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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
8:00 am, 9:30 am and  11:00 am in English 

12:30 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

As published in bulletin 
 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
            Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
            For information………...910-754-8544 

                     
Sacraments 

 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates. 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

October 11, 2020 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 10/05 bulletin publication date.   

Masses scheduled at this time include Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday 
at 9:00 am (English) and 12:00 pm (Spanish) with required reserva-
tions through SignUp Genius. Link and information can be found on 
the parish website (thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass will be availa-
ble Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 am with no reservation 
required.  Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 4:00—

4:45 pm beginning on October 24th.  Please continue to check the 
parish website (thestmaryparish.org) for up to date information 

including updated Mass times.  If you would like to reschedule your 
Mass Intention, please contact the Parish Office at 762-5491.   

St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.   
St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 

 

Sunday Readings 
October 11, 2020 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Is 25:6–10a 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts 
will provide for all peoples 
a feast of rich food and choice wines, 
juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. 
On this mountain he will destroy 
the veil that veils all peoples, 
the web that is woven over all nations; 
he will destroy death forever. 
The Lord GOD will wipe away 
the tears from every face; 
the reproach of his people he will remove 
from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken. 
On that day it will be said: 
“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
This is the LORD for whom we looked; 
let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6   
R. (6cd) I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
He guides me in right paths 
for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
with your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. 
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

Reading 2 
Phil 4:12–14, 19–20 
Brothers and sisters: I know how to live in humble circumstances; I 
know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all 

things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of 
living in abundance and of being in need. I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. 
My God will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious 
riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 22:1–14 or 22:1–10 In the shorter form of the reading, the passage in 
brackets is omitted. 
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in 
parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon 
the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A second time 
he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have pre-
pared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and every-
thing is ready; come to the feast.” ’ Some ignored the invitation and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of 
his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged 
and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads 
and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ The servants went out into 
the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall 
was filled with guests. [ But when the king came in to meet the guests, 
he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. The king said to 
him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding gar-
ment?’ But he was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attend-
ants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’ Many are invited, but 
few are chosen.” ]   
 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Come to the Feast 
Why would invited guests refuse to come to a wedding? Free food and 
drink, music and dancing--what's not to like? Apparently the king in 
Jesus' parable had the same questions. By this time, Jesus knew that 
many of the Jewish leaders would not accept the invitation to follow 
him. As we know, after the Resurrection, the disciples began to spread 
the good news not only to other Jews, but to anyone who would listen. 
The church began to grow, much faster than they expected. 
 

One reason the leaders in Israel did not accept Jesus was his association 
with sinners. They did not understand that God calls sinners to repent 
and be forgiven. Since they thought of themselves as holy, they were not 
interested in forgiveness. Ordinary people, who knew they were sinners, 
were attracted by the offer of forgiveness. Many of them repented and 
came to be baptized. As the parable says, they filled the banquet hall. 
Jesus calls us today to come to the same feast. But there are still people 
who think they have no need for Jesus. So what about the man in the 
parable who came in street clothes? The wedding garment was a symbol 
of the baptismal gown, the sign of new life in Christ. This man symbol-
izes those who "come to the feast" without repenting of their sins. 
 

We can be like that man sometimes. We come to church arguing with 
our spouse on the way. We bring our prejudices, lies, anger, and selfish-
ness--with no intention of doing anything about them. We come with the 
attitude that says, "I'm here, aren't I? That should be good enough." But 
it isn't, for the feast we come to is not a wedding to join husband and 
wife. It joins God to humanity. God's Son came to unite us all to himself. 
By dying for our sins, Jesus calls us to come back to God. So repentance 
is not just a change of clothing; it is a change of heart, a change in how 
we live. It is our ticket to the banquet. It is our way of saying, "I know I 
don't deserve this, but thanks for letting me share the feast."  
 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Parish Information 

Parish Calendar 
Link and updated parish information is available on the  

parish website: thestmaryparish.org  
Information is up to date as of 10/05 bulletin publication date. 

 

St. Mary Parish Office remains closed to visitors and  
St. Mary School is open for staff and students. 

