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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
9:00 am in English 

12:00 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

8:30 am in English 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
For information………...910-754-8544                                                           

 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your 
wedding. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

November 15, 2020 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 
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This information is current as of 11/09 bulletin publication date.   

Masses include Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am (English) 
and 12:00 pm (Spanish) with required reservations through SignUp 

Genius. Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass will be available Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 am with no reservation required.  
Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 4:00—4:45 pm.  
Please continue to check the parish website for information includ-
ing updated Mass times.  To reschedule your Mass Intention, please 

contact the Parish Office at 762-5491.   
St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.  

St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 
 

Sunday Readings 
November 15, 2020 
Third-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Prv 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31 
When one finds a worthy wife, 
her value is far beyond pearls. 
Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, 
has an unfailing prize. 
She brings him good, and not evil, 
all the days of her life. 
She obtains wool and flax 
and works with loving hands. 
She puts her hands to the distaff, 
and her fingers ply the spindle. 
She reaches out her hands to the poor, 
and extends her arms to the needy. 
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; 
the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
Give her a reward for her labors, 
and let her works praise her at the city gates. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 128:1–2, 3, 4–5 
R. (cf. 1a) Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
Blessed are you who fear the LORD, 
who walk in his ways! 
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; 
blessed shall you be, and favored. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 
in the recesses of your home; 
Your children like olive plants 
around your table. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
Behold, thus is the man blessed 
who fears the LORD. 
The LORD bless you from Zion: 
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
all the days of your life. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
 

Reading 2 
1 Thes 5:1–6 
Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for 
anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night. When people are say-
ing, “Peace and security,” then sudden disaster comes upon them, like 
labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to over-
take you like a thief. For all of you are children of the light and children 
of the day. We are not of the night or of darkness. Therefore, let us not 
sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 25:14–30 or 25:14–15, 19–21 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going on a journey called in 
his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five 
talents; to another, two; to a third, one—to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. 
 

“After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled 
accounts with them. The one who had received five talents came for-
ward bringing the additional five. He said, ‘Master, you gave me five 
talents. See, I have made five more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I 
will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’  
 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Use It or Lose It 
When I hear the Gospel reading for this Sunday, I wonder what that 
third servant was doing all that time, after he buried the talent he was 
given. Probably nothing. What strikes me is that the word for money in 
this reading is "talent," which in our language is an ability or skill. So 
maybe this parable can remind us to use our abilities and not let them go 
to waste. 
 

It is sad to see someone who is not very good at his job just because he 
never developed his inborn talents. But if you know what gifts or abili-
ties God gave you, you can develop them to be much more than you 
expected. A person might be strong and fast, but if she exercises and 
practices, she could be a great athlete. The same with a spiritual gift. Just 
having one doesn't make you a saint. So how do you know what gifts 
you have? 
 

First, ask God in your prayers to show you what gifts you have been 
given. Find a spiritual director, or even your parish priest, and talk about 
your life, your strengths and weaknesses. Read about saints and how 
they used their gifts to serve the Lord. Read the scriptures, especially the 
Acts of the Apostles or the Letters of Paul (e.g., 1 Corinthians 12:1-11). 
Listen humbly to friends or loved ones who can tell you what strengths 
they see in you. 
 

Second, look for ways to use your gifts. Check the parish bulletin or 
website or your diocesan newspaper for activities and organizations that 
you could take part in. Hospitals, schools, shelters, and nursing homes 
frequently offer opportunities for volunteers. If one kind of service 
seems attractive to you, that could be God's way of telling you to try it. 
On the other hand, a job that seems very challenging could be what you 
need to stretch your spiritual muscles. Or you may see a need for some 
service that you can get started in the parish or community. 
 
Just remember that you are called to service by your baptism and confir-
mation. Don't bury that calling by procrastinating or being afraid to try. 
Remember the "useless servant" with the one talent who was fearful and 
lazy (Matthew 25:25-26). At least he can remind us to use it or lose it.  
 
