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Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday:  
5:00 pm English 

Sunday:     
9:00 am in English 

12:00 pm in Spanish 
    Daily:   

8:30 am in English 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 

Mass in the Extraordinary Form: 
Fourth Sunday of the month at 5:00 pm  
For information………...910-754-8544                                                           

 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism:  
Preparation prior to baptism is required.  

Parents should contact the  
Parish Office for details. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation:  
Please contact the Faith Formation Office  

for more information. 
 

Reconciliation:  
4:00 pm—4:45 pm  

Saturdays or by appointment. 
 

Weddings:  
Contact the Pastor as soon as possible to set the 
wedding date and begin marriage preparation; 

preferably at least 3 months before your 
wedding. 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  
Please call the Parish Office to  

make arrangements. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:  

Sunday: 9:00 am—10:00 am 
 

Education 
 

The Saint Mary School:  
Grades Pre-K–8.  

The oldest Catholic School in North Carolina 
now celebrating 151 years of education.  

Accredited by SACS-CASI. 
 

Faith Formation:  
K–High School  

(Communion-Confirmation) 
Sunday: 11:00 am—Noon  
from September to May 

 

St. Mary Adult School:  
ESL  

Call office for times and dates 
 

Social Outreach 
 

The Sister Isaac Center: 
Monday–Thursday  

Donations 8:30 am—11:30am 
Service 9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

St. Mary Health Center:  
(Dental and Medical) 

Tileston Gym Annex - Lower Floor 
Walk-ins Welcome 

For Appointment, call: 763-8163 
stmaryhealthcenter.org 

 

Hispanic Ministries/ 
Ministerios Hispanos 

Please see page 9 and 10 
Favor de ver paginas 9 y 10 

Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary: 
412 Ann Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491 
Welcome Center—Ext. 100 
Fax 910-762-9664 
www.thestmaryparish.org 
Monday–Friday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm 

The St. Mary School Office: 
217 South Fourth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
910-762-5491  
Office—Ext. 140 
Fax 910-772-8034 
www.thestmaryschool.org 
Monday–Friday: 8:00 am–3:00 pm 

The Very Reverend Ryszard Kolodziej 
Reverend Chesco Garcia, Parochial Vicar 

 

 

March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

THE BASILICA SHRINE OF ST. MARY 



  2                                       The Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary  –  March 27 and March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord     

 

This information is current as of 03/18 bulletin publication date.   

Masses: Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday at 9:00 am (English) and 
12:00 pm (Spanish).  Reservations are required through SignUp 

Genius. Link and information can be found on the parish website 
(thestmaryparish.org).  Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-

day at 8:30 am with no reservation required.  Reconciliation:  Satur-
days from 4:00—4:45 pm.  Please continue to check the parish web-

site for information including updated Mass times.   
Please contact the Parish Office at for Mass Intentions 

St. Mary Parish Office is still closed to visitors.  
St. Mary School is open on normal schedule. 

 

Palm Sunday 
With Friends Like These. . . 
 
This year, we hear the Passion from the gospel of Mark. One thing 
unique about this reading is the emphasis on Jesus being abandoned by 
his disciples. First, the leaders of the disciples, Peter, James, and John, 
cannot even support Jesus in his agony in the garden: They fall asleep, 
three times. Then there is Judas, who seeks out the chief priests to make 
a deal with them, Peter, who denies Jesus three times, and the disciples 
who flee when he is arrested. The crowds who cried, "Hosanna!" a few 
days before, now call for him to be crucified. Even Simon the Cyrenian 
had to be forced to help carry the cross. 
 

What does this tell us? With friends like these, who needs enemies? No, 
the point is that Jesus died specifically for these people, not because they 
were once friends, but because they were sinners, who needed Jesus. All 
but one of them ended up as saints. And the one who didn't was Judas, 
who gave up on Jesus, instead of coming back to him for forgiveness. 
When we find ourselves in sin, when we think that everything we do is 
wrong, or when we think we can't possibly deserve to be loved by God--
that is when God can help us, if we just stop hating ourselves and start 
loving and trusting the Lord. It is not the time to pretend we have avoid-
ed the big sins, or to brag about some of the good we may have done. 
Instead of trying to convince God that we deserve his mercy, simply 
agree that you need his help. God loves sinners who know they need his 
forgiveness and don't deserve it. 
 

But maybe you have already been forgiven and wonder what's next. 
Remember the ones you would not expect to support Jesus: The centuri-

on supervising his crucifixion proclaims him Son of God. A member of 
the Sanhedrin gives Jesus a burial place. The women who were there to 
the end. These were people who did not claim to be worthy, just did 
what they could to show their love. Ask Jesus each morning when you 
wake up, "What can I do for you today?" and do what you can.  
  