 

Check dioceseofraleigh.org for COVID-19 resources for Mass, 
faith at home, school at home and giving opportunities.  

 

Please check with individual ministries for updated information. 
 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31 — 5:1;  
 Ps 113:1b-5a, 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1-6; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday: Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-7; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21  

 

 

From Father Ryszard 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Autumn has officially been under way for 
over a week. It is a beautiful time to watch  
nature and feed the birds and squirrels.  Hope  
you take care of all God's living creatures both  
big and small. It is a wonderful example of how  
we need to be compassionate and empathic for  
each other. 
 

On October 1st, we celebrated the feast of  St. Teresa. In her autobiog-
raphy "The Story of a Soul" she referred to herself as "The Little 
Flower". According to saint Therese of Lisieux  we should love God 
in a childlike manner with confidence and self surrender.  Her words 
can serve as a motto: "What matters in life is not great deeds, but great 
love". 
 

Therese, Teresa, Theresa (however her name is spelled or pronounced 
around the world) is such a special name. If you know anyone by that 
name, say a prayer for them. Also pray to St. Therese for her special 
intercessions. 
 

October is traditionally dedicated as the month of the rosary. Meditate 
on its mysteries. 
 

With continued blessings, 
Fr. Ryszard  
 

Prayer List  
If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Andrea Baker 
Amanda Bennett 
Gary DelDuca 

Marianne Elmore 
Mary Elmore 

William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Mike Gaynor 
Alba Gibbs 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
 
 
 

Larry Hite 
Joseph Johnson 
Joyce Kardos 
Walter Karkos 
James Kroeger 
Mark Kroeger 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Lisa Loos 

Barbara McMann O’Rourke 
Baby Ozzie 

Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 
 

Kinsley Porter 
Raymond Porter 

Robert “Bobby” Porter 
Rylie Porter 

Swayzee Porter 
William “Billy” Porter 

Kathy Sheppard 
Frank Smigiel Family 

Ned Underhill 
Lynne Vanstory 

Joseph Wagner Family 
Mike Weldon 

Bill Wendt 

 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, October 17 and Sunday, October 18 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 

 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve  
at Mass on Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp or to donate 
to the Altar Flowers, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) 
Contact David Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or 
bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Brings communion to those who are unable to 
attend Mass.  Contact: Barbara Russo (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Moser 
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—Contact John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—Contact:  music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  For more information: Claudia 
Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Contact: Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  For more information, contact Monica Winters at 910-520-
0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
Email claire@brettburkhart.com for more information.  
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  Contact: lescheetz@gmail.com. 

Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Contact:  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program 
For more information, please contact Dé Corbett, Director, (910) 232-
2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden 
If you would like more information on the St. Mary Columbarium and 
Memorial Garden, please contact parish office to schedule a meeting.  

For the week beginning  
Saturday, October 10th 

 through Friday, October 16th 
the sanctuary candle is being offered  

in loving memory of  
Edward “Ed” Grace  
from Betty Grace. 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 
 
 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1074 Coat Drive  
Knights are very grateful for all the coats.  We have over 200 coats so 
we are discontinuing accepting coats but appreciate donations to pur-
chase new coats for children.  
 

To make a donation though October 15th, please use the PayPal link 
available on our website.  The link to our website: https://
www.kofc1074.org.   
 

Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the 
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, 
council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in 
our local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not 
the only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and 
prayers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians 
with this program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle through 
the end of November.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  Please 
contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com or check our 
website kofc1074.org for more information.  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

The readings this weekend paint beautiful pic-
tures of people being gathered together to share 
a table of richest foods. What a delightful expe-
rience to sit at this table with happy people 
who all are being fed by the Divine Host who 
is also enjoying the diversity of this gathering. 
That is what describes church: coming together 

at the table prepared by a good and gracious God.  That's where RCIA 
may come in to help some people who are seekers and offer a wel-
come to see how St, Mary's gathers at the table of the Lord. The acro-
nym stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, which is usu-
ally celebrated at the Easter Vigil after a period of reflection and shar-
ing. A rite is a prayerful ceremony, and for us it welcomes in those 
who seek Baptism as well as those who are baptized and now would 
want to proceed to Confirmation and Eucharist if they have already 
been baptized. It is the whole St. Mary community that offers this 
welcome and we will come together to share this faith experience. 
Date and place to follow soon. Peace and blessings to all. 