 

  Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
  

 

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28, or (for the memori 
 al of the Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6;  
 Mt 14:22-33 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;n Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6;  
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 
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Parish Information 

 

 

From Father Ryszard 

  

Prayer List  
If you would like to remove or add a name to the prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Ramphis G. Abraham 
Andrea Baker 

Amanda Bennett 
Jack Bragg 

Alexandra A. Briganti 
Jimmy Dixon 

Madeline Grace Dowell 
Marianne Elmore 

Mary Elmore 
William Elmore 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
Chris Fowler 

Ted Fry 
Betsy Gainey 
Mike Gaynor 

 
 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
Philip Hatcher 

Larry Hite 
Joseph Johnson 
Joyce Karkos 
Walter Karkos 
James Kroeger 
Mark Kroeger 

Joseph “Pat” Lewis 
Michael Scott Lewis 

Wayne Lewis 
Lisa Loos 

Barbara J. O’Rourke 
Barbara M. O’Rourke 

Sharon O’Rourke 
Baby Ozzie 

 
 

Geddes Pauling 
Emory Porter 

John “Tim” Porter 
Kinsley Porter 

Raymond Porter 
Robert “Bobby” Porter 

Rylie Porter 
Swayzee Porter 

William “Billy” Porter 
Kathy Sheppard 

Frank Smigiel Family 
Ned Underhill 

Lynne VanStory 
Joseph Wagner Family 

Mike Weldon 
Bill Wendt 

 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers—Parish Office at 
762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) - David 
Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass until 
11:00 am. 
Camillus Ministers — Barbara Russ at (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Mose
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  Claudia Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-
1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  Monica Winters at 910-520-0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
claire@brettburkhart.com 
Faith Sharing Group—For young adults in their 20’s and 30’s who 
are interested in growing in their faith journey together.  We meet on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  lescheetz@gmail.com. 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program—Dé Corbett, Direc-
tor, (910) 232-2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden—Contact parish 
office to schedule a meeting.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, November 14 
 5:00 pm †  Christopher Swift Dickey 
    Offered by Alice Cathrall and Laurie Jakeway 
Sunday, November 15 
 9:00 am †  Davin Rogers 
    Offered by Kathy Rogers 
12:00 pm   †  Ben Kuklo 
    Offered by Barbara and Ralph Russo 
Monday, November 16 
  8:30 am † Frank Crostley 
    Offered by Linny Crostley 
Wednesday, November 18 
 8:30 am  † P.J. Dennehy 
    Offered by John Glacken 
Friday, November 20 
8:30 am  † Mary Pat Marren 
    Offered by Sharon Marren 
Saturday, November 21 
5:00 pm † Elizabeth Mancini 
    Offered by Jim and Jan Mancini 
Sunday, November 22 
 9:00 am † Bridget Marie Geraghty 
    Offered by Mary Geraghty 
12:00 pm   † Maria Martinez Galindo 
    Offered by Kathy and Joe Tiberia 
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Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 
 
 
 
Refund Support Vocations Program Raffle 
Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and 
spiritual support to our future priests and religious at all stages of their 
formation.  Again this year our local council is participating in the 
Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP).  Through this program, 
council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in 
our local area.  Though financial support is vitally important, it is not 
the only aspect of the RSVP.  Councils are also called to provide their 
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and 
prayers for their success.  Council 1074 is helping four seminarians 
with this program.  To fund this effort we’re holding a raffle through 
the end of November.  We sincerely appreciate your support.  Please 
contact our chancellor PJ Winn at winns72@msn.com or check our 
website kofc1074.org for more information.  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our “Curb Service” is still working well; the number of people we 
serve is still down significantly from ‘normal’ times.  We are handling 
about 1/3 of the number of guests we saw pre-covid.  Lots of new 
people are coming in – many who have never been in a position to 
seek assistance. The need for financial help is great, and we do our 

best to offer help as much as we can.   
 

We are still keeping the number of active volunteers to a minimum in 
the interest of safety. We do lots of the re-stocking, sorting and admin 
tasks one day a week when we don’t have any guests arrive. A smaller 
staff is on hand on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays when we serve 
people.   
 

