoastWM.com
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)
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Specializing in Residential
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Shingle Roofing • Metal Roofing
Roof Repair • Roof Replacement
INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

910-431-0856
hernandezmetalroofing@gmail.com

@HMetalRoofing         Parishioner

r. blake moore
founding partner

864.414.4157
blake@mmc2100.com
www.mmc2100.com

1985 eastwood road, ste. 200, wilmington, nc 28403
Investment Management ◆ Distribution Strategies ◆ Risk Management

Life, Disability Income, Long-Term Care Insurance ◆ Estate Planning
Retirement Planning ◆ Education Planning ◆ Business Planning

R. Blake Moore is a registered representative and offers securities and investment advisory services through MML Investors
Services, LLC Member SIPC. Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 4000 Westchase Blvd, Ste 400, Raleigh NC 27607

(919) 755-3100 MMC Financial Group is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

IMMIGRATION
Abogada de
Immigración

FAMILY VISAS
Visas de Familia

BUSINESS VISAS 
Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850

www.margaretjennings.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Dr. Misael J. Otero, DDS • Dr. Lindsey E. Otero, DDS
14057 US Hwy 17, Ste. 120 • Hampstead, NC 28443
910-270-9344 • www.smilewilmington.com
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