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

                                             Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34; Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday:  
 Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27;  
 Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 
 Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18;  
 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25; Heb 4:14-16; 
 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42 
Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14,  
 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22; 
 b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 8-11; 
 c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18; 
 d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 
 e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6; 
 f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11; 
 g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or 
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; 
 h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Mk 16:1-7 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or  
 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 or (at an afternoon or evening 
 Mass) Lk 24:13-35  
 

You may find the readings at bible.usccb.org 

Saturday, March 27 
   5:00 pm      Mass— † Aurora and Rocco Nitti 
       Offered by Michael and April Ramaglia 
Sunday, March 28—Palm Sunday 
    9:00 am     Mass— † Peter Geraghty, Sr. 
      Offered by Mary Geraghty 
  12:00 pm    Mass— † Ramona Flores Portillo 
      Offered by Ruth Gavazzi Montero and Family 
Monday, March 29 
    8:30 am    Mass— † Millie Russo 
       Offered by Barbara and Ralph Russo 
Wednesday, March 31 
    8:30 am    Mass— † Jacqueline Dijon DeGrammont 
       Offered by The Poisson Family 
Thursday, April 1—Holy Thursday 
    5:00 pm    Mass— † Albert Mangino 
       Offered by The Mangino Family 
Friday, April 2—Good Friday 
    8:30 am     No Mass or Communion Service 
Saturday, April 3– Holy Saturday 
    8:00 pm    Mass— Brother Charles 
       Offered by From his loving family 
Sunday, April 4—Easter Sunday 
    9:00 am    Mass— Joseph and Jill Biden 
      Offered by Pat and Tom DeBello 
  12:00 pm    Mass— † Manuel Montero Torres 
      Offered by Ruth Gavazzi Montero and Family 

Mass Intentions 
Check website for any changes in Mass days/times 

Prayer List  
If you would like a name added to prayer list, please email:  

bulletin@thestmaryparish.org  

Andrea Baker 
Dorothy Bresciano 
Isabella Calamusa 
Baby Nico Ronan 

Baby Ozzie 
Madeline Dowell 

Bob Flavin 
Shirley Fleming 

Dr. Tim Ford 
 

Ted Fry 
John Geraghty 

J.D. Grainger and Family 
Phillip Hatcher 

Larry Hite 
Cliff Jones  

Nancy Lange 
Larry Leadum 
Kenny Levy  

  

Sue Reilly 
Kathy Sheppard 

Bob Slavin 
Ned Underhill 

Rich Vangorder 
Lynne Vanstory 

Jim Ward 
Mary Fran Watson 

Karen Woomer   

For the week beginning  
Saturday, March 27th 

through Friday, April 2nd 
the sanctuary candle is being offered 

in honor of  
Fr. Ryszard  

and  
Fr. Chesco  

from parishioners, Pam and Bob.  
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Parish Information 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Vaccines against the coronavirus and its different 
variants detected in Great Britain, Brazil, South 
Africa, Germany, Nigeria, South Carolina, Cali-
fornia, New York and other countries or states 
give us hope.  We should be  grateful to God for 
our scientists and researchers who have been 
using their knowledge and passion for discovery to make us healthy 
and safe.  
 

I strongly encourage you to get vaccinated against Covid-19. Pope 
Francis said: "It is an ethical choice because you are risking your 
health, your life, but you are also risking the lives of others''. I would 
add that it is an ethical imperative to protect our well being and the 
well being of those around us.  
 

Don't be afraid and when you have an opportunity let the nurse inject 
the serum in your arm.  
 

In meantime remember the three W's (wash your hands frequently, 
wear a mask, watch your distance). Additionally, avoid gatherings, be 
in public only when it is absolutely necessary.   
 

Down with Covid-19. Long live life!!! 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Ryszard 

 
 
  
 
 

Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers—Parish Office at 
762-5491. 

Bookstore and Gift Shop (Bookstore is currently closed) - David 
Latham at 762-5491 (ext. 100) or bookstore@thestmaryparish.org  
St. Mary AAMEN Chapter—Chapter meetings are held Fourth Sun-
day of each month at 4:00 pm in the Tileston Center. 
Adoration— Thursday mornings before Mass (7:30 am—8:20 am) 
and at 7:00 pm.  First Friday Adoration following 8:30 am Mass for 
one hour. 
Camillus Ministers — Barbara Russ at (brussonc3@gmail.com) for 
nursing homes & private homes.  Glenn Mose
(glenn_moser@yahoo.com) for NHRMC and LCFH. Irene 
Cruz (irenecruz@thestmaryparish.org) for the Hispanic Ministry. 
Eucharistic Ministers—John Walsh at ext. 114.   
Music Ministries—music@thestmaryparish.org.   
Catholic Daughters Court 1036—Meetings are the second Tuesday 
of the month from 6:30—8:30 pm.  Claudia Rossi, Regent, at 910-399-
1782   
St. Mary Altar Guild – Simone Amato at 762-5491. 
St. Mary Health Center— Clinics run typically on Tuesday, Wednes-

day, and Thursday evenings beginning at 4:00 pm or 5:00 pm.  stmary-
healthcenter.org or 910-763-8163. 
St. Mary Senior Singles—Meets for lunch after 11:00 am Sunday 
Mass.  Monica Winters at 910-520-0204. 
St. Mary Book Club –  The St. Mary Book Club monthly meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month from September through May.  
claire@brettburkhart.com 
Come Home Ministry— Explore coming home to the Catholic 
Church.  Simone Amato. 
The Basilica Shrine at St. Mary ESL Program—Dé Corbett, Direc-
tor, (910) 232-2745 for any questions.  
St. Mary Columbarium and Memorial Garden—Contact parish 
office to schedule a meeting. 
 