As for volunteer opportunities, most of our volunteers are still ‘on 
leave’;  it will be a while before we return to full operations.  
In the meantime, we are trying to organize our holiday activities.  
Thanks to our St Mary School and staff, St Mark School,  and UNCW 
staff and students, we will be helping many people with full baskets of 
the makings for a Thanksgiving feast.  I have plenty of baskets prom-
ised as well as volunteers to help with distribution on site, but   I do 
need a few volunteers that would be willing to deliver Thanksgiv-
ing baskets to guests that are unable to pick them up themselves.  
Please contact me by phone or email if you are willing to help.  The 
baskets tend to be heavy so muscles are helpful !!! 
 

My next task will be to decide how to handle our Christmas activities; 
you’ll hear more about that once I have Thanksgiving under control!  
It’s a challenge to run our holiday projects in a covid world, but we are 
determined to do the best we can.  
 

If you are looking for other volunteer opportunities, I’ve been asked to 
share a request from two groups we work with. The Vintage Values 
Resale Shops are sorely in need of volunteers, since many of their 
older volunteers have been unable to work. They have 3 locations in 
Wilmington. Their stores support Domestic Violence Shelter and Ser-
vices.  Contact them if you’re available. 
 

Another group in need of volunteers is  “2 Share”; this group, headed 
by Don Arabian, picks up gently used furniture and distributes it in 
town; they particularly focus on single moms that live in the poorer 
neighborhoods. He takes referrals from myself and other agencies 
when we work with a family in need. They do pickups and deliveries 
on a few Saturdays each month; he is in need of volunteers (muscles, 
again) as well as donations of furniture. You can contact him at 703-
220-0762. 
 

Thank you for everything you do to help our ministry as well as the 
other groups that help serve those in need in our community! 
 

Blessings, 
Mary Ann 

 

 
 
 

Here we are at the time of the year when we 
will be preparing for holidays with some 
mixed feelings about celebrating with, and 
perhaps without, our usual gatherings. This 
feeling of uncertainty can also be found in the 
readings of the Sundays that come to us from 
Matthew's gospel. This weekend has the familiar story of the serv-
ants being left with enough money to match their talents or abilities 
and what they did with them. Here is where we can look to pick the 
one we would want to identify with when the master returns. When the 
tap comes on the shoulder, who will turn with a smile, glad to see the 
master?  In his own method of getting the message across, Jesus really 
had a way with story-telling! 
  
For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 
 

 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

Food Drive for the  
Sister Isaac Center 

and  
Blood Drive 

Saturday, December 5 
10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Tileston Center Parking Lot (Gym Side) 
 

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 1074 in 
conjunction with the Blood Connection.  All food 

and cash donations will go to the Sister Issac Center.  
The Blood mobile will be parked in the lot. 

 

Any questions please contact the Grand Knight 
Ralph Maggio at grandknight1074@gmail.com 
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Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study on 
parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English)  
 

Jesus Will Come, Five are Ready 
November 6, 2020 
Matthew 25:1-13 
Jesus describes preparations for a wedding. 
Weddings involve the greatest celebration. At a wedding, the couple is 
the center of village life for days on end. After the marriage ceremo-
ny, there is feasting, dancing, which can last for several days. It is a 
glad week for the couple and for their friends as well. 
 

An important part of the wedding ceremony is the procession from the 
home of the bride’s parents to the couple’s new home. As the bride-
groom escorts his bride to their new home, their pathway is lighted by 
wedding guests. It is an honor to be asked to participate, and those 
who agree are expected to do so enthusiastically and responsibly. 
 

Both the wise and foolish bridesmaids are prepared for the bride-
groom’s coming. The wise bridesmaids are different from the foolish 
bridesmaids at only one point, they have the foresight to take flasks of 
oil to replenish their lamps, only the wise bridesmaids are prepared for 
the bridegroom’s delay. 
 