For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

First Communion 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion this 
past April (2019), we have great news! We began celebrating First 
Communions at our Sunday Masses.  We will be doing four at each 
Mass (English and Spanish), for a total of eight per week.  Contact 
Deacon John Walsh at ext. 114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will be 
done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any Sun-
day through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/her 
First Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can 
comfortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfortu-
nately, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot allow 
any additional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were sched-
uled to celebrate First Communion last April have even had the 
opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video of how 
each First Communicant should receive Communion on our par-
ish website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion last April (2019). 

 

2020/2021 Faith Formation Registration 
As I’m sure you can all imagine, our faith formation program will look 
slightly different this year. We are offering an at-home program for all 
age groups through Christmas and then we will assess the viability of 
being able to gather for in-person sessions at that time. 
 

 For our K-5 children, we will be utilizing Sadlier’s “Christ In Us” 
program. This program allows for both virtual and in-person 
learning, so if we are able to gather in person after Christmas, our 
children and leaders will be able to use the same program. 

 For middle/high school age youth, we will be utilizing Pflaum’s 
“Gospel Weeklies” program. 

 

If you missed the online registration for your children in our Faith 
Formation program for the 2020/2021 academic year, please contact 
Deacon John Walsh. 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

 

We have developed a “Curbside Ser-
vice” program.  We’ve put out the word 
that we are offering assistance on an 
appointment basis. We’ve given out 
information asking people to call us on a 
special number (910-782-4021) if they 
are in need of help.   

 

We do all the interviewing over the phone and when the guest shows 
up at their assigned time, we meet them at the front door with their 
cart.  There is no need for them to enter the building, and we have very 
limited contact. 
 

Now for the bad news: unfortunately, we are still unable to accept 
donations of clothing or any material goods.  Thank you for under-
standing that we are unable to accept your items until further notice; 
there are several other agencies in and around town that are accepting 
donations.  
 

Over time, we look forward to getting back to ‘full service”, but it will 
be a gradual transition. Please keep us in your prayers as we do our 
best to help those in need.  
  

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 
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Catholic Daughters of America meets on the second Tuesday of the 
month from 6:30 to 8:30. Due to Covid, we are having our meetings 
both in person at Tileston and via Zoom. 
 

Some of our activities include adopting the 8th grade class of St. Mary 
School. This year we hope to provide breakfast later in the year, and 
snacks and goodies at Christmas and Easter time, and also prizes for a 
CDA education contest during the school year. We also send cards 
and goodies to the VA in Fayetteville. At Christmas, we pack dinner 
boxes for Sister Isaac Center. We have gathered items for other chari-
table organizations, such as Embrace Grace and the Domestic Vio-
lence Center. The next meeting will be on October 13th. We always 
welcome new members. For more Information contact Claudia Rossi 
at 910.599.2843  

Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study 
on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

Why is Israel not the vineyard 
October 4, 2020 
Matthew 21:33-43 
 

What happens when man takes possession 
of what belongs to God? 
 

What happens when we do not respect the signs and messages that 
God sends to show us his love? 
 

What happens when we don’t let God come to collect the fruits that 
correspond to him? 
 

This parable is called the parable of the tenants.  This parable is differ-
ent from the others; it speaks of the destiny of Jesus and the destiny of 
the chosen people.  It is not a story of something that did not happen, 
but it indicates what was happening in that time and it is a special 
announcement of what will happen to Jesus, to Israel, and to the 
church. 
 

The vineyard was a very important symbol of the Old Testament be-
cause it represented Israel as God’s people. The owner of the vineyard 
is God, who not only planted the vineyard but laid the foundation for 
it to be fruitful and then rented the vineyard. The tenants were respon-
sible for taking care of it and producing and harvesting the fruit.  They 
did not, and they even killed some of the servants who were sent to 
collect the fruits. 
 