 

 

Guidelines for the Basilica can be found on the website 
(www.thestmaryparish.org).  When changes occur they will be posted 
on the website. 

Stations of the Cross 
We are praying the Stations of the Cross in the Church every Friday 
evening during Lent at 7:00 pm, and, if you feel comfortable in doing 
so, you are invited to attend - no signup is necessary. 
 

Due to the pandemic, we will not be using community books, rather 
we are using an online version from the USCCB. Even if you are una-
ble to attend in person, you may certainly use the booklet for your own 
personal prayer life. 
http://thestmaryparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/cchd-scriptural
-way-of-the-cross.pdf 
 

Guidelines for the Basilica 
Continue to follow updates at thestmaryparish.org 

Bulletin Delivered to Your Email 

Take the following steps: 
 

Log on to - www.jspaluch.com 
Click on eServices 
Click on bulletin subscription 
Search by zip code or state 
Select Basilica Shrine of St. Mary 
Enter name and email and submit 
 

Contact bulletin@thestmaryparish.org if you have trouble register-
ing your email.   

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

We thank each of you for the many ways you support our parish.  We 
would also like to extend a thank you to our parishioners who current-
ly use EFT to financially support our parish. For those who are not 
using EFT but wish to continue their charitable support (see below).   
 

 Please mail your envelopes to the parish office located at:  
 412 Ann St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
 Or, you can donate securely online through PayPal by following 

the link on our website: thestmaryparish.org 

Office of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
Deacon John Walsh, Director of Religious Education 

From Father Ryszard 

Saturday, April 3 and Sunday, 4 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 

You will be notified if you will be needed to serve at any of the 
regularly scheduled masses:  Saturday 5:00 pm or  

Sunday at 9:00 am or 12:00 pm 

 

Eucharistic Minister Schedule 
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The Knights  of Columbus council 1074, one of the oldest continuous 
councils in North Carolina, will be celebrating 115 years as a council 
in Wilmington.  The Knights will be celebrating with different events 
throughout the year. We welcome all of our community and parishion-
ers to celebrate with us. Future events will be made public as they 
become available. We thank all of our 300 Brother  members, the 
community and parishioners for always helping our many causes and 
making it possible for us to do the work our founder Father McGivney 
started in 1882. 
 

We invite you to contact our Grand Knight at grandknight1074@gmail 
for further information. 

In past articles, I’ve mentioned the 2Share furniture program. Since 
we’ve been unable to run our own furniture program, I was quite 
pleased to team up with this group. Following is an article of the histo-
ry of this great program. As you read, please keep in mind that they 
are in need of essential furniture items and able-bodied volunteers to 
aid in pickups and deliveries 

Origins: In 2017, a small group of volunteers associated 
with Wilmington Faiths Against Gun Violence and Church 
of the Servant, Episcopal started an ad hoc effort to take in 
furniture donations that we then delivered to those in need 
in our community. 
Current Status: In 2018 in the aftermath of Florence we 
significantly expanded our efforts. As a no-profit, all vol-
unteer, grass roots project, we work cooperatively with 
many local organizations and are a member of the New 
Hanover County Disaster Coalition. 
Support: We are not a 501c per se. We are reimbursed for 
many expenses through the generosity of local faith com-
munities including:  Church of the Servant, St. Paul’s 
Episcopal, St. James Episcopal for 2021, and Temple of 
Israel in 2019. We have also received support from local 
retailers, particular Mattress Firm and also Costco, 
through its relationship with Catholic Charities. 
Client Profile: Roughly 70% of our clients are single 
moms. Our average family size is 5. Well over half of the 
650 plus people we have served thus far, are children. 
Referral System: Client referrals come from organizations 
such as Moms N Mourning, Catholic Charities, Coastal 
Horizons, Child First, Help Hub, Harrelson Center, Soar-
ing As Eagles, NHCSS, Trillium, The Sister Isaac Center, 
One Christian Network, local faith communities, as well 
as several school social workers. 
Level of Effort: Since October 2018, we have made 252 
deliveries of furniture to 210 households mostly in North/
East-end and Southside neighborhoods such as 
Creekwood, Villages at Greenfield, Houston Moore, 
Jervay and Hillcrest. 
If you are interested in donating furniture or volunteering 
to work with them, contact Don Arabian at 703-220-
0762. 

Blessings, 
 

Mary Ann 
 

RCIA is a process for welcoming seekers to become part of the Catho-
lic family. For those not baptized in any tradition, this would lead to 
initiation at Easter, while for those baptized in other faith traditions, 
this would be a path to full participation in the sacraments of Confir-
mation and Eucharist. During this pandemic, we have been experienc-
ing a change in the process and may not experience the Easter Vigil in 
the same way as we have before, and so we adapt. Hopefully we will 
be able to meet and begin the process again when safe for all and this 
might be after the summer. 
 
For now, as we journey through Lent, may we remember each other in 
prayer, fast with an open spirit, and assist those in need with a gener-
ous heart.  
 
For more information, please contact Maryann Shine.  You may leave 
a message at 762-5491, ext. 121 

We continue to meet via Zoom. For more information, call Claudia 
Rossi, 910 599-2843. 
 

Catholic Daughters is a wonderful organization to help women devel-
op the gifts God has given to each of us.  
 