Scholars vary in their understanding of the oil, and that deserves our 
attention. Some think  it is faith, others piety, good works, or a per-
sonal relationship with the Lord. In the wider context of this entire 
Gospel, the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7) gives us great insight 
into Christ’s expectations. Being prepared—having oil—means obey-
ing Jesus’ teachings. The wise and foolish bridesmaids remind us 
what Jesus said that the wise man was the one who “hears these words 
of mine, and does them”. 
 

In the Judgment of the Nations (25:31-46), the Son of Man rewards 
those who feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the 
stranger, clothe the naked, take care of the sick, and visit the prison-
er—which corresponds nicely with what Jesus identified in this Gos-
pel as the greatest commandment—to love God and neighbor (22:37-
40). Being prepared—having oil—means generosity to those in need. 
This parable speaks pointedly to those who emphasize becoming a 
Christian through any initiatory event (conversion—baptism—
receiving the gift of tongues) without requiring a corresponding 
growth in discipleship. A good beginning is not yet a race well run. 
 

“But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold! The bridegroom is 
coming! Come out to meet him’” (v. 6). Midnight is an unexpected 
hour for a significant event. Midnight is a time for sleeping, particu-
larly for people who have only oil lamps or candles for artificial light. 
 

“The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out’” (v. 8). The foolish bridesmaids, seeing that 
they do not have enough oil, ask the wise bridesmaids to share theirs, 
which the wise bridesmaids refuse to do (v. 9). 
 

“But the wise answered, saying, ‘What if there isn’t enough for us 
and you? You go rather to those who sell, and buy for your-
selves’” (v. 9). We might think the wise bridesmaids to be acting self-
ishly, but they are instead acting wisely. If they share their oil it will 
quickly be gone, and the bridegroom will have no light for his wed-
ding party. It is far better that they use five torches to illuminate the 
pathway for the entire distance than to use ten torches at the beginning 
and thereby to risk having to walk in darkness at the end. The wise 
bridesmaids are not mean-spirited. They do not criticize the foolish 
bridesmaids for being unprepared, but instead suggest a remedy—go 
to the store and buy more oil—a real possibility. This wedding is the 

event of the week for this village. The foolish bridesmaids can expect 
neighbors to do everything possible to respond to their pleas for help. 
While the foolish bridesmaids are searching for oil, the bridegroom 
comes, “and those who were ready went in with him to the mar-
riage feast, and the door was shut” (v. 10). they didn’t have oil 
when it was needed. What good is their oil now that the procession is 
finished? 
 

They plead, “Lord, Lord, open to us,” (v. 11) but the bridegroom 
replies, “Most certainly I tell you, I don’t know you” (v. 12). The 
bridegroom’s attitude seems harsh, but is an appropriate response to 
the gross breach of responsibility by the foolish bridesmaids. 
 

It is devastating to be rejected by the bridegroom, because his word is 
final. Earlier, Jesus warned, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will tell me in that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in your name cast out 
demons, and in your name do many mighty works?’ Then I will tell 
them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you who work iniqui-
ty’” (7:21-23). 
 

The point of this story is that we must be ready at all times for the 
Lord’s coming, because his arrival will come at an unexpected hour 
(24:36). Once Christ has come, there will be no further opportunity to 
prepare. Those who are ready will be included, and those who are not 
ready will be excluded. 
 

The longer Jesus delays, the more difficult it is to maintain our readi-
ness Jesus promises, “But he who endures to the end, the same will be 
saved” (24:13). 
 

Jesus closes by summarizing his point—that we must maintain con-
stant readiness for his coming again, because we “don’t know the day 
nor the hour”. 
 

~Fr. Chesco 

Guidelines for the Basilica can be found on the website 
(www.thestmaryparish.org).  Guidelines were prepared for your pro-
tection at our beloved Basilica.  It is a living document.  When chang-
es occur they will be posted on the website. 

You are richer today than you were yesterday if you have laughed 
often, given something, forgiven even more, made a new friend, made 
stepping stones out of stumbling blocks. If you have thought more in 
terms of Thyself than Myself, or if you have managed to be cheerful 
even if you were weary. Joining Catholic Daughters of Americas of-
fers an opportunity to become richer.  
 