We see the patience of the father until he is able to send his only son. 
The tenants kill the son of the owner of the vineyard.  Jesus then asks 
the Jewish authorities what will the owner do with these vine-
yards?  They reply that he will kill them and rent the vineyard to other 
people.  It’s a great question from Jesus because they sentence them-
selves to death and the destiny of the vineyard passes from Israel to 
the church.  Jesus con-
cludes by quoting Psalm 
118: The stone rejected by 
the builders has become 
the cornerstone.  This is the 
announcement of the resur-
rection and the creation of 
the church. 
 

~Fr. Chesco 

The following guidelines were prepared for your protection at our 
beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When changes occur they 
will be posted on the website. 
 

 Only allow people with reservations to enter through front doors 
 Health guidelines posted on each door  
 Temperature will be taken upon entering the church  
 Please do not come to mass if you have a fever, coughing, lack of 

taste or smell or if you have recently been in contact with some-
one infected with COVID-19  

 Basilica sanitized between Masses  
 No Holy Water  
 No Precious Blood for Faithful  
 Four Eucharistic ministers only (two in front and two in back)  
 Each Eucharistic minister must wear gloves and mask 
 Communion only in the hands, not in mouth  
 Hand sanitizer may be available, but we encourage parishioners 

to bring their own 
 No altar servers – sacristan can do everything  
 One reader only  
 Different books for reader and celebrant  
 An organist and cantor only – no choirs – must be in choir loft, 

not at piano  
 Remove all books from pews  
 Ushers ensure safe distancing and counting of people to ensure 

overcrowding does not occur  
 People six feet apart unless living together  
 Ushers wear masks and gloves  
 Doors to be left open  
 No sign of peace  
 Collection basket in one place  
 No gathering before or after  
 Markers on floor every six feet for communion lines  
 Restroom closed except for emergency  
 Dismissal – row by row to ensure safe distancing  
 Music – only popular hymns, sung by cantor to minimize people 

singing and spreading disease  
 Gloria, Kyrie and Alleluia said not sung ‘Seating – side by can-

dles for large families sitting every other pew; remainder of 
church will be every pew but alternating sides for each pew  

 Facemasks/face-coverings are to be worn by all  

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 

We making steady progress in meeting our parish goal of $164,590.  
As of October 1st, $ 153, has18 been pledged by 513 families (91% 
of goal).  Making a pledge on-line is simple and easy, just go to the 
link below and make either a one time pledge or pledge an amount 
over a period of time for up to 6 months.  If you should need help in 
making an on-line pledge, please contact the parish office. GIVETO-
BAA.ORG.  Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful 
parish.  You are invited to learn more at dioceseofraleigh.org. 

 

Your St. Mary BAA 2020 Campaign Committee 
 
 

From Father Chesco 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

The Catholic Daughters of Americas,  
Court Wilmington 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 
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Mission Corner 
From Father Bob 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 25, 2020 
Diocese of Raleigh 
 

The Diocese of Raleigh is pleased to have 20 seminarians enrolled in 
priestly formation this year. 
 

Since 2016, the Office of Vocations has been led by Reverend Philip M. 
Tighe, until his death on August 31, 2020, following a battle with can-
cer. 
 

Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama appointed Very Reverend Jeffrey A. Bowk-
er, V.F., Pastor of Saint Therese Parish, Wilson, and Dean of the Tar 
River Deanery, Director of Seminarian Formation. 
 

In addition, Reverend James J. Magee, III, Administrator of Saint Cathe-
rine of Siena Parish in Tarboro and Chaplain of John Paul II High 
School in Greenville, is appointed Promoter of Vocations. 
 

From Louisiana to Philadelphia, the seminarians are enrolled in five 
different schools. In the video, Seeing beyond one seminary, Bishop 
Zarama explains that each seminary has its own gifts. He says having 
seminarians attending different schools throughout the country helps 
them to see diverse formations and bring the differences back to the 
service of the diocese. 
 