It is vital that we continue to financially support 
the healthcare so needed in impoverished Hon-
duras.  Towards that end, we are happy to intro-
duce Wishes for Health and Wellness.  
 

Every $50 tax deductible donation will be 
acknowledged with a Wishes for Health and 
Wellness Thank You Gift Set.  This beautiful-
ly packaged gift set consists of a vintage teacup 
and saucer, a stainless steel, gold-plated sugar 
spoon, Tea Forte tea, a swizzle sugar stick, 
and Milano dark chocolate cookies.  (Patterns will vary.)  
 

Visit https://saludhondu.org/ to make a $50 or more donation. 
 

Contact Penny Cromer (pcromer@ec.rr.com or 910 264-4500) for 
information on available levels of support.  Health and Wellness to 
each of you from the Board of Directors of SaludHondu. 

Knights of Columbus Council 1074 

The Sister Isaac Center 
Mary Ann Kotas, Director, 910-762-5491 (ext. 135)

outreach@thestmaryparish.org 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Catholic Daughters 

One Cup of Tea 
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Look for Fr. Chesco’s latest Bible Study on parish website.   
Fr. Chesco's Bible Study (English) 
 
The Arrival of the Hour 
LENT D 5 (CYCLE B) 
Jeremiah 31.31-34 
Psalm 50, 3-4.12-13.14-15. 
Hebrews 5.7-9 
John 12,20-33 
1. What is the importance of Hebrews 5.7-9? 
2. Highlight the points of contact between Jeremiah 31,31-34 

and John 12,20-33 
3. Why do the Greeks come and why do Philip and Andrew 

intervene? 
4. What is the importance of the hour in the fourth gospel? 
5. What are the contradictions jesus announces? What are Jesus' 

feelings about 'hour'? 
 

   - 20 There were some Greeks of them who went up to worship at the 
feast: After the resurrection of Lazarus, and the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem, the chiefs affirm, "everyone goes after him" (Jn 12:19). 
Greeks appear who might be uncircumcised Gentiles "fearful of God" 
who worship the God of Israel, but the Easter atmosphere makes them 
think that they are proselyte Jews (converted to the Jewish faith and 
circumcised) who are allowed to participate in Jewish holidays (Ec 
12:45.48). They could come from Greece, from Siro Phoenician (Mk 
7:26), or from the Decapolis (the 10 Gentile cities near Galilee). Their 
arrival in any way anticipates the arrival of the Gentiles in the com-
munity of believers that will come after the Resurrection of Jesus. 
- 21 These went to Philip, that of Bethsaida of Galilee, and begged 
him: "Lord, we want to see Jesus": Philip has a Greek name (appointed 
by the founder of the city of Filipi) and is of Bethsaida, near the De-
capolis. The request may be out of curiosity in the face of Jesus' fame, 
but the context shows that it was an authentic search (Jn 12:19) and 
Jesus' response would confirm it: "the time has come". 
- 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip went to tell Jesus: 
Andrew is also a Greek name. Philip goes to Andrew, they were very 
close, in addition they were from Bethsaida, a city of people mixed 
and with several languages. They represent two sensibilities: Philip 
was a traditionalist (Jn 1:45) and Andrew was more open to the new, 
had already participated in the movement of John the Baptist (Jn 
1:41). 
- 23 Jesus answered them: "The time has come for the Son of man to 
be glorified: There is no more direct allusion to these Greeks, it is not 
confirmed whether or not they succeeded in seeing Jesus. The interest 
is not the Greeks but this confirms the fear of the Jewish chiefs (Jn 
12:19) and Jesus' announcement of the arrival of the hour that marks 
the openness to universal salvation. Three times before it had been 
said that the time had not come (Jn 2.4; 7.30; 8.20). Jesus' glorifica-
tion is intertwined with his willingness to allow himself to be used to 
fulfill God's purpose (Is 52:13; Filip 2:10-11). The title "son of man" 
does not have the military connotations of the title "messiah" (Dan 
7:3). 
- 24 Truly, I say unto you, if the grain of wheat does not fall to the 
ground and die, he is left alone; but if he die, he bears much fruit: It 
is the first divine paradox (a declaration which seems to contradict 
itself). The wheat seed must die for it to produce the new life. 
- 25 He that loveth his life, loses it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it for eternal life: It is the second divine paradox 
(Mk 8:25; Lk 9.24; 17,33; Mt 10.39). It is also hyperbole or an exag-
geration for a purpose. 
- 26 If any of them serve me, follow me, and wherever I am, my server 