For more information contact Claudia Rossi at 910.599.2843  

From Father Chesco 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Catholic Daughters 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Take the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
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Employment Opportunities 
Visit the Diocese of Raleigh Employment Opportunities page for cur-
rent job listings at diocesan offices, parishes and schools, as well as 
some regional positions: dioceseofraleigh.org/employment.  
 

St. Mary Housing Corp. 
The Board of Directors of St. Mary Housing Corp., a non-profit oper-

ated by the Diocese of Raleigh, is looking for three additional Board 
Members.  Meetings are quarterly and the term is three years.  We 
provide long-term housing for low income seniors in Haddon Hall I 
and II apartments in Wilmington and provide varied programs to help 
them during their stay. Board membership requires a respectful atti-
tude towards a religiously affiliated organization and a commitment to 
the welfare of the residents. If interested, please email Donn Garvey at 
donn010@yahoo.com, or call 910-383-1398. If I cannot answer, 
please leave a number.  
 

Hospital and Hospice Sick Calls during the Covid-19 Pandemic  
Due to the pandemic, there is a protocol in place for emergency de-
partment patients and in-patients at NHRMC who desire to be 
anointed.  If you or your loved one wants to receive the sacrament you 
need to tell the nurse.  The nurse will get the medical clearance and 
will contact the chaplain who will in tern contact Fr. Greg Anatuanya.  
The process goes very quickly.  Father will follow all safety protocols 
before, during, and after the visit.  Fr. Greg is the only priest allowed 
in the hospital for the purpose of administering the Sacrament of the 
Sick.    
 

If you or your loved one is an in-patient at Lower Cape Fear LifeC-
are and you need a priest let a staff member know and they will make 
the arrangements.   
 

All other sick calls for parishioner’s at home should be directed to 
their parish. 
 

UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry 
Mass Schedule:  Our Sunday evening mass time is 4:30 pm.  The 
mass is held on the back lawn of the campus ministry building and is 
live streamed on UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry Facebook.  If it 
rains, we will live stream from the chapel and there will be limited 
seating in the living room.  Wednesday mass is at 6:00 pm and Fri-
day mass is at 12:15 pm. No tickets or sign-up are required. 
 

UNCW Hawk’s Harvest Food Pantry 
Due to the pandemic, the number of students who are experiencing 
food insecurity has risen.  Catholic Campus Ministry, which houses 
the food pantry, kept the pantry open all through the lock down and 
the summer months.  The pantry is available to current UNCW stu-
dents with a valid student ID card and is open on Thursdays from 
3:00-5:00 or by appointment.  For more information call Sr. Rose at 
(910) 792-0507. 
 
 

Vintage Values Resale Shops 
We sincerely appreciate the support that has been given to Vintage 
Values Resale Shops through the years! The stores are owned and 
operated by Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc. It is with 
the help of generous hearts that many victims of domestic violence are 
served. 
 

Vintage Values Resale Shops are in need of volunteer support! The 
stores rely on volunteers to keep our doors open and sadly, many of 
volunteers have not been able to return due to COVID 19. 
 

The stores have implemented safety procedures that are strictly fol-
lowed. Face masks are required by anyone entering the store. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help sort, hang, run the cashier register, 
steam clothes and many other tasks. Just a few hours a week could 
make a really big difference. The additional safety protocol and a 
reduced amount of volunteers has created a challenge at all locations. 
Currently, the 609 Castle Street location has the greatest need. Some 
days, only two people are available to maintain the entire operation 
and it has become increasingly difficult. 
 