Bishop Zarama has added a pastoral year in the formation program of 
diocesan seminarians. The purpose of a pastoral year is to give a semi-
narian ongoing formation (Human, Spiritual, Academic and Pastoral) in 
discernment towards the Diocesan Priesthood while participating in the 
daily life of a parish and under the supervision of one of our diocesan 
priests. 
 

Nicolas Rapkoch and Andreas Arevelo are serving their pastoral years at 
St. Thomas More parish, Chapel Hill, and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
Raleigh, respectively.  
 

Pray for each seminarian by name and for an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood and to religious life. 

 
 
 

Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
headquartered in Wilmington.  We seek to provide  
financial support, supplies, medical equipment, and  
medications to our clinics through donations of money  
and time.  We also provide health care support to the  
Honduran staff through periodic medical/dental brigades  
which we organize in the US and which travel to Honduras. 
 

Donations to Salud Hondu provide direct support to the health care 
services given by Clinica de Santa Maria in Reitoca, Honduras, and for 
other health-related projects in that region.  Your donations provide 
support for the Honduran clinic staff, for clinical equipment, supplies, 
and medications, and for outreach health services which the clinic 
offers.   
 

Some numbers to think about: 
 $7 for one child’s well care clinic visit. 
 $50 will purchase $350 of much needed medications. 
 $1000 will provide one week of support to cover all clinic 
 staff salaries. 
 

Become a part of Salud Hondu’s Circle of Friends by making a dona-
tion through our website:  saludhondu.org.   
 

Contact Penny Cromer: pcromer@ec.rr.com or call 910-264-4500.    

     
 

             Salud Hondu is a 501(c)(3) t 

 

Salud Hondu 

First Communion, Santa Cruz, Reitoca, F.M., Honduras  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here we part of the First Communion class of Santa Cruz, a communi-
ty of Reitoca, F.M., Honduras.  The celebration was on the feast of St. 

Nicholas, December 6, 2019. 
 
 

 
 

Father Bob’s website and blog is called 
missionpriest.com 

 

Check it out.   
It's in both English and Spanish. 

 

Father  Bob’s books are available on  
Amazon.com 

20 Seminarians Enrolled in Priestly Formation 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Would you like the weekly bulletin emailed directly to you?  Take 
the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble registering 
your email and I will be glad to help you.   
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Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an event has 

been canceled or will be offered online. 

 
 
 
 
 

Carolina Catholic  
Carolina Catholic chats with Deacon John Walsh about the  
Basilica Shrine of St. Mary  
For our first October show, we chat with Deacon John Walsh about 
the history, art, and architecture of the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary here 
in Wilmington. Through the efforts of many priests, this beautiful 
church was not only built in 1912, but these priests also helped build a 
school and a rectory, they bought the Tileston Center where so many 
wonderful ministries serve the people to this day, and they worked to 
make this magnificent church elevated to both a shrine and a minor 
basilica. In this show, we learn about the pastors who did so much to 
make our beautiful basilica shrine a place of pilgrimage and worship 
for all Catholics. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 
Saturday, October 10th, at 11:00 am and Sunday 11th, at 6:00 pm. 
This show can also be heard on our website 
at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we thank you for your 
prayers and support of Catholic radio. 
 

New Cohort for Diaconate Formation 
The Diocesan Office of the Permanent Diaconate is preparing to start 
the next cohort for the Formation of  Permanent Deacons. Practicing 
Catholic men that are discerning a vocation to the Permanent Diaco-
nate should send an email to Amy.breindel@raldioc.org.  Appoint-
ments will be made for those who express an interest to learn more 
about the Diaconate in the Diocese of Raleigh and have the opportuni-
ty to ask questions about the formation process. This is the first step 
for candidates who are interested in forming the next group of Aspir-
ants to the Diaconate. 
 

Rosary Novena for Our Nation 
As we approach Election Day, Nov. 3, you are invited to pray the ro-
sary novena to ask God and our Holy Mother for guidance and dis-
cernment, each Tuesday at 7:00 pm in St. Patrick Church, Fayetteville. 
 