will also be there. If any serve me, the Father will honor him: In the 
other gospels this is expressed by Jesus' challenge to take the cross 
and follow Him (Mk 8:34; Mt 16.24; Lk 9:23). Thereward will be to 
share the destiny of Jesus: to return to the father and receive the 
'honour' of the Father" which is the third divine paradox: God honors 
the servants, not the one he commands. 
- 27 Now my soul is troubled. And what am I going to say? Father, 
deliver me from this hour!: Jesus expresses terror at death (Ps42:6; 
cf disturbed (tarasso), Jesus feels it when his friend dies (Jn 11:33). 
The temptation to avoid death is placed before the last supper, but in 
the other gospels lies after the last supper in the Gethsemane prayer 
(Mk 14:32-42; Mt 26, 36-46; Lk 22: 39-46). All agree on fear and 
fatigue, which confirms the humanity of Jesus. 
- But if I have come at this time for this! : Jesus responds with a 
resounding "No!" to his rhetorical question and adds that his whole 
life is oriented at this time,which is not a specific time. There were 
already several allusions to "The Hour" (Jn 2.4; 4, 21; 7.6.8.30; 8.20; 
11.9; 13.1; 17;1). 
- 28 Father, glorify your Name". Then came a voice from heaven: "I have 
glorified him and again I will glorify him". 29 The people who were 
there and heard him said that it had been thunder. Others said, "An 
angel has spoken to him": Instead of asking for his own safety or glo-
rification, Jesus asks the Father to glorify his name." In John there is 
no Transfiguration, this voice of heaven makes us think of something 
equivalent. The Father had glorified him in the incarnation (Jn 1:14) 
and now it will be with Easter. 
- 30 Jesus replied: "This voice has not come for me, but for you: Even 
if you do not recognize it now, after Easter, this voice will have a new 
meaning. 
- 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the Prince of this world 
will be brought down: the proclamation of Jesus comes with a double 
"now" and twice repeats "world". Jesus does not leave judgment for 
the Second Coming, but says that He has already begun. 
- 32 And when I am raised up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 
me": This is the third time that Jesus has spoken of being lifted up 
(3:14; 8.28) and constitutes the answer to the Greeks who wanted to 
see him (Jn 12:23). It is not a death to distance but to attract, it is not 
salvation, but universal openness. 
- 33 This said to mean from which death he would die: It is a confir-
mation that "being raised up" refers to the cross (Jn 3:14). 
 

~Fr. Chesco 

Employment Opportunities 
Visit the Diocese of Raleigh Employment Opportunities page for 
current job listings at diocesan offices, parishes and schools, as well 
as some regional positions: dioceseofraleigh.org/employment.  
 

UNCW Catholic Campus Ministry 
Mass Schedule:  Sunday evening at 4:30 pm, Wednesday at 6:00 
pm and Friday at 12:15 pm. Mass is held on the back lawn of the 
campus ministry building and is live streamed on UNCW Catholic 
Campus Ministry Facebook.  No tickets or sign-up are required. 
 

UNCW Hawk’s Harvest Food Pantry 
Catholic Campus Ministry, which houses the food pantry, is available 
to current UNCW students with a valid student ID card and is open 
on Thursdays from 3:00-5:00 or by appointment.  For more infor-
mation call Sr. Rose at (910) 792-0507. 
 

Hospital Sick Calls during the Covid-19 Pandemic   
If you or your loved one is at NHRMC and wants to receive a sacra-
ment you need to tell the nurse.   

From Father Chesco 

Around the Area  
Please contact the event coordinator to determine whether an  

event has been canceled or will be offered online. 
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Safe Environment Training 
Click link for available dates 
Registration Link: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4682501575742673420 
This webinar is for both initial safe environment training and for re-
newal. The session will be just over 2 hours long with one short break.  
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the webinar. 
 

Vintage Values Resale Shops 

Vintage Values Resale Shops, owned and operated by Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter and Services, Inc., are in need of volunteer.  The stores 
have implemented safety procedures that are strictly followed. Face 
masks are required by anyone entering the store. 
 

Wedding Anniversary 
Couples wanting to receive a wedding anniversary commemorative 
certificate will be able to apply to receive one by registering at: https://
raldioc.configio.com/go/wam2020. 
 

The Most Reverend Luis Rafael Zarama will offer a special Mass 
intention for the anniversary couples and the strengthening of sacra-
mentality of marriage. 
 

Youth Ministers Networking Session 
Come and join Youth Ministers from around the Dioceses of Raleigh 
in a Networking Session to talk about best practices.  Our meetings 
will be once a month.  https://dioceseofraleigh.org/events/Adult%
20Faith%20Formation  
 
Carolina Catholic interviews the "Protest Priest," Father Stephen 
Imbarrato 
For our second show in March, Carolina Catholic interviews Father 
Stephen Imbarrato, The Protest Priest, a priest associate of Priests for 
Life, and a priest in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, NM. In this show, 
we will talk to Father Stephen about his ministry, On the Road for 
Life 2021, and his pro-life activism. He was the first man to speak for 
the Silent No More campaign on the steps of the United States Su-
preme Court in 2004. Father was in Wilmington on Friday, March 
12th where he celebrated Mass and prayed the Rosary just steps from 
the local Planned Parenthood with Catholic parishioners from both 
Wilmington and Southport. 
 

This show will air on Wilmington Catholic Radio on stations 91.7 
FM, 93.1 FM, and 103.1 FM the on Saturday, March 27th at 11:00 
am and Sunday, March 28th at 6:00 pm. This show can also be 
heard on our website at www.wilmingtoncatholicradio.com, and we 
thank you for listening to Catholic radio. 
 

NC Catholics Volunteer  
Join NC Catholics Volunteer in 2021 to repair and rebuild homes 
damaged by Hurricane Florence here in the Cape Fear Deanery. Trips 
are scheduled for: April 24th, May 29th, and June 26th.  
 