Your help would be greatly appreciated and is very much needed. 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule 

 

Saturday, November 21 and Sunday, November 22 
Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Saturday 

 
 

 
Sunday 
8:00 am 

 

 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

 

 
Sunday 

11:00 am 

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an e 

vent has been canceled or will be offered online. 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

First Communion 
For all of those who were scheduled to celebrate First Communion 
this past April.  We began celebrating First Communions at our 
Sunday Masses.  We will be doing four at each Mass (English and 
Spanish), for a total of eight per week.  Contact Deacon John Walsh 
at ext. 114 or jwalsh@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 There will be a signup form on our parish website.  This will 
be done on a first come, first serve basis. You may choose any 
Sunday through December 20th for your child to celebrate his/
her First Communion. 

 Each family will have one pew reserved for them. A pew can 
comfortably seat five to six adults plus one small child. Unfor-
tunately, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we cannot 
allow any additional guests than this. 

 Because it has been a while since many of those who were 
scheduled to celebrate First Communion last April have even 
had the opportunity to come to Mass, we will post a short video 
of how each First Communicant should receive Communion on 
our parish website. 

 A gentle reminder, this only for those children/youth who were 
scheduled to receive his/her First Communion in April. 

 

2020/2021 Faith Formation Registration 
As I’m sure you can all imagine, our faith formation program will 
look slightly different this year. We are offering an at-home pro-
gram for all age groups through Christmas and then we will assess 
the viability of being able to gather for in-person sessions at that 
time. 
 For our K-5 children, we will be utilizing Sadlier’s “Christ In 

Us” program. This program allows for both virtual and in-
person learning, so if we are able to gather in person after 
Christmas, our children and leaders will be able to use the 
same program. 

 For middle/high school age youth, we will be utilizing 
Pflaum’s “Gospel Weeklies” program. 

 

If you missed the online registration for your children in our Faith 
Formation program for the 2020/2021 academic year, please contact 
Deacon John Walsh. 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve at Mass on  
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 
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Locations : 
 

Vintage Values on Castle                                
609 Castle Street 
 

Vintage Values on College 
413 S. College Road 
University Landing 
 

Vintage Values at Monkey Junction 
 5226 S. College Road 
 (in front of Wal Mart) 910.350.8918 
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass, typically celebrated each year in 
October, honors those celebrating wedding anniversaries, with special 
recognition to couples with 25, 50, or 60 years of marriage. 
 

Out of concern for the health and well-being of the people in our dio-
cese, the 2020 Wedding Anniversary Mass will not take place. 
 

Couples willing to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass in-
tention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacramen-
tality of marriage. 
 

Youth Ministers Networking Session 
Come and join Youth Ministers from around the Dioceses of Raleigh 
in a Networking Session to talk about best practices.  Our meetings 
will be once a month.   We would love to hear about the amazing 
things you are doing.  https://dioceseofraleigh.org/events/Adult%
20Faith%20Formation  
 

“Those who carry God in their hearts bear heaven with them, wherever 
they go.” St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
 

Carolina Catholic speaks with North Carolina's Right to Life 
president, Bill Pincus 

For our first show in November, we speak with Bill Pincus, president 
of the NC Right to Life. He will share with us the goals of the right-to-
life movement, advances that have been made over the past few years, 
and where we go from here. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 FM, 
93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM in Wilmington and 100.5 FM in Southport on 
Saturday, November 14th, at 11:00 am., and Sunday, November 
15th, at 6:00 pm. You can also hear this show live streamed on our 
station at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com. And as always, we 
thank you for listening to Catholic radio. 
 

Wednesdays@1  
Are you in need of more volunteers in ministry?  Do you need practi-
cal advice on ways to identify new volunteers?  Looking for ways to 
get people to say "Yes" to the invitation to ministry? 
 

Upcoming Events - Save the Dates: 
November 18 - Equip and Enrich Volunteers 
December 16 - Mentor and Multiply Volunteer 
 

The Gift of Catholicism Symposium 
The Gift of Catholicism, an online symposium from the Diocese of 
Raleigh, is designed specifically for those with the mind and heart for 
Christian unity. This symposium will feature a collection of gifts from 
renowned Catholic speakers and will be available from November 6-
30, 2020. Visit dioceseofraleigh.org to learn more and watch the talks. 
 