Two Rosary Rallies in Wilmington! 
As the Church honors Our Lady in the month of October, Wilmington 
Catholics will host a second Rosary rally on October 11th to honor 
Our Lady and pray her Rosary in the public square. You may attend 
both or either of these rallies. All are welcome.  
 

This second rally, the Rosary Coast to Coast, will be held on Sunday, 
October 11th, beginning at 4:00 pm in Long Leaf Park, formerly 
Hugh McRae Park, at the intersection of Oleander Drive and Pine 
Grove Road, where we will pray the full Rosary (all four Mysteries) 
for our nation during this time of crisis, as tens of thousands across the 
country join from coast to coast to pray for America. Rosaries and 
prayer guides will be provided. This will happen rain or shine. 
 

Sadly, there will be no Life Chain Wilmington this year.  Questions? 
Please contact Judi Paparozzi at 910-471-1534. 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass, typically celebrated each year in 
October, honors those celebrating wedding anniversaries, with special 
recognition to couples with 25, 50, or 60 years of marriage. 
 

Out of concern for the health and well-being of the people in our dio-
cese, the 2020 Wedding Anniversary Mass will not take place. 
 

Couples willing to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass in-
tention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacramen-
tality of marriage. 
 

White Mass for health-care professionals 
Sunday, October 25, 2020 
10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
A White Mass is a Mass offered for health-care professionals and 
others involved in the medical field, as an opportunity to reflect on the 
role of Catholics in health care. The White Mass is also an opportunity 
for the building, supporting, and strengthening of ties between health-
care workers, patients, and the community at large.  The Mass will be 
celebrated by Bishop Luis Zarama  
 

Mass for Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Newton Grove, NC 
 

Search 195 
Friday, November 6, 2020 - 07:00 pm 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 - 02:00 pm 
Cost—$60.00 
Search is a peer-led retreat weekend sponsored by the Diocese of Ra-
leigh for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and adults who work with them, 
who want to be a part of an exciting and different weekend.  Please 
visit the Diocese of Raleigh Youth Ministry page for more infor-
mation.  Registration is now available! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Goes Virtual 
Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on at a VIRTUAL WEEKEND on November 6-8, 2020, in AT-
LANTIC BEACH, NC. For more information, visit our website 
at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us 
at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. Follow 
our Facebook page North Carolina WWME! 
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in 
common? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
 

THE FOUNDATION of the Diocese of Raleigh is taking part in this 
Giving Day dedicated to Catholic philanthropy on #GivingTuesday, 
December 1. Now in its sixth year, we are thrilled to participate with 
38 other arch/dioceses and foundations nationwide to raise funds for 
our own diocesan parishes, schools, and ministries. 
 

Since THE FOUNDATION is partnering with #iGiveCatholic, your 
ministry is invited to participate in the giving day. Learn more 
at https://raleigh.igivecatholic.org/. 
 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is a unique form of fertility educa-
tion. This information then helps married couples plan to achieve or 
postpone a pregnancy. To learn more about Natural Family Planning 
in the Raleigh Diocese, please visit:  
 

Marriage Preparation Ministry 
Do you have a desire to serve engaged couples as they prepare to enter 
the sacrament of marriage? We are seeking out individuals and cou-
ples who would be interested in serving engaged couples in the dio-
cese by being a part of the One-Day Marriage Preparation Workshop 
Team. There are several roles that you could be a part of, including 
hospitality, presenting, facilitating, and more. Please contact Rebekah 
Tolson, Married Life Coordinator, at 919-821-9753 
or Rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Succeed 

I want to start by telling you how grateful I am 
for your cooperation as we have worked so 
wonderfully together to help all of our new 
procedural changes run so smoothly. As I walk 
throughout the school, I see teachers meeting 

new challenges, students focused on learning, and kindness and pa-
tience among our students and faculty. God has blessed us during these 
challenging times as we turn to Him for guidance and support.  
 

Standardized Testing 
During last week and this next week, we will engage in our annual Fall 
testing for grades 2-8. Testing began on Tuesday and ran through Fri-
day. Grade 5 will continue with testing on Monday and Tuesday since 
they take both Iowa Test and CogAt. 
 