All experience levels are welcome to join in helping rebuild our 
neighbor’s homes. Contact: Daniel.Altenau@raldioc.org or at (919) 
821 - 9767.  www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/NCCV  
 

Diocesan One Day Marriage Preparation Workshop 
Catholic Center, Raleigh 
April 17, 2021 
May 14, 2021 
June 21, 2021 
July 10, 2021 
8:30 am - 04:00 pm 
Cost—$100 
The Diocesan Marriage Preparation One Day Workshop is designed 

for couples to attend together. Married Life Coordinator, Rebekah 
Tolson, at rebekah.tolson@raldioc.org .  For more information on the 
workshop, please visit: 
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/marriage-and-family-life/engaged-couple-
workshops-programs 
 

Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 
Chrism Mass—Tuesday, March 30 at 10:30 am 
Good Friday of the Lord's Passion (Bilingual Service)—Friday, 
 April 2 at 3:00 pm 
Mass (English) for Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord 
 Sunday, April 4 at 12:00 pm 
Mass (Spanish) for Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord 
 Sunday, April 4 at 1:30 pm 
 

10th Annual Catholic Charities Gala 
Friday, April 23, 2021 
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Hosted by the Most Reverend Luis 
Rafael Zarama and the Catholic Chari-
ties Board of Directors 
 

Includes:  Reception * Dinner * Remarks * Raffle * Dancing 
 

For more information about tickets and sponsorship packages, please 
contact Katey Fithian, Director of Development, at 919-821-8142 
or Katey.Fithian@raldioc.org. 
 

$3,000 in Scholarships for Future Saints 
The local Knights of Columbus Msgr. Christopher Dennen Assembly 
2017 will be awarding $2,000 first place and $1,000 second place 
scholarships to practicing Catholics enrolling for the first time in a 
college or university beginning 2021.  The student must demonstrate 
strong school academic achievement, service to church/community as 
well as some financial need. The winners will be discerned by the  
Assembly Scholarship Committee members.  To apply for the scholar-
ship a student must fill out the  application, write a minimum 500 
word essay on the life of an American Saint (canonized person who 
served American population or Blessed person) and provide the re-
quested biographical information.  For additional application instruc-
tions email: Scholarship Chairman at 2021scholarship@ec.rr.com.  
Deadline for submitting application is April 30, 2021. 
 

Bishop's Annual Appeal 
This is the one time of the year that we are called to step out of our 
parishes and serve the Universal Church across the Eastern half of 
North Carolina. The BAA provides critical funding for a wide range 
of ministries. 
 

Please make checks payable to Bishop's Annual Appeal or BAA 
 

Other Ways to Give to the BAA 
 

 For stock donations, please see:  Qualified Charitable Donation 
(QCD) from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Infor-
mation  

 BAA payment mailing address: 
Catholic Diocese of Raleigh 
Bishop's Annual Appeal 
PO Box 639322 
Cincinnati OH 45263-9322 
 
 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem” (Mt 20:18) 

 

 Bishops Annual Appeal 2021 
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Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama urges Catholics in Eastern NC to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine to protect their own health and reduce community 
spread of the virus. 
 

Find YOUR Vaccine:  To help you access a vaccine for your protec-
tion and to help stop community spread of COVID-19, search tools are 
available to find which types of vaccines are available near you. You 
may search by zip code and edit your search based on which FDA-
approved vaccine you do -- or do not -- want to receive. 
 

The heart, like gold, is purified by fire 
NC Catholics 
One day, while watching a storm, I noticed that some birds were flying 
against the wind. It took me a long time to understand why they did 
this. 
 

Those birds flew against the wind without much effort, adjusting their 
wings only when necessary. At first, I thought that it would have been 
easier for them to fly aided by the wind, but, after more observation 
and much pondering – without being an expert myself – I came to the 
conclusion that if those birds had flown with the wind, they would 
have been blown away and gotten lost. 
 

To go against the wind means, then, to accept the challenge, to learn 
how to handle bad weather, and to fight to stay the course. 
 

Pope Francis has said that there is no growth without crisis, nor victo-
ry without struggle.[1] He explains that the crises in our lives reveal 
what’s in our hearts and that suffering helps us learn or even change 
for the better. Suffering is the school of the heart. The heart, like gold, 
is purified by fire! 
 

On the other hand, if we surrender to suffering – that is, if we break 
down in the face of crises – we will sink and be swept away, losing the 
meaning of life. 
 

A new year has begun. 2020 – a year in which the conditions neces-
sary to create a global crisis came together – is over. Today, we look 
forward, with great expectations, to the solution to the COVID-19 
crisis. And we eagerly await the vaccine that will allow us, once again, 
to feel safe, to breathe freely and without limitations, to give an em-
brace without fear, and to celebrate together as we did in the past. 
 

In this new year, as we continue facing the current situation, let us not 
forget the lessons we have learnt. Let us remember how something 
invisible brought down our false safety nets, forcing us to face our 
own reality, letting us see that our true treasure lies in the gift of life, 
in the immense gift of our families, and in our faith in God's provi-
dence. Let us not forget that this faith allows us – amid crises, pain, 
doubts and uncertainties – to have the hope of moving forward without 
losing heart. 
 