Human Life and Dignity Networking Gathering 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
An opportunity to connect with ministers and organizations that sup-
port human life and dignity. Presentation from 11:00 – 11:30. Light 

refreshments served; no RSVP required.  St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
Fayetteville 
 

Art as Spiritual Therapy Retreat 
Back by popular demand is our Art as Spiritual Therapy retreat. Come 
experience the healing aspects of arts and crafts. Our presenters will 
show you how to use some hands-on arts and craft activities to renew 
your spirit. Among others activities, expert potters will guide you in 
creating your own piece of pottery, kiln fired just in time for Christ-
mas. The retreat is one night, November 20-21. The special price is 
$175, which includes all materials, meals, lodging and access to the 
beautiful grounds at Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC. 
Space is limited to make sure everyone has proper working space, so 
register now at www.catholicconference.org/art-therapy. For more 
information email info@catholicconference.org or call 828-327-7441. 
While on the website, check out our “Behold, I make all things new” 
New Year’s Retreat. 
 

#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday, December 1 
What do 13 parishes, 5 schools, and 5 agencies/ministries have in 
common? All 23 are registered with #iGiveCatholic! 
 

THE FOUNDATION of the Diocese of Raleigh is taking part in this 
Giving Day dedicated to Catholic philanthropy on #GivingTuesday, 
December 1. Now in its sixth year, we are thrilled to participate with 
38 other arch/dioceses and foundations nationwide to raise funds for 
our own diocesan parishes, schools, and ministries. 
 

Since THE FOUNDATION is partnering with #iGiveCatholic, your 
ministry is invited to participate in the giving day. Learn more 
at https://raleigh.igivecatholic.org/. 
 

Annual Homeschool Mass 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
10:00 am - 11:00 am 
All Catholic homeschooling families are invited to attend our annual 
mass in recognition of and thanksgiving for our families that make 
incredible sacrifices they make to instruct their children at home so as 
to ensure that they will grow up to be mature and dedicated followers 
of Jesus Christ and faithful members of His One, Holy Church. Mass 
will begin at 10:00am with light refreshments to follow. The Holy 
Mass and light reception will follow all guidelines of the Holy Name 
of Jesus Cathedral as elaborated on their webpage: https://
www.raleighcathedral.org/covid-19. 
 
No Polish Festival this year, but we have frozen pierogi, kielbasa 
and potato pancake batter for you to enjoy 
St. Stanislaus Church will be selling frozen packages of pierogi, kiel-
basa and potato pancake batter on Saturday, December 5th from 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm. 
 

All our products are imported from our supplier in PA.  Flavors of 
pierogi available are Potato & Cheese, Jalapeno & Cheese, Sauer-
kraut, Farmer’s Cheese, Cabbage, Cheddar & Bacon, Spinach & 
Feta and Prune.  Each 1 dozen package sells for $7.00.  Kielbasa 
sells for $8.00 per package.  Our potato pancake batter (2 lb. contain-
er) will sell for $7.00/ea.  We also will have Oplatki, Polish Christmas 
Wafer set for $5.00.   
 

This year, our sale will be a drive thru sale. You will enter our church 
parking lot off of Marathon Ave.  You will be handed an order form, 
then continue to our check out area.  Your order will then be filled and 
brought to your car.  We accept cash and all major credit cards.  Can-
celling our wonderful Polish Fest was a difficult decision, but the safe-
ty of those attending and our parishioners who work the festival was 
utmost important to us.   
 

For more information, please call Rebecca at the St. Stanislaus Parish 
office at 910-675-2336.  See you Saturday, December 5th. 
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 Learn    Serve    Lead    Success 

 

Veterans’ Day 
We thank and appreciate all of our veterans 
especially those in our St. Mary School Fami-
lies and those who are active duty and reserve. 

We appreciate your service to our country.  We recently welcomed 
home from Afghanistan Lt. Col. Christopher Myette (Ryan-3rd and 
Evie-PreK).  
 