Distance Learning Falcons 
Testing for our distance learners will be held Monday - Wednesday, 
Oct. 12-14. Those students will be tested in our cafeteria, distanced, 
and masked.  
 

Fire Safety Week - Oct. 4-10 
We had our first fire drill of the year. It is comforting to know that 
students in both buildings exited the buildings within one minute each. 
Have you talked with your family about the safest and quickest ways 
to exit your home in a fire? 
 

Health and Safety Practices 
Here at school, we have changed many procedures in order to keep our 
students, faculty, and staff safe from spreading the virus. I ask that you 
please follow similar guidelines during your family activities outside 
of school. As you know, we keep our pods (homerooms) separate all 
day long. This practice will keep contact tracing easier should any 
cases arise. If we want to keep the school open, it is important to keep 
from mixing groups of students with sleepovers and play dates. Is that 
natural? Of course, it isn’t during normal times. Right now I ask that 
you wait for these social opportunities, wash hands often, wear masks, 
and keep the 6’ distance. Let’s not make it easy for COVID-19 to net-
work within our school family. I appreciate your cooperation. 
 

Spirit Days 
On the 3rd Thursday of every month, we dress down and wear our 
school spirit wear or dress in casual blue and white. We will have our 
first Spirit Day on Thursday, Oct. 15th. 
 

Fall Festival or Friday Fright Night 
Due to the fact that we’ve had to cancel our traditional Fall Festival, 
we are working with Home and School to make plans for a fun Hal-
loween celebration here at school and online. 
 

School Pictures - Oct. 29th   

 
 

My Hot Lunch Program 
Orders can be placed online by noon the day before. The link to My 
Hot Lunch is on our school website for your convenience. 
 

After School Program 
Ms. Shay Burton is again directing our After School Program. Proce-
dures have been changed in this program in order to follow the direc-
tives of NCDHHS. One major change will be that we will not be hav-
ing the After School Program when the school dismisses for a half day. 
This program will only be available after full days of school. 
 

When picking up your child from this program, please ring the bell at 
the left of the entrance doors of the lower school. If no one answers, 
please call Ms. Shay. Parents may not enter the building when picking 
up their child under the COVID plan. 
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions 
allow. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will 
be allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the 
guidelines. Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by 
phone or online. Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe 
and healthy. It’s not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for 
now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Can we change their mind about their choice of distance learning 
should that not work well for their children? 

Yes, you may request a change to on campus learning, but a 
week notice will be required. Why? Under Plan B, we have 
spaced our students 6’ apart in the classrooms based on cur-
rent parent decisions. In order for us to follow that guideline, 
we have had to choose different classroom spaces in order to 
accommodate that NCDHHS directive. 

Q.  Why choose distance learning at this time? 
Those who choose distance learning should be choosing this 
option for health reasons, that would be students or their 
families who are at high risk for contracting a virus. 

Q.  What will live streaming of lessons look like? 
Students in grades 4-8 have been provided Chrome books. 
They will use these for “tuning in” to teachers’ live lessons 
being provided according to individual classroom schedules. 
The lessons will be live for both in school and dis-
tance  learning students simultaneously. 
 

Students in grades K-3 will be needing to use personal de-
vices. Their teachers will be live streaming through Zoom 
until we are able to access Chrome books for them (gr. 1-3). 
Teachers will provide parents with a classroom schedule.  
 

Beginning the year, only Core Subjects will be streamed 
live. Core subject teachers will only record their lessons if all 
of the students (in school and home) are not present.  

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
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Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
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CALL
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FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
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Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass

SUNDAY
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9am-1pm

THURSDAY
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FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
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blake@mmc2100.com
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1985 eastwood road, ste. 200, wilmington, nc 28403
Investment Management ◆ Distribution Strategies ◆ Risk Management
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IMMIGRATION
Abogada de
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FAMILY VISAS
Visas de Familia
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Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
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space!

Dr. Misael J. Otero, DDS • Dr. Lindsey E. Otero, DDS
14057 US Hwy 17, Ste. 120 • Hampstead, NC 28443
910-270-9344 • www.smilewilmington.com
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