The global crisis also has taught us to view life anew, with eyes filled 
with gratitude and respect. Let's protect this renewed vision of life! We 
cannot, during times of calm weather, allow ourselves to be distracted 
and be carried away by the gentle breezes of the world – breezes 
which threaten to divert us from our destination, which is to live forev-
er with Him who is Love. 
 

I reiterate, these breezes are treacherous because they, with their subtle 
and almost unnoticeable ways, make us forget to be grateful, enslaving 
us in a spiritual amnesia, that make us ignore God – that make us lose 
the value and meaning of our existence because we believe ourselves 

to be lord and master of our life. It’s for this reason that we must seek 
the face of the Lord in each person we encounter. 
 

In this new year let us, aided by the Lord’s grace, look for opportuni-
ties to open wide the wings of our hearts and show our faith in God so 
that we turn all the circumstances and events of our lives into occa-
sions of following the pathways of the Lord. His pathways generally 
go against what the world offers. The Lord calls us to sanctify our-
selves and to sanctify the world – to sow peace and joy with the light 
of faith and Love in our own lives. 
 

The heart, like gold, is purified with fire. 
 

[1] Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to The Community of The 
International College of The Gesù, Rome, December 3, 2018 

NC Catholics 
Since its inception 28 years ago, the Lewis Award has been about 
recognizing one teacher, annually, who sets the bar for all educators. 
 

But, like many things the last 10 months, change came for the award, 
too. 
 

Considering the uncertainties of the pandemic, the award process was 
paused for the 2020-2021 school year. The Lewis Award Committee 
took a new direction and decided to recognize the unprecedented chal-
lenges faced by the faculty in all schools. The members’ main thought 
was that each teacher – all 659 of them – should be recognized for 
demonstrating selfless commitment, both professional and personal, to 
excellence in Catholic education. 
 

Monsignor Gerald Lewis, for whom the award is named, blessed pray-
er cards Dec. 3 at the Catholic Center. The cards featured a prayer he 
wrote for educators during the pandemic, a time that has demanded 
much of those who teach. 
 

In addition to a prayer card for each teacher in a diocesan Catholic 
school, each school will receive a plaque designed by Peter Ruocchio, 
who attended Catholic schools in the diocese. The plaque features all 
24 school symbols. 
 

“We hope this will be a lasting reminder of the sacrifices our teachers 
and their families made this year,” former teacher and current Lewis 
Award committee member Susan Goethals said. 
 

The plaques and prayer cards represent a change for the Lewis Award 
which, for more than 25 years, was celebrated with hugs, in-person 
Mass for hundreds and group dinners. 
 

Last year’s winner, Tina Isenbarger of St. Ann School in Fayetteville, 
learned she won the award on the last day of in-person education dur-
ing the 2019-2020 school year. Due to COVID-19, the celebration for 
Isenbarger was put on hold. 
 

Bless Our Catholic School Teachers 
A prayer by Monsignor Lewis, 2020 
Dear Lord, this has been a trying time for the dedicated teachers in our 
Catholic Schools caused by a virus that has infected our whole world. 
Loving Father, our teachers have continued to teach our children of 
your love and presence as well as the sciences of life amid great hard-
ship. We beg your blessings on these dedicated teachers and upon 
those whom they teach. Let them know that your rainbow of love is 
over them and that their efforts will be rewarded by your protective 
love. We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Great Teacher, in 
Union with the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

COVID– 19 Vaccine 

From Bishop Zarama 

Formerly for one, award is for all this year 
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 Faith. Knowledge. Service 
Discover and Celebrate #CSW2021 

 

Construction Update 
Our sandy playground has been closed for an 
extended period of time as construction has 

begun on the Tileston building. We have created another play space 
behind the lower school as a temporary recess location.  
 

April Calendar 
2-11—Easter Holidays—No School 
12—Classes Resume 
16—Noon Dismissal 
 

Re-Enrollment 
Mrs. Linn is now registering new students for next year. Please re-
enroll to hold your child’s seat for the next school year. Contact Mrs. 
Linn at linns@thestmaryparish.org 
 

COVID Update 

Whenever a contact or case is reported to me, I consult with the New 
Hanover County Health Dept. personnel who give the directions we 
need to follow for the safety of our students and staff. 
 

I thank you all for following the guidelines which helps keep our 
school open 5 days per week. Our school family has accomplished so 
much during this school year by working together, all benefitting our 
students. 
 

Virtual Tour 

Please take time to view the latest virtual tour to remind yourselves of 
the “normal” St. Mary School specials, electives, and sports. Meet 
some of our teachers along the way. Our teachers arrange lots of inter-
esting field trips during normal times, so we look forward to the time 
when all of these special events can take place again.  Please share the 
video with your family and friends. 
 

Also, check out our Facebook page to see events that have taken place 
recently. 
 

Changes in Calendar 
NOON DISMISSALS  
Fri., 4/16 
Fri., 5/14 
 

Spirit Day - 3rd Thursday 
Contact Coach G. if you are interested in purchasing spirit wear:  
grossc@thestmaryparish.org 
 

 

Hope4NC 
For those who are suffering excessive stress, we have been given the 
following hotlines that you may call for assistance.  211 or HOPE4NC 
Helpline (855-587-3463) 
 

Lunch Options 
We have lunch options available through MyHotLunch program on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays for your convenience. 
 