Parent/Student Handbooks 2020-2021 
Our handbooks have been updated and sent home. I ask that you please 
read  and discuss the contents with your child(ren). Our teachers will 
also go over the procedures within the handbook.  
 

You will find the St. Mary School Opening Plan in the Appendix. If 
you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call the office or email me. 
 

Cancellation of Winter Sports 
We have made the decision to cancel the basketball season for both 
boys and girls teams. Under Covid-19 Plans, we have kept all of our 
grades within their grade pods so as not to mix them. Our school and 
families have been wonderful following the directives shared with us 
by CDC and NC DHHS directives under Plan B, therefore we have 
remained healthy. Mixing students in grades 6-8 didn’t seem wise 
while community cases are rising. 
 

Outreach 
One of the traditions here at St. Mary School is providing Thanksgiv-
ing meals for those who cannot afford to have a Thanksgiving dinner. 
Teachers have been given the information regarding items we can all 
provide in order for these families to enjoy a special dinner. Gradepar-
ents will let you know what we need to provide. 
 

November 
16-19—Virtual Scholastic Book Fair 
20—Report Cards Emailed 
25 - 29—THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL 
30—Classes Resume 
December  
4– Parent (Virtual) Conference Day—No School 
10—Picture Make Up Day 
21—Middle School Interim Reports 
23-01/03—Christmas Holiday—No School 
 

Lunch Options 
We have lunch options available through MyHotLunch program on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays for your convenience. 
 

Spirit Day - 3rd Thursday 
On these days we dress down out of uniform and wear some of our 
favorite St. Mary School Spirit Wear or blue and white.  Some days 
throughout the school year, we might choose to wear our favorite 

team’s spirit wear as well.  
 

COVID-19 Update 
Here at school we are continuing to follow the safety measures di-
rected by CDC and NCDHHS. We are keeping our classes in pods, 
wearing masks, taking entry temperatures, keeping a quarantine space. 
We are sanitizing hands upon entry and throughout the days. Our 
maintenance staff cleans at the end of the day, but also at mid-morning 
and mid-afternoon. They wipe down high touch surfaces throughout 
the entire school. We are doing our part to keep everyone healthy. I am 
hoping that our families are avoiding large group gatherings especially 
where people are not wearing masks. As I mentioned last week, this is 
the behavior that can help to keep our staff and students well which 
will keep our school open. One of our community’s schools needed to 
be closed last week due to too many positive cases. Let’s all do our 
part to keep well for ourselves and for others. We pray for those who 
are suffering.  
 

Calendar Update - The new calendar is complete and posted on our 
website.  We will add back some of our annual events as conditions 
allow. 
 

Access to St. Mary School—Anyone who needs to do business in the 
office will need to call Susan Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an 
appointment for business in the office only. No visitors or parents will 
be allowed to go anywhere else in the buildings according to the 
guidelines. Parent/Teacher or Principal conferences will be held by 
phone or online. Limiting contact will be key to keeping everyone safe 
and healthy. It’s not our normal welcoming way, but it must be for 
now. 
 

Check out our latest Facebook additions! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q.  Where can I find the NCDHHS Strong Schools Toolkit? 

Simply google it online. That document is open to all. St. 
Mary School is also following additional guidelines from our 
diocesan schools office. These documents are updated as 
new information is received. 

Q.  What can we as families do to help keep the students, faculty, staff,            
and our families safe? 

When you and your family members are out, please stay 6’ 
apart from others, wear masks, and wash your hands often. 

Q.  Who will make the decisions regarding quarantining a class, clos-
ing school, etc.? 

If our school has a positive case in any family reported to us, 
I will be immediately in touch with NH County Health Dept. 
who will make those decisions and conduct any contact trac-
ing. necessary. They will also advise me as to how to report 
to our families. 

Q.  Will there be mask breaks and extra recess? 
 Yes, by all means. We are creating schedules to use spaces 
 all over the campus to allow our students and teachers to get 
 outside for fresh air breaks and extra recess. 
 

 
 
 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Call TODAY for a tour!  Registering for in person and virtual 
learning for the 2020-2021 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 
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