COVID-19 Visitor Policy 
Anyone who needs to do business in the office will need to call Susan 
Linn (910-762-5491 x140) to make an appointment for business in the 
office only. No visitors or parents will be allowed to go anywhere else 
in the buildings according to the guidelines. Parent/Teacher or Princi-
pal conferences will be held by phone or online.  It’s not our normal 
welcoming way, but it must be for now. 
 

Tuition Assistance Donation 
If you would like to donate to our Tuition Assistance Fund, please 
write your check to St. Mary School. We would be grateful for your 
kindness any time of the year. 
 

Harris Teeter 
Remember to re-link your VIC card to #1809 for St. Mary 
School! When you do this, they send us checks!!! 

 

The Next Generation of Box Tops is Here 
Box Tops is changing to fit today's families. The new and improved 
Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art technology to scan your 
store receipt, find participating products and instantly add Box Tops to 
your school's earnings online. 
 MORE CONVENIENT—Redeem anywhere, anytime within 14 

days of purchase 
 EASY TO USE—No more clipping or sending Box Tops to 

school  
 REAL TIME—Your school’s earnings are automatically updated 

online 
 EXTRA CASH—Access special bonus offers on top of your Box 

Tops earnings 
 
Despite the 
COVID-19 
restrictions, 
St. Mary 8th 
grade year-
book class 
has been 
working hard 
to create our 
2020-2021 
yearbook. 

Principal, Joyce M. Price 
principal@thestmaryparish.org 

"Let your light shine..."  
                                                                 Matthew 5:16 

St. Mary Catholic School 
Academic Excellence in a Setting of Catholic Christian Values 

 

Celebrating 151 Years of Catholic School Education 
 

Look on our website for a VIRTUAL TOUR  
or call for an-inperson tour!   

Registering for in person and virtual  
learning for the 2021—2022 school year 

 

Prek3—8th Grade 
Students of all races, religions and ethnic origins welcome 

 

910-762-5491, ext. 140 

thestmaryschool.org 



JONATHAN
S. LUDWIG
DMD, PA

Beautiful
Dentistry
With A
Gentle
Touch

991100--337711--55996655

At Magnolia
Greens in Leland

www.teethbythebeach.com

1718 South 41st • Wilmington
910-791-1471

Proudly Providing HVAC Services for St. Mary’s

Established 1949

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

539880 Basilica Shrine of St. Mary (B)

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com                                                     For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

SHERWOOD PAINTING
Residential • Commercial

Pressure Washing
Repair

TIM MARTIN
Bus. 910-231-4920

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-432-3240
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

1423 S. 3rd St. • 763-1607

Outdoor Patio Seating!

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
Daily at 6am

Join us After Mass

SUNDAY
BREAKFAST BUFFET

9am-1pm

THURSDAY
TRIVIA - 8:30pm

FRIDAY
LIVE MUSIC

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC - 9pm

NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS



FOREST HILLS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Jill E. Gigliotti
Dr. Paul M. Gigliotti

910-362-9955

DOLORES A. JANNUZZI, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

THOMPSON & JANNUZZI
Janulaw@aol.com Will,Trusts, Estate Administration
(o) (910) 408-1652 Asset Protection Trusts
(c) (516) 818-4692 Supplemental Needs Trusts
In-Home Consultations Business Succession Planning

Dan Boyle
ReMax Executive

Jennifer Bullock Team

910.297.5322
Dan@HomesForSaleWilmington.com
www.HomesForSaleWilmington.com

Licensed Real Estate Agent, assists both home buyers and sellers to achieve their goals.
Serves the greater Cape Fear Region, has resided in this area for over twenty years.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

A los patrocinadores que están en este boletín.
Gracias a estos patrocinadores este boletín puede hacerse.

Dueños de negocios interesados en anunciarse por favor llamen a

J.S. Paluch al 1-800-432-3240

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Richard J. Schrum
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

www.AtlanticCoastWM.com

539880 Basilica Shrine of St. Mary (A)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

www.jspaluch.com                                                     For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

Specializing in Residential
and Commercial Roofing
Shingle Roofing • Metal Roofing
Roof Repair • Roof Replacement
INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

910-431-0856
hernandezmetalroofing@gmail.com

@HMetalRoofing         Parishioner

r. blake moore
founding partner

864.414.4157
blake@mmc2100.com
www.mmc2100.com

1985 eastwood road, ste. 200, wilmington, nc 28403
Investment Management ◆ Distribution Strategies ◆ Risk Management

Life, Disability Income, Long-Term Care Insurance ◆ Estate Planning
Retirement Planning ◆ Education Planning ◆ Business Planning

R. Blake Moore is a registered representative and offers securities and investment advisory services through MML Investors
Services, LLC Member SIPC. Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 4000 Westchase Blvd, Ste 400, Raleigh NC 27607

(919) 755-3100 MMC Financial Group is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC or its affiliated companies

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

IMMIGRATION
Abogada de
Immigración

FAMILY VISAS
Visas de Familia

BUSINESS VISAS 
Visas de Trabajo

910.762.0850

www.margaretjennings.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Dr. Misael J. Otero, DDS • Dr. Lindsey E. Otero, DDS
14057 US Hwy 17, Ste. 120 • Hampstead, NC 28443
910-270-9344 • www.smilewilmington.com
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